PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MEETING

THURSDAY 22nd APRIL 2010
Minutes of the TOWN MEETING of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore, commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:
Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor)


Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr D Hughes


Cllr P Merry


Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr K Rowe



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw



Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Apologies:
Cllrs  G Amphlett, J Daniels, and G.B.M. Hughes MBE 
147. Minutes

The Minutes were noted as agreed by the Town Council in June 2009.

148. Matters of report from the minutes
There were none.

149. Report of the Town Mayor
Cllr Parsons reminded members on what the Council had achieved over the past year including the rededication of the Town Clock during the Royal British Legion’s rally in June and commented on the success of the rally.

Cllr Parsons also mentioned the newly opened Avon Meadows Wetland Area and the installation of brown tourist type signs at the Pinvin approach to Pershore.  
The Mayor expressed his concerns over the inadequate car parking facilities at Pershore Station and the intransigent attitude of the bureaucrats which was in no way helping to resolve the issue.
Cllr Parsons also expressed his relief that although the current flood alleviation scheme
Was far less than that originally planned it was good to see that work had now started and also that the Abbey Park scheme was almost complete.

Twinning with Bad Neustadt had celebrated its thirtieth anniversary and very 
successful visits had been made by both towns.  

As usual the town had looked stunning throughout the summer months with floral displays lining the streets, flower beds ablaze with colour and individuals making sure that front gardens and allotments were in pristine condition.  All this had resulted in Pershore winning a gold award in the Heart of England in Bloom awards and the Mayor offered his congratulations to all who had made this possible.

Cllr Parsons reminded members of the town’s first Youth Council formed the previous September following very exiting and well supported elections at Pershore High School when 12 eager youngsters set about doing what they thought best for Pershore.  The Youth Council had organised the best ever ceremony of the switching on of the town’s Christmas lights and plans were afoot to match that success this year.  On May 3rd a music festival had been arranged which Cllr Parsons said he was sure would see similar success.  He noted that when considering the community in general the youth council continued to campaign for a pedestrian crossing in Station Road and a weight limit on traffic in the High Street.

Cllr Parsons noted that he was pleased that Wychavon had valued the Market Town Manager role sufficiently to engage Susie Scott which was a very important position in promoting all that Pershore had to offer and he was pleased that she had settled into the role with remarkable speed.

The Council had agreed to adopt the Power of Well Being, releasing it from restrictions on expenditure providing that such expenditure was for the well being of the town.  At the time of the meeting the Town Council is the only town council in the county to have this privilege. The Council had also signed up to the 10/10 campaign agreeing to aim for a reduction in its carbon footprint by 10% over the next ten years.

Cllr Parsons commented on the difficulties with the Town Hall and stated that the Council continued with the opinion that design and construction defects prevented the smooth and efficient operation of the building.  The work to try to resolve these issues had put a tremendous amount of extra work onto the Town Clerk along with other legal issues which continued to take valuable staff time.
The Mayor noted that the year has been a difficult one financially with the Council not enjoying the investment income as in previous years and some hard decisions had had to be taken regarding the 2010/2011 budget.  He stated that it had been especially saddening to cut the grant aid that the Council had been able to give to local charities over the years and hoped this could be reinstated in the future.  He thanked the finance committee for all their hard word in keeping the precept increase to an acceptable level which had been no mean feat.
The Mayor thanked all  those members who had supported his charity fund raising events or very generously given a donation, this support had been very much appreciated and he and the Mayoress had raised over £4,000 to date. In addition he and the Mayoress had hosted a coffee morning for ‘End Polio Now’ campaign which had raised over £220 enabling over 800 children to be vaccinated against polio.

Cllr Parsons concluded by saying that throughout the year Pershore Town Council had continued to lead the way in the County and he was sure that with continued hard work and dedication of its staff and members would continue to do so in the future.

150. Reports from representatives of outside bodies

Citizens Advice Bureau

Cllr Wood reported that the previous year there had been a very real possibility that 
the CAB office would have to close by the following October knowing that there was going to be a reduction in the Wychavon District Council funding. This fear had been allayed when due to diligent and numerous applications for grants and contracts it became apparent that the bureau could continue until March, although opportunities for the following year were unknown. 

