17.11.11

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

17th November 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr J Grantham MBE (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett Hawkins



Cllr P Colloby


Cllr R Gillmor


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr M Payne



Cllr D Shaw



Cllr R Speight



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr D Watt



Cllr V Wood

a.
There were no members of the public present
b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
162.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Price who was away.
163.  Declarations of Interest
Cllr R Grantham declared a personal interest in agenda item 16, King George’s Field and Cllr Parsons declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 Allotments
164.  Mayor’s Announcements

Cllr Grantham reminded members of the Male Voice Choir concert on 10th December, and thanked members of the Town Council and the Clerk for their organization of the recent Remembrance Day service.
Cllr Grantham also reminded members of their duty under the Code of Conduct regarding respect for others at all times, including at meetings.

165.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk asked for a date when the renewed Quality Town Status certificate could be presented and it was agreed to invite members of the panel to attend the Town Council meeting on 

December 15th and make the presentation at that time.
166.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr R Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 20th October 2011 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings 
167.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised members that the “slow closer” for the walkway gate had been ordered and its installation was still awaited.

b.
The Clerk advised that she had been advised that further correspondence had been sent to Severn Trent from the County Council regarding progress the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and a response was awaited. Letters had been written in the past to Severn Trent by the Town Council on 18th September 2009, 15th March 2010, 18th November 2010, 4th January 2011, 25th May 2011 and immediately before each Council meeting since then. Members expressed their concerns that this matter was still not resolved and it was agreed the Clerk contact the County Council and request an urgent update and investigate the cost of testing the water in the area to ascertain whether it was linked to Severn Trent infrastructure.
c.
The Clerk advised that she was still working towards arranging a date for two group photographs to be taken of new and old councillors.

d.
The Clerk advised that she had again written to regulatory services regarding street collections in the town and a response was awaited.
e.
The Clerk advised that a date was awaited for a visit to the CCTV room at the Civic Centre

f.
The Clerk advised that contracts had been renewed for cleaning, grounds maintenance and floral displays.

g.
The Clerk advised that an article would appear in the forthcoming newsletter requesting volunteers as Tree Wardens in the town.

h.
The Clerk had written a letter of support for the Carnival’s grant application as agreed

i.
The Clerk had responded as agreed to the Boundary Commission for England's consultation.

j.
The Clerk advised that the commercial hirer at the Town Hall was managing to find space for pushchairs.

k.
The Clerk advised that she had reported the issues relating to parking in Abbey Road and has also received responses from Abbey Park schools. It was agreed to write to the District Council and formally request a suspension of parking fees in the Abbey car park for the short times, morning and afternoon, to provide facilities for parents.
168.  Finance
a.
The budget comparison to the end of October was accepted.

. 
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett-Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of November be accepted.

	
	Vchr.
	Cheque
	Cde.
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	Amount
	

	
	
	021
	80
	British Gas Business
	Town Hall Gas
	298.15
	
	

	
	
	022
	43
	Newlands Fish Bar
	Twinning costs
	175.00
	
	

	
	
	023
	83
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500007544
	54.00
	
	

	
	
	023
	80
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500152996
	455.00
	
	

	
	
	023
	80
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500153006
	152.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	023
	
	
	
	661.00
	
	

	
	
	024
	83
	Thomson and Bancks
	Legal Fees
	701.13
	
	

	
	
	025
	43
	Pershore Jazz
	Twinning costs
	140.00
	
	

	
	
	026
	86
	Mill Lane Nurseries
	Walkway planting
	94.50
	
	

	
	
	027
	84
	Evesham Mechanical Services Ltd
	Heating Service
	1,044.98
	
	

	
	
	027
	85
	Evesham Mechanical Services Ltd
	Supply and Fit mixer tap in Heritage Centre
	180.54
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	027
	
	
	
	1,225.52
	
	

	
	
	028
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall Locking Up
	163.80
	
	

	
	
	028
	83
	County Security Ltd
	Cemetery Locking Up
	75.60
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	028
	
	
	
	239.40
	
	

	
	
	029
	84
	Mayfair Fire Protection Ltd
	Fire extinguisher service
	61.44
	
	

	
	
	029
	83
	Mayfair Fire Protection Ltd
	Fire extinguisher service
	27.96
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	029
	
	
	
	89.40
	
	

	
	
	030
	87
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	594.00
	
	

	
	
	030
	86
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	468.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	030
	
	
	
	1,062.00
	
	

	
	
	031
	43
	Mrs R Grinnell
	Twinning costs
	46.74
	
	

	
	
	032
	85
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	58.50
	
	

	
	
	033
	43
	Walcot Organic Nursery Ltd
	Twinning costs
	25.00
	
	

	
	
	034
	84
	Lloyds TSB Commercial Finance Ltd
	Town Hall Cleaning
	305.04
	
	

	
	
	035
	86
	Travis Perkins
	PPE
	28.13
	
	

	
	
	035
	83
	Travis Perkins
	PPE
	30.69
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	035
	
