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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOURISM AND TWINNING COMMITTEE

Monday 8th November 2010
Minutes of the meeting of the Tourism and Twinning Committee of

Pershore Town Council, held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore,

Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:

Cllr Mrs V Wood  (Chairman)
Pershore Town Council

Mr D Brotheridge


Pershore Midsummer Brass

Mrs M Ferris



Twinning

Mrs M Freeman


Pershore Heritage Centre

Ms E Gunhouse


Pershore Abbey

Mrs J Hemming


Twinning

Cllr D Hughes
.

Pershore Town Council
Mr C O’Loghlin


Twinning

Cllr D Shaw



Pershore Town Council

Ms A Tidmarsh


Wychavon D.C.

Items referred by members of the public

There were none

260.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Mr Crouchley, Cllr Daniels, Cllr Palfrey, Cllr Parsons, Mrs Payne and Ms Scott

261.  Declarations of Interest

There were none
262.  Minutes
It was proposed by Mrs Ferris, seconded by Mrs Freeman and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 9th August be accepted as a true record of the proceedings.

263.  Matters of Report

There were no matters of report.

264.  Twinning

a.
The Clerk advised that Bad Neustadt had invited Pershore to visit them in 
April and again in October if they wished. Plouay had advised that they wish to come 
to Pershore either in April or at the beginning of June.

The Clerk had investigated costs of flights and it had been difficult to ascertain accurate costs for October. However, initial investigations had indicated that return flights in April could be obtained for just under £100 whereas they were over £200 in October. Following discussion it was agreed to recommend to Council that Pershore visit Bad Neustadt from 27th to 30 April and Plouay would be invited to come to Pershore from 29th May to 2nd June so that they could take part in Carnival.

b.
Cllr Wood advised that it had been decided not to invite the Dead Horse Big Band to the Jazz Festival in 2011.

265.  Visitor Information Centre
a.
Members accepted the report of the visitor information centre and noted with interest the comparisons of web site activity from 2009 to 2010 which were now available.
b.
Cllr Wood showed the meeting new “Spend a Day in Pershore” packs created by the Visitor Information Centre which were very popular and the Clerk advised that there was also a “Welcome to Pershore” pack for new residents which had been flying off the shelves.

The design of an A frame was agreed and Cllr Wood advised that it was hoped to be selling post cards shortly.

c.
Members noted the lack of accommodation in Pershore and commented that more was needed although how to attract people who wished to take this on was difficult.

266.  Public Transport
a.
Cllr Shaw advised that the County Council had issued new tender documents for the Wychavon Hopper service which it was hoped would now come in under budget.

b.
Cllr Wood advised that progress was being made with the railway station improvements and it was hoped to include the station in next year’s Pershore in Bloom.

267.  Abbey Park
The Clerk advised members of the opening of the bandstand on 28th November and that the Finance and Property Committee had agreed to concerts in the park every fortnight throughout the summer of 2011.

268.  Christmas 2010

The Clerk advised members of the Youth Council’s plans for the switching on of the Christmas lights on 27th November which included stalls in Broad Street, reindeer, Father Christmas and fireworks. A Christmas Card competition was to be held to choose who would switch on the lights.

269.  Reports on Events
Plum Festival

Ms Tidmarsh reported on the success if the Plum Festival in 2010 with 52 shops opening and 38 entering the window dressing competition. An open evening had been held which had been very well attended and it was noted that the transport – park and ride – needed to be outsourced for 2011 and there needed to be better dialogue with the banks who had run out of money in the cash machines before the end of the day.

It was agreed the Clerk write to the banks in the town advising them of when the various events take place in the town and asking for some help to ensure cash is always available.

It was noted that the cars may use King George’s Field in 2011 and additional events may take place during August with a plum theme. A fishing competition was also being considered.

Mrs Gunhouse advised that the Abbey had had a good day on plum fayre day but had decided not to do the “Abbey Ablaze” in 2011. The tower tours had been most successful as had the teddy bear parachutes.

It was noted that there were still some issues with coaches in the town

Jazz Festival

Cllr Wood reported that the hew accommodation block at Pershore College was to be included as accommodation for the Jazz Festival in 2011 and the event will take place on the weekend on 20th August.

Wychavon Festival of Brass

Cllr Wood advised that this would take place in Pershore in 2011 and details were awaited.

Art & Photography Exhibition

The AGM of this event was to be held the week of this meeting and Cllr Wood would have more information about the event in 2011 following that meeting.

Carnival

Cllr Hughes advised that the event would take place on 30th May 2011 with a bigger dog show. Ms Tidmarsh asked that if Carnival could consider including asparagus in its theme that could help bring people in.

Midsummer Brass

Mr Brotheridge explained the event would take place on 9th July 2011 and it was intended to make use of the bandstand. The Big Brass Band from Bad Neustadt hoped to attend and the Clerk agreed to advise those on the twinning database that this visit was taking place in case anyone wished to become involved. The responsibility for organising the hosting would remain with the Midsummer Brass committee.

Ms Tidmarsh reminded those present that entries were required in the events guide 
as a matter of urgency.
270.  Items for Information

a.
Mrs Freeman advised that it was hoped to have more coach visits to the Heritage Centre in 2011 and the last visit had been most successful.
b.
Cllr Wood advised that the new Town Tours had been very successful and it was hoped to expand these in 2011.

271.  Items for future agenda

Representatives from Chamber of Trade and Midsummer Brass
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:30
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………
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