Recently Rooftop Housing had offered accommodation free of charge in their new offices being prepared in Port Street, Evesham.  This accommodation should be available before Christmas and would remove one of the largest income drains, i.e. rent currently payable to St. Mary's Church.  This news had obviously come as a huge relief, especially in the current climate when the need for advice was increasing particularly with regard to debt and unemployment.    There were still a few obstacles to be overcome but what was certain is that CAB will always be needed.
Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils

Cllr Grantham reported that he had been able to attend four out of the five Executive committee meetings during the past year and during the year the following issues of interest to councils had been addressed:-

NALC had issued a new version of standing orders for councils to adopt or, if felt necessary, modify to suit their needs.

CALC was still active in offering training for councillors and also for Town clerks.

New funding for CALC had been obtained from the Worcestershire Partnership which would enable CALC to offer improved services to parishes and towns in the future.

NALC had recently issued a draft document on its Development Strategy for councils and this was available for comment.
An attempt had been made to re-launch the ”Charter”- previously launched in 2005 with little support from the other tiers of local government.

The post of Executive Officer for CALC would shortly be advertised  (Richard Levett had been acting in the post for some time)
Pershore & District Voluntary Help Centre

Cllr Gaynor Amphlett reported that she had last attended a meeting on the 23/03/10. The centre continued to provide very good services to the district both in finding volunteers, the transport scheme, centre club, and was looking at getting new grants to re-instate the befriending service.

The figures showed that hospital visits made up the vast majority of trips; this was in part because of past history and expectations. It was also due to the lamentable lack of a direct bus to the hospital and that side of Worcester from Pershore.

The centre wanted residents to know that it was a SOCIAL car scheme and not just a hospital transport service. Residents could ask for help with getting into town on important personal business, or indeed to meet with friends for lunch etc.

There was a new fundraising committee in place working hard to raise the centre’s profile. They had lots of ideas for future events. 10th April coffee morning 10.30 at the VHC £2.00. 17th July Ferret Racing, 7.30 Pidele House, “Avonside Hotel” Wyre Piddle £10.00 to include fish and chip supper. They would also be doing a Christmas Craft Fair, 23rd October, venue to be announced later.

The centre was hoping to brighten up their street presence with a coat of paint, and possibly a notice board outside about up and coming events so people could see what was happening as they passed by even when the centre is closed.

The centre was increasingly well used by local groups and associations; it was a 
lovely and affordable place for people to gather.

Pershore Town Football Club 
Cllr Daniels reported that the senior football side of the Club had not gone as well as could be hoped although the team were staying up in the Midland Football Combination Premier League for next season. The Reserve team had gone very well and were a pool of players for the first team and the future.

The Junior section of the Club had done very well. Two teams had already won their league with 2 or 3 other teams hoping to achieve good results in cup and league.

Finance

The Club had struggled at times due to the dreadful weather over Christmas and the first couple of months of the year, and also due to the financial climate in the country in general.

All were working hard to improve the situation and were confident that the Club could be kept on an even keel and go forward to the next season positively with maybe more help from the local community and businesses.

Council for the Protection of Rural England 
Cllr Merry reported that an anti-litter initiative launched by CPRE President, Bill Bryson, together with action by Local Authorities had helped to achieve a welcome 9% annual reduction in fly tipping. The American author had urged councils to increase their efforts in a campaign which, it was hoped, would start to have an impact on public behaviour. Initiatives to increase the supply of local, and sustainably sourced, food were also being pursued.

The CPRE had joined forces with the National Trust and the RSPB to back the Government Energy Strategy to generate 15% of the country’s energy needs from renewable sources. Offshore wind power was particularly welcomed, and where onshore applications were considered it cautioned careful assessment of the balance between the amount of energy produced and the impact on the environment.

Planning matters continued to feature in much of the work of the CPRE with pressure from house building, transport, energy production and farming. To assist those who had an interest in consultation on these matters, a plain English guide to the Planning System had been produced and was available on the CPRE web-site.

Engaging the national planning debate, it had:

· called for a fresh approach to planning for houses, taking greater account of environmental impact and volatile demographic trends.

· urged the Government to re-examine Eco-town proposals with a greater emphasis on regenerating urban areas.

· welcomed the prospect of small hydropower schemes, but calls for sensitive location.

Looking further ahead it had set out a comprehensive vision for the future with aspirations for 2026, the charity’s centenary year.

