20.10.11

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

20th October 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr J Grantham MBE (Mayor)



Cllr P Colloby


Cllr R Gillmor


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr M Payne



Cllr G Price



Cllr D Shaw



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

a.
Mr David Harbidge from Barclays Investment Management attended the meeting and updated members on the performance of the Town Council’s investments over the past year which, members were pleased to note, had withstood the current economic climate well.
b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
122.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Amphlett-Hawkins and Speight who were unwell, Cllr Parsons who was away and Cllr Watt who had a family commitment.
123.  Declarations of Interest
There were none
124.  Mayor’s Announcements

Cllr Grantham reminded members of the Male Voice Choir concert on 10th December, his civic dinner on 9th March and the Tea Dance at the Royal Naval Association all in aid of his charities.
125.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

a.
The Clerk advised members that the Town Council’s Quality Status renewal had been successful and the certificate would be issued shortly. The panel had been very impressed with the quality of the Council’s submission and had asked the Clerk whether she would be prepared to sit on the panel looking at future applications. Cllr Grantham proposed that as this was an honour that the Clerk be permitted to undertake this work which would only be a commitment of two meetings a year.
b.
The Clerk reminded members of the Worcestershire County Council forum at the 
Town Hall on 26th October and the agreed litter pick on 29th October. It was agreed that members would remain at the Town Hall during the afternoon to plant the walkway with pansies. The Clerk also advised members that they were welcome to take any geraniums, currently planted in the walkway, home if they wished to try to over winter them.
126.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr R Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 1st September 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings with the addition of Cllr Gillmor’s apologies and it was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr R Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 8th September 2011 be signed as true and accurate record of the proceedings.

127.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised members that the “slow closer” for the walkway gate had been ordered and its installation was still awaited.

b.
The Clerk advised that she had been advised that further correspondence had been sent to Severn Trent from the County Council regarding progress the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and a response was awaited. Letters had been written in the past to Severn Trent by the Town Council on 18th September 2009, 15th March 2010, 18th November 2010, 4th January 2011, 25th May 2011 and immediately before each Council meeting since then. It is understood that the weather has been unusually dry and therefore the wet area is less evident.
c.
The Clerk advised that she was still working towards arranging a date for two group photographs to be taken of new and old councillors.

d.
The Clerk advised that she had again written to regulatory services regarding street collections in the town and a response was awaited.
e.
The Clerk reminded members of the visit from Plouay from 25th October and the Civic Reception on 28th October

f.
The Clerk advised that she anticipated being in a position to place an order for a new Pershore brochure by the end of the month.

g.
The Clerk asked for members’ agreement to meet on Saturday 12th November to consider the vision of the Council.

h.
Members advised that the grazing licence had now been signed.

i.
The Clerk advised that the Friends of Avon Meadows could see no benefit in Avon Meadows being designated a Queen Elizabeth Field and therefore this would now not proceed.

j.
The Clerk asked members of their intention to attend the Remembrance Day service on 13th November 2011.

128.  Finance
a.
The budget comparison to the end of September was accepted.

. 
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Lewis and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of October be accepted.

	
	Vchr.
	
	Cheque
	Cde.
	
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	392
	
	981
	61
	
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	43.73
	

	393
	
	981
	90
	
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	29.29
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	981
	
	
	
	73.02
	

	390
	
	982
	80
	
	British Gas Business
	Town Hall Electricity
	607.88
	

	374
	
	983
	83
	
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500007544
	54.00
	

	375
	
	983
	80
	
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500152996
	455.00
	

	376
	
	983
	80
	
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500153006
	152.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	983
	
	
	
	661.00
	

	377
	
	984
	83
	
	Nolan Decorations Ltd
	Painting at Cemetery Lodge
	1,176.00
	

	378
	
	985
	87
	
	Travis Perkins
	Manhole cover King George's Field
	46.90
	

	379
	
	986
	91
	
	Health Workstations Ltd
	Footstall for VIC
	146.40
	

	380
	
	987
	91
	
	Ezee pcs
	Trackball Mouse
	91.50
	

	381
	
	988
	67
	
	St John Ambulance
	First Aid Training
	60.00
	

	382
	
	989
	86
	
	K W Hyde
	Clamps for VAS
	37.67
	

	383
	
	990
	60
	
	Newsquest Ltd
	Newsletter Delivery
	82.13
	

	384
	
	991
	40
	
	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
	Poppy Appeal for wreath
	20.00
	

