06.01.11

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

6th January 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett


Cllr J T Grantham MBE 
Cllr D Hughes



Cllr P Merry


Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr T D G Rose



Cllr K E P Rowe



Cllr D Shaw



Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
a.
There were no members of the public present.

b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
184.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs M Rowe and G B M Hughes who were unwell.

185.  Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Grantham, Smith and Tucker declared personal interests in agenda item 5, Pershore Riverside Youth Centre
186.  Mayor’s Announcements

There were none.

187.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

There were none

188. Pershore Riverside Youth Centre
Members considered plans submitted by the Riverside Centre trustees for proposals for an extension to the Riverside Youth Centre to provide changing rooms and additional meeting rooms for the Centre. The Council’s permission to the extension was being sought in accordance with the terms of the lease from the Council to the Riverside Centre Trustees.
Members considered the plans and commented on the narrow access path to the right of 
the centre in comparison to the wider path, previously used to the left. Members however, 
considered that this should be wide enough for an ambulance although possibly not a fire 
engine.

Cllr Merry noted that the extension may provide an opportunity for the proposed toilet disposal point to be connected to the mains sewer and the Clerk will contact Mr Matthews of the Avon Navigation Trust and suggest he contact the Riverside Centre to explore this possibility.

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that members accept the proposals in principle and track their progress through the normal planning process.

The Clerk will advise the Riverside Centre Trustees formally in accordance with the terms of the lease.

189.  Pershore Library
Cllr Parsons appraised members of a recent meeting he had attended with Mrs Kirk of the Library Service and Mr Allison of the District Council to discuss the possible relocation of Pershore Library.

He had been advised that the roof of the library building was in need of repair and the finances were not available at the County Council to undertake the works. There was therefore the possibility of the library moving to the Civic Centre.
Cllr Parsons stated that, on a personal note, he felt it would be a great shame if the library facility was lost from the town centre. In addition to it being difficult for residents, the bus stop for those living in the villages was in Broad Street and this would be considerably further for those people to walk. Additionally the Civic Centre is not easy to find for those who do not know the town well as this had been evident during the 2007 floods.
Mrs. Kirk had acknowledged Cllr Parsons comments and assured him that no decision had yet been made. She would be happy to consider any suggestions that would help to keep the library in the town centre.

Cllr Wood agreed with Cllr Parsons comments and stated that ideally the library should remain in its present building. The building was only 35 years old and surely should be repairable.

Cllr Parsons stated that a figure of £130,000 had been suggested as costs which seemed very high. Cllr Wood reminded members that there could also be a considerable capital receipt to the County Council for the library which could be included in the proposals for housing on the neighbouring site. Cllr Parsons stated that he had been told that capital receipts had not been taken into account when considering the future of the library.

Cllr Amphlett stated that a move to the Civic Centre could reduce the use of the library and put its long term future in jeopardy.
Cllr Palfrey also expressed his concerns and felt that the repair costs were high. He also wondered whether the costs of relocation would be higher than repairs and had concerns over the long term future of a Civic Centre location.

Cllr Grantham advised that, as District Councillor, he had also met with Mrs Kirk and Mr Allison, together with Cllr C Tucker. He advised that the issue was not just one of money and that an arrangement would be made in Droitwich where the District Council shop would be housed in the library. He felt that in practice a decision to move to the Civic Centre had already been made and his main concern was to gain assurance that following the move the building should be sold quickly and not remain boarded up for a length of time.

Members were very concerned to hear that the decision may already have been made and all felt that residents would be very supportive of the library staying in its present location. A public consultation had been promised and it was hoped that the views of residents would be taken into account.
The possibility of grants being made available for repairs was also discussed. Cllr Tucker suggested that one option would be for the existing building to be sold and a new library form part of the housing development on the site so keeping the library close to its current position but in a better building. 

Cllr L Tucker asked that it be minuted that she had been misquoted in the Evesham Observer and she was not in favour of a move to the Civic Centre. She had written a letter of correction to the newspaper.
Cllr Tucker also agreed to obtain information about the maintenance history of the building and its projected costs. She commented that a move to a newer and water tight building would save a considerable sum in maintenance of a building which had again had burst pipes following the very cold weather. Additionally, Cllr Tucker reminded members that to simply object, without suggesting viable alternatives would not be helpful and any objection should ideally be accompanied by some positive options for consideration. It was anticipated that the consultation would be available from 20th January. Her opinion was that the life of the town needed the library to be in the centre of town as did residents but this needed to be considered in the light of what the library service could afford.
It was therefore proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the County Council stating that the library should ideally remain in its present location but should this not be economically viable either a new library be constructed on the same site as part of the proposed housing development at the rear of the property or the library move to another town centre location.

190.  Town Hall
Members considered a report concerning the various repairs and improvement needed to the Town Hall building and the Clerk reminded the meeting that just under £134,000 was available in reserves for these works.

Cllr Parsons stated that the initial priority was to consider the overheating of the Council Chamber and Function Room and this affected not just the Town Council but also those who hired the building in the summer months.
It was agreed that the Clerk get some quotations from reputable local building companies for the ventilation works and the matter be discussed at a future meeting.

The issue of the loggia was also discussed and members agreed they would wish any possible rebuilding of this area to include some form of solar panels. It was agreed the Clerk’s full report would be the subject of future debate.
191.  Items for Information

There were none
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm
Signed……………………………………………..   Date…………………………………………..

Chairman
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