09.03.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOURISM AND TWINNING COMMITTEE

Monday 9th March 2009
Minutes of the meeting of the Tourism and Twinning Committee of

Pershore Town Council, held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore,

Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:

Cllr Mrs V Wood  (Chairman)
Pershore Town Council

Mrs Janet Daniels


Photographic & Art Exhibition
Mrs M Ferris



Twinning

Mrs M Freeman


Pershore Heritage Centre

Mrs J Hemming


Twinning

Cllr D Hughes
.

Pershore Town Council
Cllr Julian Palfrey


Pershore Town Council

Mr C O’Loghlin


Twinning

Mrs M Payne



Civic Society
Ms Hilary Philpott


Pershore Market Town Manager

Cllr K Rowe



Pershore Town Council

Cllr M Rowe



Pershore Town Council

Cllr D Shaw



Pershore Carnival

Mr L Tacy



Pershore Heritage Centre

Mrs A Tidmarsh


Wychavon D.C.

Items referred by members of the public

Mr Robert Speight, Town Crier, attended the meeting to introduce himself to members and offer his services at any events where it may be considered helpful.
162.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Jane Daniels and Mr Ivan Crouchley.
163.  Declarations of Interest

There were none

164.  Minutes
There were no minutes for the meeting held 5th January 2009 as the meeting was not quorate.

165.  Matters of Report

The Clerk advised that a response from Ryan Air was still awaited.

166.  Twinning

a.
The Clerk advised that 33 people would be travelling to Bad Neustadt at the end of April and a print of Pershore, suitably mounted, had been purchased as a celebratory gift. Cllr Wood mentioned various options for the return visit in August and this will be an item for debate at the next meeting.
b.
It was agreed a debate concerning the future arrangements for Twinning be deferred to a future meeting.

c.
Cllr Wood advised members that a Plouay exchange was planned for 2010 and further information would be available in due course.

167.  Pedestrian Signage
Ms Philpott outlines plans for improving the pedestrian signage for the town under the Better Welcome scheme and members agreed to recommend to Council that this proposal be accepted. The final design for the finial on the top of the posts and notice boards to be decided in due course.
168.  Visitor Information Centre

The Visitor Information Centre report was accepted and members reminded that an updated website for the visitpershore site was in the Town Council budget for 2009.

Cllr Wood advised that she was trying to arrange some overnight boat moorings for the summer so that there was a possibility that boat trips could run for visitors to the town.
169.  Guided Walks
Cllr Wood reported that the Market Town Partnership had agreed to help with funding the training of guides so that guided walks around the town could be provided for visitors and coach parties. Once the necessary paperwork has been received, training will be organized and members were asked to register their interest with the Town Clerk. Mrs Freeman agreed to help with familiarizing guides with the necessary interesting areas of the town.
170.  Reports on Events

Cllr Wood advised that the Plum Festival would start on 1st August, the same day as the Art and Photography Show which would have a theme of “in the life of a plum”. There would be a farmers market and choir festival on the day and she was pleased to see the Vale Trail leaflets had now been printed.
Cllr Wood advised that plans were well under way for the Jazz Festival with bookings already going well. The College was offering bed and breakfast as well as a camp site and the event would take place 15th and 16th August with a gospel service in the Baptist Church on the Sunday.

Wychavon Festival of Brass would take place in Droitwich in 2009 and Evesham in 
2010 provided suitable venues could be found now that the public hall had closed.
Pershore Carnival arrangements were well under way with everyone being encouraged to enter into the spirit of a medieval fair, including a best dressed stallholder competition. Lorries could be made available to any group that wished to enter a traditional float.
It was agreed that the Music Festival should be removed from the agenda for future meetings.
171.  Items for Information

Mrs Tidmarsh reported that the Vale Trail and Events Diary was now available for visitors and the Blossom Trail signs would soon be put up. She  reported that there had been a lot of media interest and tours, calling at Pershore, would be taking places on all Wednesdays in April. Asparagus tours were also being organized in May and the Angel hotel may be selling “Asparabreaks” in midweek to enable visitors to also take part in the coach tour.
Mrs Freeman suggested a small display of asparagus related historic implements could be put in the small display case at the Angel and she would liaise with the new landlord.
172.  Items for future agenda

Boxing Day activities
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………
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