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8th December 2011
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Pershore Town Council, to be held on Thursday 15th December 2011 at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Mrs A Dobbins A.C.I.B.

Town Clerk
AGENDA

PRAYERS

ITEMS REFERRED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

a.
A representative from the Quality Parish Council panel will attend the meeting to present the Town Council with its certificate of renewal of its Quality Status.
b.
Residents are invited to give their views to the Town Council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration, before the start of this meeting. 

Residents may also speak during the meeting on agenda items only, at the invitation of the Chairman. 
c.
To receive any declarations of prejudicial interests from councillors who may speak on that item at this stage, or speak under the agenda item if invited to do so by the Chairman.
1. APOLOGIES

To receive any apologies for absence.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any declarations of interest from members regarding items appearing on this agenda.

3. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

To receive any Mayor’s Announcements

4. ITEMS BROUGHT TO MEMBERS ATTENTION BY THE TOWN CLERK

To receive any items from the Town Clerk

5.  MINUTES

To consider the adoption of the minutes of the meetings held on 14th November 2011 and 17th November 2011 attached to this agenda
6.  MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES  (for information)
a.
Members are advised that the “slow closer” for the walkway gate has been ordered and its installation is still awaited.

b.
Members are advised that the Clerk has again (22nd August, 8th September, 13th October and 8th November) contacted the County Council regarding progress with Severn Trent and the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill. Members are reminded that letters have been written in the past to Severn Trent by the Town Council on 18th September 2009, 15th March 2010, 18th November 2010, 4th January 2011 and 25th May 2011. Additionally, the County Council has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions from September 2009 to date. As requested the Clerk wrote again on 21st November and a detailed response is awaited.
c.
It has been difficult to find a suitable date for group photographs of the Council but this is something the Clerk will continue to pursue.

d.
Members are advised that it is anticipated that a convenient date for the four interested members to visit the CCTV room at the Civic Centre is still being actively sought.
e.
The Clerk has written to the District Council, as agreed, and requested consideration of a short suspension of car parking charges in the mornings and afternoons to encourage parents dropping off and picking up children from school not to park in Abbey Road. A response is awaited. Additionally the County Council will be discussing options with Cllr E Tucker to determine whether a Traffic Regulation Order is appropriate in this location.
f.
The Clerk is in the process of entering into the formal agreement with National Express as agreed.

g.
The Clerk has completed the necessary documentation to allow the transfer of ownership of artefacts discovered at the Town Hall to be passed to the County Archaeological Service.

h.
The Clerk has advised the District Council of the agreed street naming protocol and their formal agreement for the Town Council to take over this responsibility is awaited.

7.  FINANCE

a.
Please find enclosed a draft copy of the budget comparison to the end of November for members’ consideration. 
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider approving the budget comparison.
b.
To approve the list of payments for the months of December available at this meeting
Recommendation:- Members are asked to consider approving the payment list for December.
c.
Members are advised that a request has been received for members’ consideration to contribute towards the cost of boards at the entrances to the town and a banner to advertise the Open Gardens Scheme taking place in late May 2012. The total cost is £375  and 50% of this has already been promised by another body. Members are asked to consider whether they wish to contribute £175 towards the remaining £187.50 costs still to be found although are reminded that there are no funds remaining in the grants budget. The organisers have indicated they would be willing to apply for a grant from the 2012 budget in the normal way provided they had some assurance that the funds were likely to be forthcoming.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested

c.
It is anticipated that a copy of the valuation of the Council’s investments to the 5th December will be available in time for this meeting
d.
Please find attached a copy of the External Auditor’s letter and a report outlining his recommendations to the Council. Members are advised that these are already being carried out in time for the internal auditor’s normal visit in February.

e.
Please find attached a copy of the budget as recommended by the Finance and Property Committee and showing a 5% increase in the precept. Members are asked to consider the ratification of the budget so that the precept request can be sent to the District Council.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider the ratification of the Finance and Property Committee’s budget proposals

8.  ITEMS FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

a.
Members are advised that a detailed report on the structural condition and probable costs of the work required to the cemetery chapel should be available in the New Year when a formal report will be made to this Council. 

b.
Members are advised that a member of the grounds staff at the cemetery has decided to retire and given one month’s notice. A recommendation from the Cemetery Committee as to a replacement will be an item for this Council’s consideration at the January meeting.
9.  PERSHORE LIBRARY

Please see a report from the Management Group as attached to this agenda. Members are advised that a confidential item is included at the end of this agenda should any discussion need to be considered in confidential session.

