17.03.2011


PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

17th March 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J T Grantham MBE 
Cllr G B M Hughes



Cllr P Merry


Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr T D G Rose



Cllr K Rowe



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

a.
Mrs G McEvoy asked whether the Town Council held sufficient funds to purchase the library and secure its future in its present location. Alternatively she asked whether the Town Council could find sufficient funds to pay for repairs.
Mr M Amies stated that he felt the option of the Town Council purchasing the site should be one that was considered. 

It was agreed that these questions would be part of the debate when the library was considered later in the meeting.

b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
220.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllr D Hughes who was away.
221.  Declarations of Interest
Cllr Grantham declared a personal interest in agenda item 11, Avon Meadows as his son would be speaking to this item.

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared personal interests in agenda item 17, Allotments.
222.  Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor expressed his pleasure that Cllr Hughes and Cllr M Rowe were at the meeting following their period of ill health.
223.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk thanked members for their good wishes and understanding during her period of ill health and members welcomed her back to work.
224.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held 20th January 2011 and 9th March 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
225.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised members that Harriet Baldwin MP had advised that the Minister for Tourism and Heritage was currently reviewing the regulation of licensing and proposals would be put forward in due course.
b.
The Clerk advised members that she had written to a local resident concerning residents parking schemes as requested.
c.
The Clerk advised that she had contacted the police and Wychavon D.C. regarding parking problems in Monks Close and Betjeman Close.

d.
The Clerk advised members that she had not yet received a response to her letter to the Royal Mail dated 24th January concerning problems with the post box outside Tesco and issues with the publication of collection times. It was agreed the Clerk write again with a copy of both letters being forwarded to “Postwatch”
e.
As no response had yet been received from a local solicitor regarding issues with the use of the Riverside Centre, the Clerk was asked to contact the solicitor again and bring the matter to the April meeting.
226.  Finance
a.
The budget comparison to the end of February was accepted by members.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED that the payments for the month of February and March be accepted.

February:-

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	973
	706
	85
	Protec Direct Ltd
	PPE
	50.60

	994
	707
	94
	Lamps & Tubes
	Christmas Lights
	2,234.70

	995
	708
	85
	CPC
	Refuse sacks
	36.38

	996
	709
	80
	British Gas
	Town Hall Gas
	174.26

	997
	710
	83
	Budget Skips
	Skip for cemetery
	180.00

	998
	711
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	204.00

	999
	712
	83
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	51.06

	1000
	712
	86
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	44.50

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 712
	
	95.56

	1001
	713
	84
	Executive Cleaning (Worcs) Ltd
	Town Hall cleaning
	305.03

	1002
	714
	86
	OHMS Ltd
	Mower repairs
	15.30

	1003
	715
	85
	West Mercia Supplies
	Refuse sacks
	33.02

	1004
	716
	83
	Vale Heating & Plumbing Ltd
	Cemetery gas service
	219.00

	1005
	717
	83
	Travis Perkins
	PPE
	55.69

	1006
	718
	67
	Armada Computer Training
	Web site training
	354.00

	1007
	719
	63
	OGL Computer Services
	I T support contract
	1,440.00

	1008
	720
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	912.86

	1009
	721
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	38.48

	1016
	722
	1
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	801.93

	1017
	722
	4
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	2.53

	1018
	722
	6
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	144.00

	1019
	722
	3
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	81.20

	1020
	722
	10
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	16.17

	1021
	722
	5
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	27.17

	1022
	722
	82
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	170.17

	1023
	722
	3
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	-6.40

	1024
	722
	2
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	479.61

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 722
	
	1,716.38

	1025
	723
	9
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	206.02

	1026
	723
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	67.90

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 723
	
	273.92

	1027
	725
	64
	CIT Vendor Finance Ltd
	Copier lease
	358.08

	1028
	726
	92
	Expo Management Ltd
	Coach Driver year book
	118.80

	974
	DD
	61
	Entanet Int
	Internet Fee
	23.70

	1010
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,298.57

	1011
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	695.63

	1012
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	575.99

	1013
	DD
	3
	Salary 5
	Salary
	352.96

	1014
	DD
	4
	Salary 6
	Salary
	496.85

	1015
	DD
	10
	Salary 10
	Salary
	607.83

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	13,867.59


March

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	1123
	727
	61
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	43.78