	385
	
	992
	60
	
	Veldonn Printers Ltd
	Newsletter Printing
	725.00
	

	386
	
	993
	84
	
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall Locking Up
	149.40
	

	387
	
	993
	83
	
	County Security Ltd
	Cemetery Locking Up
	25.20
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	993
	
	
	
	174.60
	

	388
	
	994
	86
	
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	312.00
	

	389
	
	994
	87
	
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	396.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	994
	
	
	
	708.00
	

	391
	
	996
	89
	
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work
	336.00
	

	398
	
	996
	83
	
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work
	108.00
	

	399
	
	996
	87
	
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work
	108.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	996
	
	
	
	552.00
	

	394
	
	997
	40
	
	Robes of Distinction
	Repairs to Clerk's gown
	200.00
	

	395
	
	998
	84
	
	Lloyds TSB Commercial Finance Ltd
	Town Hall Cleaning
	335.90
	

	396
	
	999
	40
	
	Mr M Pegg
	Organist at Civic Service
	40.00
	

	413
	
	DD
	1
	
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,344.17
	

	414
	
	DD
	2
	
	Salary 2
	Salary
	688.16
	

	415
	
	DD
	3
	
	Salary 3
	Salary
	575.99
	

	416
	
	DD
	4
	
	Salary 4
	Salary
	448.60
	

	417
	
	DD
	5
	
	Salary 5
	Salary
	499.38
	

	418
	
	DD
	6
	
	Salary 6
	Salary
	654.36
	

	419
	
	DD
	82
	
	Salary 7
	Salary
	1,040.70
	

	420
	
	DD
	82
	
	Salary 8
	Salary
	325.05
	

	421
	
	DD
	82
	
	Salary 9
	Salary
	285.28
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	DD
	
	
	
	6,861.69
	

	397
	
	3000
	40
	
	Helping Hands
	Catering for Civic Service
	500.00
	

	400
	
	3001
	111
	
	Pershore Baptist Church
	Grant to Baptist Church
	200.00
	

	401
	
	3002
	83
	
	Ward and Dale Smith
	Survey of Cemetery Chapel
	900.00
	

	402
	
	3003
	80
	
	Rob Dob's Cleaning Services
	Town Hall window cleaning
	281.00
	

	403
	
	3004
	83
	
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	60.96
	

	404
	
	3004
	86
	
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	45.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	3004
	
	
	
	105.96
	

	405
	
	3005
	84
	
	Phs Group Ltd
	Sanitary Disposal
	309.50
	

	406
	
	3006
	89
	
	W L Brown
	Padlock for allotments
	20.25
	

	407
	
	3007
	41
	
	M T X Design
	Poppy wreath brackets
	195.12
	

	408
	
	3008
	43
	
	Pershore Baptist Church
	Hire of Baptist Church
	35.00
	

	409
	
	3009
	60
	
	Konica Minolta
	Photocopying
	193.55
	

	410
	
	3009
	64
	
	Konica Minolta
	Copier Lease
	268.45
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	3009
	
	
	
	462.00
	

	411
	
	3010
	60
	
	Paperstation Limited
	Stationery
	39.71
	

	412
	
	3011
	60
	
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	73.94
	

	422
	
	3012
	1
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	826.00
	

	423
	
	3012
	2
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	34.64
	

	424
	
	3012
	3
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	144.00
	

	425
	
	3012
	6
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	8.05
	

	426
	
	3012
	82
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	81.20
	

	427
	
	3012
	82
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	192.28
	

	428
	
	3012
	4
	
	Salary 4
	Tax and NIC
	-15.40
	

	429
	
	3012
	9
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Employers NIC
	466.90
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	3012
	