Vale Heritage Landscape Trust
Cllr David Shaw reported that as a result of on-going funding from the Landfill Communities Fund, administered by Severn Waste Services, VALE LANDSCAPE HERITAGE TRUST  continues to own and manage conservation projects in over 200 acres of Worcestershire’s precious woodlands, grasslands and fruit orchards in Lower Moor, Fladbury, Cleeve Prior, Hampton, Littleton, 
Bishampton and the Lenches.

Every Wednesday, whatever the weather, a team of a dozen loyal volunteers 
undertook conservation projects at our various sites.

The Trust was a major participant in BBC local radio’s carbon footprint offsetting initiative, and the breakfast show presenter planted heritage varieties of apple trees including Newton Wonder and Madresfield Gold, at our Hipton Hill site.  These trees were sourced from our local organic nursery at Walcot, Drakes Broughton.

The popular series of orchid walks continued, and from Butterfly Conservation, Birmingham University, and Chiltern Hills AONB, were hosted led by the former principal of Pershore College, Heather Barrett-Mold.

The Trust had valuable close co-operation with the Duckworth Worcestershire Trust and the National Trust team at Croome Court.

Hipton Hill was now visited on the Blossom Tours, and would be a venue on the Plum Tours in August.  Youngsters from two estates in Worcester were already looking forward to returning to pick plums for the Plum Festival.

Public Transport
Cllr Julian Palfrey reported that major  work to redouble over 20 miles of the Cotswold Line between Worcester and Oxford was on target with a planned completion date of May 2011 for the section between Ascot under Wychwood to a mile east of Charlbury in Oxfordshire and September 2011 for completion of the 15 mile section between Evesham and Moreton- in- Marsh.

Although the line through Pershore did not form part of the redoubling project, the current scheme was designed to greatly improve reliability and timekeeping and allow for certain improvements in the level of services. Pressure was also mounting for an early introduction of an hourly service throughout the day between Malvern, Worcester, Oxford and London through Pershore which would be an achievable goal with the completion of the current project.

Progress on the station enhancements scheme remained painfully slow since the provision of an attractive set of new station railings provided by local craftsman Steve Cooper and paid for by local councils, the Cotswold Line Promotion Group and the Pershore Market Towns Partnership.  

Further improvements depended on progress to sort the chaotic parking arrangements at the station which was limited to 20 spaces and where a proposed land swop deal between Network Rail and an adjacent landowner was still mired in a legal dispute. Various meetings had been held to try and resolve the dispute and Pershore Town Council was in contact with both Network Rail and most recently the Department for Transport who were now actively involved in seeking an early resolution.This was vital if Pershore Station and local residents were to benefit from the growth in rail traffic which the redoubling project was likely to bring. Train Operating Company First Great Western who initially offered to provide two new waiting shelters as their part of the multi agency improvement project but later withdrew from the scheme completely had now agreed to replace one of the existing shelters.

Bus services

Major upheaval in local bus services and in particular the 382 service between Pershore and Worcester vis Eckington, Wadborough and Norton during the year led to regular problems with reliability of service provided by new operator Red Diamond and timekeeping problems when the County Council introduced a new timetable incorporating Great Comberton. This had been hastily withdrawn and the service reverted to its existing and current route.The service had since much improved although there had still been problems with short notice cancellations and with driver route knowledge.

Congestion and delays at Worcester bus station following a revision of service pick up stands had become a problem now that the Pershore/Evesham 550/1 services shared a stand
with the regular 43 and 44 city services with passengers often having to walk 
around waiting buses to reach their own service.

Worcestershire County Council was currently working with representatives 
from Wychavon District Council and Pershore Town Council and Pershore Volunteer Centre to provide a much improved service between local villages and Pershore/Evesham. The "Wychavon Hopperf" service due for introduction in September would replace a number of existing service contracts and was designed to build on the success of the Pershore PlumLine service and offer a regular interval hourly service mainly between villages north of Pershore and Evesham into the two centres which should provide a much improved facility for work, shopping and leisure journeys.

A new service provided by Pershore Volunteer Centre was offering a new link between the town and the new Co-op store on the trading estate on Thursdays. This was proving very popular particularly with senior citizens who now had much easier access to the store and appreciated the home delivery facility. It was hoped the service will be extended.