	1124
	727
	90
	Talk Talk Business
	Telephone
	27.94

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 727
	
	71.72

	1083
	729
	41
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mayor's Allowance
	500.00

	1084
	730
	83
	BT
	Cemetery telephone
	185.09

	1085
	731
	89
	Duckworth Worcs Trust
	Hedge planting allotments
	234.20

	1086
	731
	83
	Duckworth Worcs Trust
	Hedge planting cemetery
	224.20

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 731
	
	458.40

	1087
	732
	96
	CPRE
	Subscription
	29.00

	1088
	733
	42
	Mr M Amies
	Twinning gift
	80.00

	1090
	734
	89
	Travis Perkins
	Wood for allotments
	74.27

	1091
	735
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	273.00

	1092
	736
	80
	Executive Cleaning (Worcs) Ltd
	Town Hall cleaning
	305.03

	1093
	737
	89
	Mrs Sheppard
	Allotment rent refund and comp
	60.00

	1094
	738
	83
	npower
	Cemetery electricity
	61.97

	1095
	739
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	102.90

	1096
	740
	84
	LES Ltd
	Lift service contract
	291.79

	1097
	741
	84
	Mercia Radiotelephones Ltd
	Shopwatch radio hire
	72.00

	1098
	742
	85
	CPC
	Town Hall Maintenance
	62.67

	1099
	743
	85
	W L Brown
	Town Hall Maintenance
	19.48

	1100
	744
	61
	Namesco Limited
	Domain name renewal
	239.99

	1101
	745
	43
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mileage
	21.64

	1108
	746
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	912.86

	1109
	747
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	38.48

	1110
	748
	1
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	801.53

	1111
	748
	3
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	24.00

	1112
	748
	4
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	2.53

	1113
	748
	6
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	144.00

	1114
	748
	82
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	81.20

	1115
	748
	10
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	61.49

	1116
	748
	5
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	149.21

	1117
	748
	82
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	170.17

	1118
	748
	2
	H M Customs and Excise
	Employers NIC
	327.74

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 748
	
	1,761.87

	1120
	749
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	273.92

	1121
	750
	85
	Mrs J Jenkins
	Town Hall Maintenance
	17.10

	1122
	751
	42
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Twinning visit
	32.24

	1125
	752
	80
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500153006
	147.50

	1126
	752
	83
	Wychavon D C
	Rates 500007544
	55.25

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 752
	
	202.75

	1129
	753
	60
	Paperstation Ltd
	Stationery
	46.09

	1127
	754
	42
	Commandery Coaches
	Twinning visit
	300.00

	1128
	755
	80
	British Gas
	Town Hall Gas
	723.73

	1129
	756
	83
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work at cemetery
	552.00

	1130
	757
	61
	Town Hall Telephone
	Talk Talk Business
	35.12

	
	757
	90
	Vic Telephone
	Talk Talk Business
	31.00

	1089
	DD
	61
	BT
	Telephone
	60.31

	1102
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,298.97

	1103
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	1,078.16

	1104
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	575.99

	1105
	DD
	3
	Salary 5
	Salary
	358.66

	1106
	DD
	4
	Salary 6
	Salary
	496.85

	1107
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	325.05

	1119
	DD
	10
	Salary 10
	Salary
	972.91

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	13,936.89

	
	
	
	
	
	


c.
Members accepted the report of their Internal Auditor which indicated no problems. The Clerk advised that she was intending to arrange a meeting of the Council’s internal monitoring group shortly and a final set of accounts would be produced as soon as possible. Members would also need to consider their internal audit procedures at their April meeting.
227.  Election of Mayor Elect
Cllr G B M Hughes nominated and Cllr Wood seconded Cllr Grantham for the position of Mayor Elect for the yea\r 2011/2012.
There being no further nominations, Cllr Grantham was duly elected.

228.  Election of Deputy Mayor Elect

Cllr Grantham nominated and Cllr Amphlett seconded Cllr Merry for the position of Deputy 
Mayor Elect for the year 2011/2012.

There being no further nominations, Cllr Merry was duly elected.