	
	
	1,737.67
	

	430
	
	3013
	6
	
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	40.79
	

	431
	
	3013
	82
	
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	77.31
	

	432
	
	3013
	10
	
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employers Pension Conts
	386.59
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	3013
	
	
	
	504.69
	

	433
	
	3014
	91
	
	Kinnarps (UK) Ltd
	Office Chair
	729.00
	

	434
	
	3015
	94
	
	N Power
	Christmas Lights power
	12.19
	

	435
	
	3016
	89
	
	Brian Bishop & Son
	Repairs to Allotment Track
	792.00
	

	436
	
	3017
	97
	
	WPS Insurance Brokers
	Public Liability Insurance fireworks
	265.00
	

	437
	
	3018
	61
	
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	42.78
	

	438
	
	3018
	90
	
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	18.50
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	3018
	
	
	
	61.28
	

	
	439
	
	3019
	62
	
	Petty Cash
	
	
	Petty Cash
	
	
	
	
	
	25.00
	

	
	440
	
	3020
	60
	
	Postages
	
	
	Post Office Ltd
	
	
	
	
	
	49.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£19,898.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


c.
Members accepted the valuation of their investments to 5th October 2011
d.
The Clerk advised members that the External Auditor  would be issuing an unqualified audit of the Town Council’s accounts but there had been a delay due to some queries raised by a member of the public. The Clerk had addressed these with the auditor and one recommendation was that an Asset Disposal Protocol be adopted by the Council. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED that the Council adopt the Asset Disposal Protocol as presented.
129. Items from the Cemetery Committee
The Clerk advised that a final survey and costs of repairs of the cemetery chapel was 
awaited and it was anticipated that further details would be available in time for the next 
meeting of the Council.
The Clerk also advised that she was seeking further quotations for works to install the storage container at the cemetery prior to submitting a planning application as agreed.

130.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the current contracts for grounds maintenance, floral displays and cleaning of the Town Hall be renewed for a further 12 months.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to proceed with the clearance of the second St Andrews shrubbery with the invoice being paid form the 2012 budget.

140.  Wychavon Festival of Brass
Members considered a letter from the Wychavon Festival of Brass committee for support to enable the festival to continue following a loss in 2011. It was agreed that Cllr Palfrey, the Town Council’s representative on the committee ascertain how much funding they were looking for from the Town Council and the Clerk write to the committee asking for a copy of their latest accounts, advising them that Cllr Palfrey would be contacting them, including the item in the next Finance and Property Committee agenda and offering a representative the opportunity to attend that meeting should they so wish.
141.  Twinning
Following a letter from Bad Neustadt it was agreed to welcome a group from our twin town over the Carnival weekend but not to arrange a return visit there in 2012. The Clerk will contact various interested parties in Pershore to see whether a musical group may be interested in visit Bad Neustadt, separate from twinning, in June 2012.
142. Allotments
The Clerk advised that a petition had been received from a number of allotment tenants asking the Town Council to consider promoting the keeping of poultry on the allotment site. Following debate members agreed they had no objection to hens being kept but not cockerels but that, in view of the presence of foxes on the site they did not wish to be involved in promoting the keeping of hens on the site. The Clerk will write to the tenants accordingly.
143.  Street Naming
The Clerk presented a protocol for members to consider to enable them to take responsibility for future street naming in the town. This had been compiled by the three Town Clerks in the District and it was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Payne and RESOLVED that the protocol be adopted and the Clerk will forward the document to Wychavon D C for their ratification.
144.  Tree Wardens
The Clerk presented a report on the role of tree wardens and members agreed they would 
wish to see a resident undertake this role. It was therefore agreed that the opportunity be 
advertised in the next newsletter for further discussion at the next meeting.
145.  Section 106 monies
The Clerk advised members of the various section 106 monies included in the agreement with Bloor Homes, and advised that she was liaising with the District Council regarding opportunities for the Town Council to be included in discussions as to how these funds were spent. Cllr Shaw advised he was discussing the way the cycling funds were spent and would continue to pursue this.
146.  Parking in Broad Street
At the request of Cllr Colloby, and from the recent PACT meeting, members debated the ongoing problem of cars exiting the Broad Street parking when other vehicles are parked outside the bank and Broad Street shops. Members felt there was little that could be done to alleviate this problem other than chevron parking which, it was felt, would lose too many car parking spaces to be agreed by local traders. It was agreed therefore that no action be taken by the Town Council at this time.
147.  Hydropower project
The Clerk presented her report on the HAVON and Hydropower projects and it was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr R Grantham and RESOLVED that the Town Council agree to the installation of facilities at the riverside at Pershore Riverside Centre subject to the necessary written procedures and that agreement be given in principle for a trench to be dug in King George’s Field to lay a power supply to the Leisure Centre subject to a negotiated fee.
148.  Pershore Carnival
The Clerk explained that the Carnival hoped to be successful in a bid for funding to the LEADER project but that the Carnival Committee would have to spend the money before they were able to receive the grant. Cllrs Payne, Shaw and Tucker declared personal interests in this item as members of the Carnival Committee.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Colloby and RESOLVED that the Town Council would lend up to the amount of the grant to the Carnival Committee pending their receipt of the grant when the Town Council would be repaid in full. The Clerk will write to the committee accordingly.

