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10th May 2012
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Pershore Town Council, to be held on Thursday 17th May 2012 at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Mrs A Dobbins A.C.I.B.

Town Clerk
AGENDA

PRAYERS

ITEMS REFERRED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

a.
Mr Ray Phillips from the Acquired Aphasia Trust, one of Cllr Tucker’s charities, will attend the meeting to give a brief over of the activities of the charity
b.
Residents are invited to give their views to the Town Council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration, before the start of this meeting. 

Residents may also speak during the meeting on agenda items only, at the invitation of the Chairman. 
c.
To receive any declarations of prejudicial interests from councillors who may speak on that item at this stage, or speak under the agenda item if invited to do so by the Chairman.
1. APOLOGIES

To receive any apologies for absence.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any declarations of interest from members regarding items appearing on this agenda.

3. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

To receive any Mayor’s Announcements

4. ITEMS BROUGHT TO MEMBERS ATTENTION BY THE TOWN CLERK

To receive any items from the Town Clerk

5.  MINUTES

To consider the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2012 attached to this agenda
6.  MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES  (for information)
a.
Members are advised that The Clerk has obtained various prices for a slow closer on the walkway gate and is in the process of ascertaining the most suitable.
b.
The Clerk is awaiting a reply from the County Council regarding consideration for improved signage for the 20 mph speed limit at each end of the town.

c.
Members are advised that a presentation on possible plans for the use of the river will take place at the June meeting of this Council.

d.
The Clerk has still not found a high enough interest rate to justify the Council borrowing funds from the Public Works Loan Board in advance of them being required at this stage, but is continuing to monitor rates.

e.
Members are reminded that a meeting was held with Rooftop Housing and that comments on the planning application will be requested once the application has been submitted. A final decision on the number of car parking spaces required for the Primary Care Trust is awaited.

f.
There has been no further contact from the District Council regarding the Hydropower project.

7.  FINANCE

a.
Please find enclosed a copy of the budget comparison to the end of April for members’ consideration. 
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider approving the budget comparison.
b.
Please find attached a valuation of the Council’s investments to 5th April 2012 for members’ consideration.
c.
Please find enclosed a copy of the Town Council’s accounts to end of March 2012 together with the Internal Auditor’s report and the Annual Return.

Members are asked to consider approving the accounts as audited and to complete the declaration on section 2 of the Annual Return that members confirm that, to the best of their knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31st March 2012 they are able to answer “yes” to all the statements in the section.
Recommendation:-
In view of the Internal Auditor’s report members are asked to consider approving the accounts and agreeing to answer “yes” to the statements in section 2 of the Annual Return.

d.
Please find enclosed a copy of the Town Council’s financial risk assessment as considered by the Finance and Property Committee. Members are asked to consider approving the risk assessment.

e.
To approve the list of payments for the months of May available at this meeting
Recommendation:- Members are asked to consider approving the payment list for May.
8.  ITEMS FROM THE AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

The committee agreed to recommend to Council, under the Public Transport agenda item that:-
a. The Clerk be authorised to write to the County Council asking for the 382 bus service to make a minor change to its route to include Birlingham

b. The Clerk write to Network Rail, with copies to those tendering for the franchise, asking for a progress report on the plans for the railway station car park.
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider the ratification of these recommendations.

9.  ITEMS FROM THE TWINNING AND TOURISM COMMITTEE
To consider any items for recommendation from the Twinning and Tourism Committee which meets on 14th May.
10.  I.T. FACILITIES

a.
Members are advised that it was found necessary for an additional computer and associated software to be purchased for the use of the new Assistant to the Town Clerk who started work in the middle of April. In conjunction with the Chairman of Finance and Property and in accordance with financial regulations the Clerk has obtained a new pc together with software and installation for a cost of £922 plus VAT. This sum can be found from the existing I T reserve.

b.
Following the installation of the above computer, it has become apparent that the server, now some 6 years old, is obsolete and has not been completing backups of the system for some weeks. A quotation has been obtained for a replacement in the sum of £3,750 and whilst this sum is not in the budget, members are asked to consider agreeing to the Clerk arranging for the purchase of a new server with the necessary installation and software costs with funds being taken from unallocated reserves.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider agreeing to the above purchase.

11.  PERSHORE LIBRARY

To consider any issues relating to Pershore Library not required to be considered in confidential session.
12.  KING GEORGE’S FIELD

a.
Members are asked to consider agreeing to the Town Council entering in to a legal agreement with the Avon Navigation Trust to clarify their responsibilities regarding the maintenance of the new facilities on King George’s Field. A draft document has been  prepared for signature by the Council and members are asked to consider agreeing to the Council entering into this agreement.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider entering into a legal agreement with the Avon Navigation Trust to enable responsibilities to be agreed.

b.
Members are also asked to agree to the Riverside Youth Centre entering into a similar agreement with the Avon Navigation Trust regarding the use of water and the pump out facility on the land leased from the Town Council to the Youth Centre.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider agreeing to a deed of variation of the lease to the Riverside Centre to take into account the water supply and pump out facility. 