	
	
	58.82
	
	

	
	
	036
	83
	Budget Skips
	Cemetery Skip
	180.00
	
	

	
	
	037
	83
	Vale Domestic Services Ltd
	Cemetery Lodge heating repair
	163.62
	
	

	
	
	038
	83
	Hunter Roofing
	Repairs to Chapel roof
	60.00
	
	

	
	
	039
	84
	MER Industries Ltd
	Intruder alarm service
	90.00
	
	

	
	
	040
	83
	Rainbow International
	Clearance of tower at Cemetery
	870.00
	
	

	
	
	041
	43
	Miss L Sheasby
	Twinning costs
	120.00
	
	

	
	
	042
	86
	K W Hyde
	Clamps for VAS
	41.49
	
	

	
	
	043
	60
	Paperstation Limited
	Stationery
	27.87
	
	

	
	
	043
	60
	Paperstation Limited
	Stationery
	17.22
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	043
	
	
	
	45.09
	
	

	
	
	044
	43
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Twinning costs
	51.30
	
	

	
	
	044
	85
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Laundry
	28.41
	
	

	
	
	044
	40
	Mrs A Dobbins
	High School award
	20.00
	
	

	
	
	044
	40
	Mrs A Dobbins
	VIsion meeting
	25.06
	
	

	
	
	044
	92
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Post cards
	2.70
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	044
	
	
	
	127.47
	
	

	
	
	045
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	40.00
	
	

	
	
	046
	1
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	826.00
	
	

	
	
	046
	2
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	34.44
	
	

	
	
	046
	3
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	144.00
	
	

	
	
	046
	82
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	81.20
	
	

	
	
	046
	82
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	145.44
	
	

	
	
	046
	6
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	0.56
	
	

	
	
	046
	4
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	-22.60
	
	

	
	
	046
	9
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Tax and NIC
	-1.10
	
	

	
	
	046
	9
	H M Revenue and Customs
	Employers NIC
	443.47
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	046
	
	
	
	1,651.41
	
	

	
	
	047
	10
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	342.17
	
	

	
	
	047
	6
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	36.61
	
	

	
	
	047
	82
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	67.90
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	047
	
	
	
	446.68
	
	

	
	
	048
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	75.52
	
	

	
	
	050
	94
	Mr C Parsons
	Fireworks for Christmas Light switch on
	300.00
	
	

	
	
	050
	44
	Mr C Parsons
	Mileage
	10.82
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	050
	
	
	
	310.82
	
	

	
	
	051
	66
	Clement Keys
	External audit fee
	3,918.00
	
	

	
	
	052
	41
	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Collection at Remembrance Day
	806.00
	
	

	
	
	053
	41
	Bretforten Silver Band
	Band for Remembrance Day
	200.00
	
	

	
	
	054
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	50.00
	
	

	
	
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,344.17
	
	

	
	
	DD
	2
	Salary 2
	Salary
	688.36
	
	

	
	
	DD
	3
	Salary 3
	Salary 3
	575.99
	
	

	
	
	DD
	4
	Salary 4
	Salary
	419.70
	
	

	
	
	DD
	5
	Salary 5
	Salary
	499.38
	
	

	
	
	DD
	6
	Salary 6
	Salary
	594.03
	
	

	
	
	DD
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	937.59
	
	

	
	
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	325.05
	
	

	
	
	DD
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	38.48
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	DD
	
	
	
	6,422.75
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	20,799.05
	
	


c.
Members accepted the valuation of their investments to 5th November 2011 and were pleased to see the predicted income remained steady.
169. Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee
Members considered options for the improvement of the culvert and Princess Diana’s Garden area of King George’s field and following debate it was agreed that advice from Pershore College be sought in time for further consideration by the Amenities and Environment committee at their January meeting with a planting scheme being undertaken in the Spring.
170.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee
a.
Members considered the proposal that the Visitor Information Centre enter into an agreement with National Express to become an agency for the sale of tickets for their coaches. There would be a small commission of 8% and Cllr Palfrey advised that the agency did not take a great deal of time to administer. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the agreement be entered into and as required by the agreement a bank account for the 
purpose also be opened.
b.
Cllr Wood reported on the successful recent visit of guests from Plouay and advised that Bad Neustadt would be visiting Pershore for Carnival and the Queen’s jubilee celebrations at the beginning of June.

171.  Town Hall
The Clerk advised that a request had been received for ownership of the artifacts recovered at the Town Hall site by the archaeologists be transferred to the Worcestershire County Museum Service. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that ownership be transferred as requested but a request be made that should the artifacts ever be displayed a note stating they had been donated by the Town Council should be included in the display.
172. Allotments
There was nothing to report
173.  Street Naming
The Clerk presented a revised protocol for members to consider enabling them to take responsibility for future street naming in the town and this was agreed.
174.  Section 106 monies
Cllr Shaw advised that the Transition Towns initiative had asked for some of the cycling monies to be properly used to delineate cycle lanes and asked that the Town Council contact the County Council in support of this request. This was agreed and the Clerk will write accordingly.
175.  South Worcestershire Development Plan
Members considered the recommended response to the consultation and made certain amendments. It was agreed to remove the first response regarding the Rooftop Housing Garage sites and Cllr Shaw asked that his objection to the removal of this item be recorded.
Items 7 and 8 of the proposal were amended as agreed and the formal response to the plan was agreed as follows.