10.  MANAGEMENT GROUP

Please see the recommendation regarding the recruitment of an Assistant to the Town Clerk following the Management Group meeting on 6th December. Members are asked to consider the ratification of this recommendation.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider the ratification of the Management Group’s recommendation as to the procedure for the recruitment of a new Assistant to the Town Clerk
11.  STREET COLLECTIONS
Members will recall requesting notification from Regulatory Services when street collections were to take place in the town. In response, the department has confirmed that in future they will send a list of those organisations about to be granted a licence to the Town Council for consideration. Members will be asked to consider this list and also suggest a maximum number of collections to be permitted in one year. The Licencing Officer has also asked for members to outline the method by which they reach their recommendations and the detailed reasons behind any recommendation for a licence to be refused.

Members are asked to consider whether they are satisfied with this suggested method of ensuring the Council’s views are sought regarding the issuing of Street Collection Licences.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
12.  DAYS OF MEETINGS

Members will recall that 6 months ago it was agreed by this Council to retain Thursday as the day for the majority of Council meetings. In accordance with standing orders and at the request of Cllrs Gillmor and Palfrey members are asked to consider again the possibility of changing the days of some committee meetings to enable these two members to attend more regularly due to a conflict with work commitments.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
13.  SECTION 106 MONIES

Members are advised that it is the responsibility of the District Council to determine how section 106 monies are spent in the town and it is not known at this stage what input may be invited from the Town Council. Members are asked to consider whether they wish to ask the local members to obtain additional information on the proposals from the District Council and bring a report to the next meeting.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested

14.  VISION FOR THE COUNCIL

Please find attached a report of the meeting held on 12th November to consider a vision for the Town Council. Members are asked to consider adopting the recommendations in the report and also making suggestions for the next steps in the implementation of the vision.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider adopting the vision for the Town Council and deciding their next steps in its implementation.
15.  PUBLIC TRANSPORT

a.
Members are advised that the timing of the last bus to Pershore from Worcester is still causing difficulties for residents and members are asked to consider whether they wish to make any further representations to the County Council regarding this issue.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.

b.
To receive any other items relating to public transport

16.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES/PORTFOLIO HOLDERS
Members are advised that no written reports have been received

Citizens Advice Bureau – verbal report to be given at this meeting
County Association of Local Councils

Pershore Volunteer Centre

Council for the Protection of Rural England

Vale Landscape Heritage Trust
Pershore Market Town Partnership


Pershore Town Football Club

Pershore Riverside Youth Centre


Fair Trade Group
Wychavon Festival of Brass

Transition Towns




Recommendation:-
Members are invited to ask questions regarding the above reports.

Portfolio holders:- 

Emergency Planning – nothing to report
Allotments
17. COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
a.
Members will recall that the County Council are consulting on proposals for changes in funding for the Voluntary and Community Sector to enable these organisations to be better able to play a role in the County. The proposal is for £750,000 over a three year period to be made available in this sector and the details are attached to this agenda for members’ information. Members will recall that they deferred their response to this consultation to enable them to attend the consultation event on 6th December 

Recommendation:-
Members are asked whether they wish to respond to this consultation and in what way
b.
Following this Council’s and the Youth Council’s letter to the County Council regarding the safety of pedestrians crossing the railway bridge, members are advised that whilst it is not possible to widen the bridge or the footway, other safety measures are being investigated. Members are asked to consider whether they wish to make any further representations in this regard at this stage.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.

18. DISTRICT COUNCIL SERVICES

a.
Members are advised that the majority of planning conditions imposed on the Three Springs Road development have been discharged.
b.
Members are advised that the District Council are asking for nominations from this Council for the Wychavon Bursary and as the closing date is 15th January members are asked to bring suggestions to this meeting for consideration.
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider nominations for the Wychavon Bursary

c.
To receive any other items relating to Wychavon District Council
19. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

To receive any items of information not listed on the attached sheet
20. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Youth river activities

(RG)
Pershore RDC  Coat of Arms
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

At this point in the meeting, it is likely members will pass the following resolution: “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” agenda item 21 Pershore Library, 22, King George’s Field, 23 land off Holloway and 24 Leisure Centre Lease, 
21.  PERSHORE LIBRARY

The Clerk will update members on progress with the Town Council’s proposals for Pershore Library
22.  KING GEORGE’S FIELD

The Clerk will update members on proposals for a Deed of Easement on King George’s Field
23.  LAND OFF HOLLOWAY

The Clerk hopes to be in position to update members on progress with the purchase of land off Holloway. 

24.  LEISURE CENTRE LEASE

The Clerk will update members on issues relating to the Leisure Centre Lease

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
a.
Members are advised that the Localism Bill has now received Royal Assent and is an Act. It is anticipated that training in the effects of the Act will be provided by CALC in due course.
b.
Members are advised that a Tree Preservation Order has been confirmed for 2 lime trees and 1 ash tree in the vicinity of Sheldon Close and 2 walnut trees in the vicinity of Hilbre.
c.
A copy of meeting dates for 2012 are attached to this agenda for members’ information
d.
A copy of the Wildlife Trust Winter newsletter is in the Members’ Room for information.
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