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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

1st September 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 6.15pm.
Present:-
Cllr J Grantham MBE (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett-Hawkins



Cllr P Colloby


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr M Payne



Cllr G Price

Cllr D Shaw



Cllr R Speight


Cllr C Tucker

a.
There were no members of the public who wished to speak at this stage
b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
088.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Amphlett who had a family commitment and Cllr Watt who was unwell
089.  Declarations of Interest
There were none
090.  Bloor Homes
The Mayor appraised members of the events surrounding the naming of the roads on the Bloor Homes housing development on Three Springs Road. He reminded members of their decision to name the street after plum varieties as the town was famous for plums. However the Clerk had subsequently been advised that the final decision on names rested with the portfolio holder Cllr Pearce from Wychavon D C and she had rejected the plum names and suggested names of those who were buried in the war graves section at Pershore Cemetery.
Subsequently Cllr P Middleborough had contacted a local resident for their views although no one had contacted the Town Council to ask their opinion.

The Clerk and the Mayor had met with Cllr Middleborough and Mr Hegarty and it had been noted that the final decision on names rested with the District Council and that once this decision had been made a joint statement from the two councils would be issued. Whilst a statement had been drawn 
up, it had not been sent as confirmation that permission of the next of kin would not be 
required was awaited. The Clerk also advised that it was the intention of the District Council 
to find a way to delegate responsibility for street naming to the three towns in the District.

Since the meeting with Mr Hegarty and Cllr Middleborough, Cllr Pearce and the local resident had visited the war graves section of the cemetery with the press for a photograph. This had been undertaken without the knowledge of the Town Clerk or the local members which was a breach of the normal protocol when a District Councillor would, as a matter of courtesy, advise the local members when visiting their area.
Earlier in the week the Clerk had met with Cllr Pearce and she explained a report on that meeting. Cllr Pearce had put forward 20 names of which 5 were British and 1 Australian and had asked the Town Council to consider choosing 10 names for the roads on the development from these 20.
The Mayor asked all members to give their views and also asked that it be noted that the Town Council were not putting plums before war dead as stated in the press; the Council had never been given the opportunity to consider Cllr Pearce’s suggestion.
Cllr Amphlett stated that she regretted that no real consultation had taken place regarding the possibility of using the names of those buried in the war graves section of the cemetery. She felt that it would be impossible to choose 10 names without causing some upset to the families of those not chosen. She suggested that the Town Council should not get involved in choosing the names but leave the decision to the District Council.

Cllr Shaw expressed his concern that names of those who died in a plane crash at the Brandy Cask should be used. Some of those on board had been flying unofficially, and not on active service, and Group Captain Hampton, a former councillor who had served at the Pershore RAF base, as well as other RAF officers, had been most embarrassed when the blue plaque had been installed on the Brandy Cask some years ago.
Cllr Parsons asked what criteria the District Council intended to use in choosing the names and the Clerk stated that she had been advised simply that it was to be random. Cllr Parsons felt this was unacceptable and Cllr Pearce should admit that she was wrong and consider alternatives. He also felt that residents would hope that names of those carrying out unauthorized displays would not be used.
Cllr Tucker stated that the argument was not plums versus airmen. It was the process of the District Council forcing the decision through with no consultation with the Town Council. Whilst Cllr Tucker stated that he had great respect for the Royal Naval Association who do a lot of good in the town the idea of using the names of the airmen should have come to the Town Council for debate and not imposed by the District Council despite their power to do so.

Other members generally agreed with the comments made and Cllr Parsons asked how residents living in the streets would cope if the names were French and difficult to pronounce and/or spell. The Clerk advised that the District Council street naming protocol stated that names should be easy to spell and pronounce, particularly in emergency situation. Cllr R Grantham also asked how the main road on the development would be chosen. Cllr Payne expressed some concerns that the roads would have the names of people who were buried in the land next door which may be off putting for some home owners; she asked how the developers felt about the decision.
The Clerk advised that she had contacted the Commonwealth War Graves Commission who stated that whilst it was not a legal requirement, it was considered best practice for attempts to be 
made to contact the next of kin. These attempts could take up to 6 weeks and this timescale 
was too long for Bloor Homes. The District Council had spoken to the Canadian High Commission who had stated that they had no objection to the names being used and therefore it appeared that only Canadian names could be used.
The Clerk was then asked to read out the list of possible names as suggested by the District Council and members had concerns over the difficulty of both spelling and pronouncing these.

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett-Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED unanimously that the Town Council take no part in choosing the names of the streets and ask the Clerk to write advising the District Council of the decision, stating how incensed the Town Council felt in the way they had been treated and asking that due regard is taken of the spelling and pronunciation of the names when they were chosen in accordance with the District Council’s own protocol. 

Members also considered the proposal by the District Council that the Town Clerks of Pershore, Evesham and Droitwich write a procedure and protocol for agreement by the District Council so that future street naming could be delegated to the three towns in Wychavon. This was agreed unanimously and a draft protocol would be an item for debate at a future meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 18.45

Signed…………………………………………………  Date………………………………………………..

Chairman
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