229.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee

a.
Mr R Grantham spoke of his wish that fishing pegs be provided in Avon Meadows for use by local residents and to enable a fishing contest to be held over the time of the Plum Festival in August. The Amenities and Environment Committee had debated this issue and recommended to Council that, in view of the potential effect on wildlife in the area, this request should be refused. Members had also been aware that it was unlikely that Wychavon D C would agree to install fishing pegs on their section of the meadows and the Town Council alone would not be able to provide sufficient fishing pegs for a contest.
By way of a compromise it was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED by 8 votes to 3 with 3 abstentions that the Town Council arrange for the existing pegs to be restored with funds being provided through Mr J Grantham provided the works were undertaken in conjunction with the Town Clerk.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the recommendation from the Amenities and Environment Committee that the allotment tracks be resurfaced and/or repaired with funds being taken from the allotment reserve be ratified.
230.  Twinning
Cllr Parsons reported on the very successful recent visit to Bad Neustadt and showed members a copy of the painting that had been presented by the Town Council to their twin town. Cllr Parsons then advised that a visit was due to take place in October from Plouay and the Clerk was liaising with the town so that exact dates could be decided.
231. Town Hall
The Clerk advised that a “slow closer” as complied with Health and Safety could be fitted to the rear walkway gate to inhibit cyclists using the walkway at speed. The cost of the closer was £275 and it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to arrange for the installation of the closer as soon as feasibly possible.
232. Pershore Library
Cllr Parsons directed members to the Clerk’s report on progress to date and the recently received briefing document supplied by Cllr E Tucker from Wychavon D C and the County Council. Cllr Amphlett commented that the briefing document used the fact that 60% of library users lived outside the town as being evidence in favour of the move, but she felt that this figure indicated the number of people who potentially would no longer shop in the town when using the library. The Clerk advised that based on current usage of the library, and assuming each person visited once a week this could be up to 1,500 less people visiting the shops.

Cllr Wood expressed her concern that the briefing document implied that a decision regarding the library would be taken in May when members had been reassured this would not happen until July. Cllr Tucker felt this was misleading and in fact only the overall policy document would be considered by 
the County Council in May. She agreed however to check this information.

Cllr Parsons thanked Cllr E Tucker for her support with the campaign and also thanked Harriet Baldwin. Cllr Parsons advised members of the petition in the town and the logo “SouL” Save our Library which was the heart of the town. He then advised the public that the Town Council had the funds to both buy and/or repair the library building and this was one of the options for members to consider under this agenda item.

Cllr Amphlett reminded members that the County Council may not accept the payment of the repairs as there were other considerations that had not been made public. There was also the issue of a more modern model of a library that had not been explained. If the Town Council decided to spend money on the library building, it must be with the agreement of the County Council that the library service remain in the building.

Cllr Wood felt that the “integrated services” model did not necessarily fit all towns and Pershore was a case in point. All those she has spoken to want to keep the library at the heart of the town.

Cllr Tucker felt that the Town Council’s opinion was being ignored in this instance and the two larger councils had already made their decision. He believed the Town Council and community should fight its move all the way.

Cllr Daniels felt that the only way to get the County Council to consider alternatives would be for the Town Council to offer funds to get the decision changed.

Cllr Parsons expressed his concerns that simply paying for the repairs may not secure the long terms future of the library. He would be in favour of the Town Council purchasing the building so having a capital asset in the centre of the town from which the library service could operate.

Cllr E Tucker reminded members that the move had always been more than just the cost of repairs although this was the only reason given in the consultation document. She did not feel the County Council would accept repair monies but if the Town Council could purchase the property and provide a possible vision for the building to include the library this could be useful.

Cllr Tucker also felt that the County Council did not understand the difference between the two possible locations. The library was part of the triangle of essential service in the town that made Pershore was it is.
Cllr Wood reminded members that the list of repairs produced by the County Council did not include anything urgent. Cllr Palfrey felt that the independent survey was vitally important as the Town Council needed to know what the true costs were.

Cllr Amphlett stated that the long term future of the library was at stake.

The Clerk was asked to go through her report so that decision could be made on each aspect of the options to be considered.
a. It was agreed that the petition be presented to the County Council Cabinet at their meeting on 7th April, if possible by Mr Brian Hall

b. It was agreed that Cllr E Tucker put a notice of motion to the County Council meeting on 12th May and she liaise with the Clerk regarding its wording

c. Members agreed the wording of the petition to be presented by Harriet Baldwin MP 
to parliament and it was signed by those present.

d. It was agreed that the Clerk appoint the surveyor at £850 with the report being available by 8th April.

e. It was agreed that should the response to the question regarding the offer of funds for repairs to the library building indicate that the consultation by the County Council is flawed, the Clerk be authorized to challenger the consultation process on behalf of the Council
f. Members felt that as paying for the repairs to the building would not ensure the future of the library in its present location; this was not an option they would wish to pursue.

g. The issue of the Town Council offering to purchase the library building was discussed. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate with the County Council the possibility of the Town Council purchasing the building provided the County Council give their assurance that the library service would continue to operate from the building.