149.  South Worcestershire Development Plan
Members agreed that this item be debated by the Planning Committee at their next meeting with a recommendation from that committee being considered by the full Council at their meeting on 17th November. A response to the consultation is required by 18th November.
150.  Boundary Commission for England
Members agreed they had no objection to the proposed boundary changes but felt that the name of the new constituency – Evesham – was inappropriate and that the suggestion to call it South Worcestershire should be made. The Clerk will write accordingly.
151.  Hire of Town Hall
Members considered the request of a local business to use an empty room at the Town Hall 
free of charge for the parking of pushchairs. Cllr Grantham advised that he regretted the 
tone of the last paragraph of the letter but following debate members understood the difficulties and it was proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr Wood that free use of the room be permitted unless the room was required for another hiring.
Upon taking a vote 3 members voted in favour of the proposal and 5 against. It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the hirer to come to an appropriate arrangement.
152.  Public Transport

a.
Members considered the response from Cllr John Smith at County Council to members concerns about the timing of the last bus to Pershore. Cllr Palfrey felt that Cllr Smith had not answered the question, and that he felt that 1740 was too early to allow workers finishing at 1730 to be able to return to Pershore by public transport. He suggested that improvement could be made to the 166 service and it was agreed that the Clerk responds accordingly.

b.
Cllr Palfrey reported on a meeting with village representatives to find a way forward with a community transport initiative and the next meeting was 4th November.

c.
Members considered proposals for car park charges at Pershore railway once the car park was built. Members felt the proposed £3.50 for an unmanned and therefore less secure station was excessive and suggested £3 per day with a £2 off peak charge would be more appropriate and the Clerk will respond accordingly.

The Clerk had been advised that works would be complete by January 2012 but Cllr Tucker advised the he had understood that funding had been delayed. The Clerk will ascertain the position and report back to the next meeting.

d.
The Clerk advised that the Volunteer Centre were putting in a bid for LEADER funding to enable an expansion of their community transport scheme and were asking for the support of the Town Council. It was agreed that the Clerk write a letter of support as requested.
153.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies

Cllr Grantham reported on the County Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting. He advised that subscriptions were not being increased but that the Association were looking at ways of 
increasing their income once the current funding finished. He had been re-elected as Vice President and the report of the meeting would be placed in the Members’ room for information.
Cllr Wood reported that discussions were taking place between the CAB and Droitwich library to improve the facilities there and current concerns of residents were debt and employment with more referrals for food parcels being made. Funding from the County Council had been reduced and the CAB were very grateful for the continued support of town and parish councils.
Cllr E Tucker reported that the Riverside Centre were still unsure about future funding but hoped to have more information by the end of the month. In the meantime they were working hard to find ways of increasing their income to try to ensure the future of the centre.

