11.05.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOURISM AND TWINNING COMMITTEE

Monday 11th May 2009
Minutes of the meeting of the Tourism and Twinning Committee of

Pershore Town Council, held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore,

Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:

Cllr Mrs V Wood  (Chairman)
Pershore Town Council

Cllr Jane Daniels


Pershore Town Council

Mrs Janet Daniels


Photographic & Art Exhibition
Mrs M Ferris



Twinning

Mrs J Hemming


Twinning

Cllr D Hughes
.

Pershore Town Council
Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.

Pershore Town Council (non member)

Mrs M Payne



Civic Society
Ms Hilary Philpott


Pershore Market Town Manager

Cllr M Rowe



Pershore Town Council

Cllr D Shaw



Pershore Carnival

Mr L Tacy



Pershore Heritage Centre

Items referred by members of the public

There were none
173.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Mrs Marian Freeman, Mrs Marian Baines and Mrs Sharon Thomas
174.  Declarations of Interest

There were none

175.  Minutes
It was proposed by Mrs Hemming, seconded by Mrs Payne and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 9th March 2009 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
176.  Matters of Report

In the absence of Mrs Freeman the Clerk reported that she was in the process of liaising with the owner of the Angel Hotel regarding a possible display of asparagus memorabilia.
177.  Twinning

a.
The Clerk advised that a response from Ryan Air was still awaited and it was 

agreed the issue be taken to the BBC as requested by one of their presenters

b.
Cllr Wood advised that a very successful visit had taken place to Bad Neustadt the previous weekend and all those present who had traveled agreed. Cllr Wood reported that Mrs Harrison had been awarded a commendation for being part of the original twinning arrangements.
c.
The Clerk reported that the August visit from Bad Neusatd would last from the Friday evening until the following Monday evening. The Monday was Plum Fayre day and a Civic Reception would be held at the Town Hall on the Saturday evening. Cllr Wood hoped to speak to the Angel Hotel about using a marquee in their grounds on the Sunday evening for a pig roast and as a social occasion.
It was suggested that a visit to Oxford take place on the Saturday with possibly a boat trip on the Sunday. Detailed costs would need to be recommended to Council as soon as possible.

Cllr Parsons advised that as part of a band was coming from Bad Neustadt, it may be possible to involve the Bretforton Silver Band and the Clerk will investigate this. Mrs Hemming agreed to ascertain the price of a birthday cake for cutting at the Civic Reception.

Cllr Wood asked that a member of the Town Choir be asked to join the committee and this will be put to Council as the terms of reference will need to be amended. The Town Choir were also interested in taking a more active part in twinning.
The number of visitors is likely to be over 50 and the Clerk asked for anyone who was able to host to let her know as soon as possible.

d.
Cllr Wood advised members that no details about the Plouay exchange were yet available but hoped to have more information in time for the next meeting. Mrs Ferris noted that the usual  visit pattern was for a visit from Germany in the same year as a visit of Pershore to Plouay and a visit from Plouay in the year Pershore visited Bad Neustadt. This will mean a further visit from Bad Neustadt in 2010 and this will be an item for a future agenda.
178.  Visitor Information Centre

The Visitor Information Centre report was accepted and members were interested in the imminent opening of some of the rooms at Croome Court. Cllr Wood was still trying to find a way of having some boat trips on the Avon in the summer.

It was agreed that although the table at Tyddesley Wood had been successful, more space had been required and this will be addressed in time for 2010.

179.  Guided Walks
Cllr Wood advised that a group of about 12 people would be needed for the training and it was hoped to set this up shortly. The Clerk will liaise with Cllr Wood to arrange a suitable date and to encourage potential guides to attend the training.

180.  Boxing Day

Members agreed that it was not feasible to hold events on Boxing Day
181.  Reports on Events

Ms Philpott advised that plans were well under way for the Plum Festival with a launch planned for 1st August. A newsletter would be published shortly and several new attractions were planned including a photographic competition.

The Jazz Festival, also in August was already receiving bookings and 29 bands had been booked for the weekend.
Cllr Wood advised that the Wychavon Festival of Brass, to be held in Droitwich in 2009, was well into the planning stage and more information would be available in due course.

Cllr Wood reported that plans for the Art & Photography show were also well underway and would take place on 1st August being opened by the Plum Festival Princess.

Cllr Hughes reported that the final meeting before Carnival would take place on 14th May and a successful event was anticipated. Cllr Parsons stated that more procession entrants were needed and some committee members agreed to enter a float. The Clerk will ascertain if a lorry is available.
182.  Items for Information

a.
Mrs Daniels advised that the Civic Society would be celebrating their 50th anniversary this year

b.
Cllr Shaw advised that the Open Gardens weekend would be 6th and 7th June

c.
Cllr Wood advised that judging for the Pershore in Bloom competition would take place on 22nd July and that this year there would be a front garden competition for people to enter.

d.
Cllr Shaw advised that there would be a Plum Heritage exhibition at Pershore College on the weekend of 6th/7th June.
183.  Items for future agenda

There were none
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………
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