Emergency Planning
Cllr Parsons reported that he had not needed to act in his role as Emergency Planning Officer this year for which he had been very grateful.
Pershore Market Town Partnership

Cllr Tucker reported that Susie Scott had now taken over from Hilary Philpott as Market Town Manager and was doing a good job. The Avon Meadows wetland was becoming a major asset to the town and residents and an increase in wildlife in the area was already apparent. Various projects for 2010 had been agreed including grants to

Midsummer Brass

Number 8

Jazz Festival

Riverside Youth Centre

Plum Festival

Art in the park

Bandstand

Angel Hotel for power supply for events

11 projects in total had been supported with match funding several times that granted by the partnership. The partnership has £30,000 available for 2011 but no commitment has been made for later years.
Pershore Riverside Youth Centre
Cllr Smith reported that this had been another highly successful year for the Centre.  The facilities and activities available to the young people of Pershore and surrounding villages had been further enhanced and its reputation as one of the best youth clubs in the County and surrounding area continued to grow.  A major contributor to this success had been the partnership between the PRYC Charitable Trust and Worcestershire County Council Youth Support (WCCYS) in the management of the Centre

Both the main 13+ year old youth club run by WCCYS and the under 13 year Club organised by the Trustees had continued to thrive with 40+ young people attending each of these sessions.   It remained an aim to offer the under 13 Club on a weekly rather than fortnightly basis if suitable staff could be found.  Of particular note this year had been the Summer Programme which attracted over 200 young people.  The Programme for the under 13s was regarded as the best in the country. New activities and facilities acquired this year included a cinema purchased from a donation received from Pershore Round Table, two Bell boats purchased by Pershore High School and upgrades to the archery equipment and the recording equipment in the Music room.  The Trustees were currently seeking funding to provide a time4u style clinic to be offered at the Centre which included aspects such as sex counselling.  They had also progressed further the plans for a major extension 
to the building to accommodate changing rooms, toilets, showers and further 
storage to enable the expansion of water based and other outdoor activities.

A major policy of the Trustees had been to expand the youth provision in the area by actively encouraging other organisations offering such provision to make use of the facilities.  This had led recently to the Pershore Sea Cadets and the Pershore Children’s Centre, who organised dads and kids activity days and young parent sessions, utilizing the building.  The Centre had also become a hub for Bell boat activities which were made use of by all local schools.

Financially the Centre remained sound and would like to thank all those organisations who had donated grants, notably the Pershore Market Town Partnership, Wychavon District Council, Pershore Town Council Worcestershire County Council and Pershore College Rag Week.  The Centre was also increasing bookings for its rooms by outside bodies, not involved with youth, giving some further income.  However the funding enabling the employment of the Centre Development Manager provided by Worcestershire County Council had not been confirmed beyond 2010 due to a reorganisation of youth services.  This was a major concern as this role has been a key element in the success of the Centre.

Finally, two Trustees, Cllrs Chris Parsons and Gaynor Amphlett had recently resigned for personal reasons.  The Board of Trustees thanked them for the major contribution they had made to the Centre.
Fair Trade Group 
The Town continues to be able to offer a wide range of outlets retailing Fairtrade products, including in its Town centre supermarket.  The Pershore Fairtrade Group was therefore very 

gratified to receive in February, confirmation of renewal of our Town's official Fairtrade status.  Initiatives from, in particular, Abbey Park Middle School, have been very welcome, and have helped to boost the local profile of the Fairtrade movement.

Allotment Association

Cllr Parsons reported that the allotments were running smoothly and flood defences would start shortly. There was a problem with the condition of some of the tracks but this would be an item for consideration once the Environment Agency had completed the works. Cllr Parsons also noted the problem of deer on the allotment site and options were being investigated by the Clerk.

Transition Towns

Cllr Shaw reported that a new forum had been formed at Bishops Wood to include officers from the County and District Councils which would be a good source of advice and raise local awareness of the movement. The food group had arranged a tour of sustainable gardens at the end of June to coincide with the Festival of Flowers.
142. Items raised by residents of Pershore

a. Difficulties of users wishing to book the Town Hall requiring public liability insurance.
b. Removal of the blue bin outside Tesco which did not fit in with the conservation area, as well as the Tesco signage.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Signed ………………………………………………   Date  ……………………………

Chairman


PAGE  
22.04.10