Cllr C Tucker reported on the Pershore Market Town Partnership particularly the shopper’s leaflets which was now available, an application for Lottery funding for the wetlands and £1,000 for 
the HAVON project which had been taken from the railway project now that this had been 
delayed. He noted the opportunities for sports development on the river and anticipated a 
sports lottery bid being made in due course.

Cllr Tucker advised members that 30% of overnight stays in the town were those using the moorings and with the advent of the HAVON this could reach 50%.

Approval for new projects starts in January and the Council were advised that any projects would be considered at the meeting on 17th April. He also anticipated a plug in for electric cars would be available at the Civic Centre by the end of the year.

Cllr Wood advised members of the Transition Town opening evening on 7th November at 7.00pm at Number 8 to which all were warmly invited.

154.  County Council Services

a.
Members considered an addendum to the County Council Waste Core Strategy Development Plan but decided to make no formal response to this consultation.
b.
Members considered the request of a resident in Abbey Road for parking restrictions due to parked cars causes obstructions and problems with visibility. It was agreed the Clerk write to the County Council Highways and ask them to investigate the situation and the issue be brought back to the Town Council for further debate in the light of this report. The suggestion of a short length of double yellow, lines on the bend also be made as it was anticipated that this could be of considerable help to motorists in this area. It was also agreed the Clerk copy the letter to the governors at Abbey Park school and ask them to consider supporting the Town Council’s proposals.

c.
Cllr E Tucker reported that she was using some of her discretionary funds to assist in the resurfacing of Sebright Close.

There would be a number of people at the Forum who would be able to answer questions relating to planning and Cllr Tucker suggested members may find this forum useful.

A Worcestershire Agreement between the Parish Council and the County Councils was signed recently.

The 2012 budget would be looking for still more savings by the County Council and it was now becoming apparent that the cuts already made were causing considerable hardship in some areas particularly outdoor education centre, students travel and the loss of the Educational Maintenance Allowance.

Cllr Shaw noted comments made by students at Pershore High School in their transport survey and the Clerk agreed to email a copy of this to Cllr E Tucker for her information.


155.  District Council Services

a.
Cllr C Tucker drew members’ attention to the recent refusal of the planning application for the top of Holloway.

b.
Cllr Palfrey advised members that the low level lights in Gas Alley appeared not to be working and the Clerk will arrange for this to be reported.

156.  Items for information

The Clerk advised members of various publications available in the members’ room as follows:-
Pershore High School newsletter

Avon Navigation Trust’s AGM agenda
Members were advised of invitations to Independence at Home event on 10th November, 
Remembrance Day service on 13th November followed by refreshments at the Working 
Men’s Club

A performance at the Hampton Centre on 19th October at 4.00pm

157.  Items for future agenda

Portfolio responsibilities 
(Cllr Parsons)

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Tucker seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item 28 Pershore Library, 29 Land off Holloway, 30 Leisure Centre lease and 31 Finance
158. Pershore Library
The Clerk advised members that a proposal had now been submitted to the County Council which was being considered and it was anticipated that a public meeting would be held on 23rd November. Prior to that members would be asked to agree the final proposal at a special meeting. Members were invited to visit the Town Hall to discuss the proposal in detail with the Town Clerk at a mutually convenient time.
159. Land off Holloway

The Clerk advised members that Heads of Terms had now been received relating to the purchase of land at Holloway at a slightly higher asking price than the Clerk had authority to pay. It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Lewis and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to pay the revised asking price for the land and once terms are agreed members are advised that this item may be released from confidential session.
157.  Leisure Centre Lease
The Clerk advised that discussions had taken place with the District Council regarding a land swap to enable this long standing issue to be resolved. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Gilmoor and RESOLVED that members accept the proposed area of land and the Clerk will continue her discussions with the Charity Commissioners and the District Council. Members are advised again that once these negotiations are concluded this item may be removed from confidential session.
158.  Finance
The Clerk advised that she had nothing to report under this item.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 09.45pm
Signed……………………………………………..   Date…………………………………………..

Chairman
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