1. That the northern link road, including a new bridge over the railway, should be considered an essential and integral part of the necessary infrastructure on the north side of Pershore and should be built using contributions from developers at the same time as the housing is being built.

2. Infrastructure should also include additional medical facilities in the town and coach parking.

3. There should be no additional housing built on Three Springs Road until significant improvements have been made to the junction of Three Springs Road with the B4104.

4. There are concerns that the proposed site to the rear of the High Street is subject to flooding

5. Funds from any development, including employment land, to the north of the town should be used towards building the northern link

6. The amount of land allocated to the north of the town should be reduced so more appropriate for the 600 houses suggested and as close as possible to the Wyre Road junction to 

enable the town to grow gradually. 
176.  King George’s Field
Cllr R Grantham advised members of proposals to organize a River Festival in July and asked permission for the event to take place using King George’s Field. Members welcomed an additional event in the town to bring more visitors to Pershore and it was agreed to support the event and waive the usual fee for the hire of the field. Cllr R Grantham will liaise with the Clerk regarding insurance and risk assessments for the event.
177.  Public Transport

Cllr Palfrey reported that the newly formed bus forum had now met and discussed in particular village and community transport. The Upton Snodsbury shopper service had been restored and the last bus from Worcester was now the 382 leaving at 1750 which was better for commuters. It was also hoped to establish a bus link to Croome Court and the group would be meeting again in early December.
Cllr Palfrey also reported that there was no further news on the Railway Station car park.

178.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies

Members were in receipt of the draft Market Town Partnership minutes and Cllr Tucker had nothing further to report.
Cllr Grantham reported that he and Cllr Watt had attended the latest County Association of Local Councils meeting and additional funding was being sought for when the current funding stream ran out. Cllr Grantham also advised that there was to be training provided to all members once the Localism Bill became law.
Cllr Watt explained that although the County Association was an unincorporated body it was the member councils who would be liable in the event of a financial difficulty and not individual councillors.
Cllr Tucker advised that the Transition Towns group were pursuing the possibilities of energy generation on the River Avon and a meeting had been held to consider this further. 

179.  County Council Services

a.
Members agreed to defer their response to the County Council’s proposals for changes in funding in the voluntary sector until after the consultation event on 6th December. This will be an item for debate at the December meeting.
b.
Members had no objection to the proposed parking restriction outside Pershore High School and the Clerk will advise the County Council accordingly.
c.
Cllr Palfrey asked for the Town Council to consider supporting the Youth Council with their concerns over the safety for pedestrians crossing the railway bridge in Station Road and it was agreed the Clerk write to the County Council accordingly, suggesting additional street lighting may be of some assistance with the problem.
180.  District Council Services

Cllr Shaw asked for members’ agreement that the Clerk raise on behalf of the Council 
concerns that the developers of the Three Springs Road site were not adhering to the conditions as laid down in the planning approval, notably condition 17, 20, 30 and 31. It was agreed the Clerk ascertain whether these conditions have been discharged and contact the District Council if there were still concerns.
181.  Items for information

a.
The Clerk advised members that a grant of £2,000 has been received from the Pershore United Charities specifically to be spent on providing a loop system at the Town Hall. The Clerk had thanked the Trustees and the item would be placed to earmarked reserves.

b.
The Clerk advised members that a copy of the signed Worcestershire Agreement and the Community First newsletter for Autumn 2011 were in the Members’ Room for information.

c.
Members were reminded of the Christmas Light switch on event on Saturday 26th November starting at 2.00pm in Broad Street organised by the Youth Council and followed by seasonal drinks at the Town Hall. Members were asked to advise the Clerk of their intention to attend.

182.  Items for future agenda

Youth activities on the river

(RG)
Pershore’s Coat of Arms




EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett Hawkins seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item 23 Pershore Library, 24 Land off Holloway and 25 Leisure Centre lease 
183. Pershore Library
Members considered issues relating to Pershore Library and the forthcoming public meeting. It was agreed to authorize the Clerk to advise staff of the issues relating to the proposal on the Wednesday morning of the public meeting. It was agreed a list of required skills be available at the meeting for residents to volunteer for and the Clerk will arrange this.
184. Land off Holloway

The Clerk advised members that a Statutory Declaration was now to be signed and it was anticipated that once this had been completed the purchase would proceed.
185.  Leisure Centre Lease
The Clerk advised that a report was awaited from the District Council and this item would be considered at the next meeting
There being no further business the meeting closed at 09.10pm
Signed……………………………………………..   Date…………………………………………..

Chairman
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