13.  STREET NAMING

In accordance with the Town Council’s new responsibility, members are asked to consider an appropriate name for the street forming the new development at Mill Lane Close Garage Court. Members are advised that the developers have asked that the chosen name has nothing including “Mill”. A copy of the plan is attached to this agenda. Members may find is helpful to forward their suggestions via email to the Town Clerk in advance of the meeting to keep the length of the debate to a minimum.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to agree a street name for the Mill Lane Close Garage development. 
14.  QUEEN’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
a.
To receive a progress report on plans for the Town Council’s concert on Abbey Park on 2nd June.
b.
Members are advised that an invitation has been received for all councillors to attend a Service of Thanksgiving for the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen to be held on Sunday 3rd June 2012 at 3.30pm and members are asked to indicate their intention to attend as soon as possible.
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to indicate whether or not they intend to attend the above service and replies are requested by 18th June at the latest.

15.  PUBLIC TRANSPORT

To receive any items relating to public transport

16.  PERSHORE CEMETERY

Members are asked to consider agreeing to a request from the Royal British Legion to hold the Armistice Ceremony at the War Graves on Friday 9th November and the War Graves ceremony at the War Graves on Sunday 23rd December.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider agreeing to the above request.
17.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES/PORTFOLIO HOLDERS
Members are advised that no written reports have been received

Citizens Advice Bureau 

County Association of Local Councils

Pershore Volunteer Centre

Council for the Protection of Rural England

Vale Landscape Heritage Trust
Pershore Market Town Partnership 


Pershore Town Football Club

Pershore Riverside Youth Centre


Fair Trade Group
Wychavon Festival of Brass

Transition Towns




Recommendation:-
Members are invited to ask questions regarding the above reports.

Portfolio holders:- 

Emergency Planning – members are advised that Flood Wardens have been deployed during the recent heavy rain but no problems have been reported
Allotments
18. COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
a.
Members will recall, following the debate in March, minute 278c, they requested that no cycle hoops be fixed to the bollards in the High Street. The County Council officer responsible for cycle racks has asked for members consideration of fixing one hoop to either a bollard in the vicinity of the Town Hall or Number 8 where the pavements are wide. This would be on a trial basis and, should members feel that the trial is not successful it would be removed.
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider agreeing to the above trial with a bollard being used near to Number 8 where such a hoop would not impede pedestrians using the pelican crossing.

b.
Members will recall asking for the subject of bus passes for 16 – 19 year olds to be debated by the this Council. Members are advised that currently anyone over the age of 16 is required to pay full fare on public transport whether or not they are in full time education. Members are asked to consider whether they wish to write to the County Council with their views on this issue as the County Council are planning to review their policy on this matter.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider authorising the Clerk to write to the County Council with their views on this issue.

c.
Members are advised that a letter has been received asking for their opinion on the switching off of street lights permanently on some sections of road and part night switch off (midnight to 05:30) on other roads. In particular members are asked to consider the following:-

Would they be willing to reduce street lighting in the area?

If not, why not? What would the community’s concerns be?

If yes, would there be any benefits to the community?

The County Council is looking to reduce energy charges and CO2 emissions.

Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider whether they would agree to a reduction in street lighting in the town in principle as suggested above and if so consider any detailed proposals at a later date.

d.
To receive any other items relating to Worcestershire County Council

19. DISTRICT COUNCIL SERVICES

To receive any items relating to Wychavon District Council
20. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

To receive any items of information not listed on the attached sheet
21. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Pershore RDC Coat of Arms

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

At this point in the meeting, it is likely members will pass the following resolution: “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” agenda item 22 Pershore Library, 23, land off Holloway 24 Leisure Centre Lease, 25 Ransom Strip, 27 Business Rates Hardship Relief and 27 Staffing issues
22.  PERSHORE LIBRARY

To receive an update report on the purchase of Pershore Library.
23.  LAND AT HOLLOWAY

The Clerk anticipates being in a position to update members on the negotiations in respect of this land.

24.  LEISURE CENTRE LEASE

Members are advised that no further action has been yet taken in this regard.
25.  RANSOM STRIP

The Clerk will update members on progress with negotiations in this regard.

26.  BUSINESS RATES HARDSHIP RELIEF

To consider a request for a contribution to Business Rates relief for a local organisation.
27.  STAFFING ISSUES

To receive a report on staffing issues.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
a.
Please find enclosed a copy of the latest edition of Wychavon D.C.’s Parish Matters.
b.
Members are advised that a copy of the Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy “Roadside verge Nature Reserves in Worcestershire” report is available in the members room for information.

c.
A copy of Pershore High School’s April newsletter is in the members room for information.

d.
Members are advised that a copy of the “Proposed changes to the County Council Waste Core Strategy” can be accessed on line at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wcs
e.
Members are advised that the Town’s Civic Service is to be held in Pershore Abbey on Sunday 14th October at 3.00pm
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