Cllr Parsons reminded members that the election had now been called and therefore publicity rules would apply. Members would now not be able to be interviewed about issues such as the library and should take this into account when asked to speak to the press.

233.  Recognition of Outstanding Service
a.
Members considered giving an award to retiring members of the Council who had given outstanding service of 20 years or more. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to spend up to £50 for each award, possibly an engraved piece of glass.

b.
Members also considered awarding any retiring member a certificate of recognition of their service to the town. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that certificates be provided for any retiring councillor, detailing their service to the Council and the town and these could be produced in house.
234.  Fairtrade
Members considered nominating a Town Council representative to the Fairtrade Committee and it was agreed that whilst the Town Council supported Fairtrade, the nomination of an additional representative should be an agenda item at the Annual Meeting.
235.  Allotments
The Clerk advised members that the Multi Agency Flood Plan was now in place and that Pershore Town Council was to be asked to provide a number of Flood Wardens. The Clerk advised that during normal working hours this role would be undertaken by the staff but that in daylight hours at weekends and evenings, due to insurance cover, this would need to be undertaken by councilors.
The role would be simply to walk the wall on the allotment site and check the Defford Road pond and Cllrs Tucker, Parsons, Daniels and Wood agreed to volunteer to be on a rota. The Clerk will arrange for the Environment Agency to provide the necessary training and protective equipment and will contact members regarding dates in due course.
Cllr Merry advised that the issue of outstanding planning conditions on the flood defence 
planning application had been referred to enforcement by the District Council.

236.  Public Transport

The Clerk presented a summary of comments made at the public meeting on 9th March. Following debate it was generally considered that the buses most affecting Pershore were the 382 and 383 and both these were of vital importance to the town. Members wished to express their strong support for the 383 (Plumline) and also felt that income could be increased for the County Council if the services were better marketed. The Town Council would continue to promote bus services through the Visitor Information Centre and individual councilors.
Members also agreed to request the County Council consider offering subsidized bus fares to 16 – 18 year old and Cllr Parsons advised that the Youth Council would be making their own representations on the issue.

The Clerk will forward the recent report compiled by Cllr Palfrey to the Pershore Journal for a feature.

237.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies

Cllr Parsons advised members in his role as Emergency Planning Officer that the Multi Agency Flood Plan was now in place.
Cllr Grantham advised members that the Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils had now created a new constitution and he handed this to the Clerk. The County Council had given a presentation to the Association on Community Engagement and he was disappointed that this aspect of the County Council’s work was not acted upon with regard to Pershore Library. A draft “Worcestershire Agreement” had been produced and this would be an item for discussion at a future meeting of the Council with the deadline for submission being July 2011.
238.  County Council Services
Cllr E Tucker advised members that Pinvin Parish Council were investigating the possibility of a door to door bus service for the village and that Pershore High School were considering the possibility of applying for academy status.

Cllr E Tucker advised members that White Logistics were hoping to apply for planning permission for land off the Keytech estate and the Clerk advised that a public meeting was to be held by the developers on 12th April at 10.00am at the Town Hall to gauge public opinion.
239.  District Council Services

a.
Cllr Shaw expressed his concern that the new orchard on Abbey Park had been planted without any consultation from the District Council. Cllr Tucker stated that District Councilors had not been informed until the day before the planting took place giving them no time to canvass the opinion of local residents.
b.
Cllr Parsons advised that two liaison meetings had been scheduled with Mr Jack 
Hegarty and Cllr Middleborough and he hoped that a meeting would take place shortly. 
Cllr Grantham asked the Clerk to ascertain whether liaison meetings were still being held at 
Droitwich and Evesham.

240.  Dates of future meetings
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the Town Meeting in future be held on the same evening as the Annual Meeting with the Town Meeting taking place at 6.30pm and the Annual Meeting at 7.30pm immediately afterwards. The Clerk will publicize the changes accordingly.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the April meeting be moved from 14th to 21st April as there had been a normal March meeting. The Clerk will publicise the changes accordingly.

241.  Items for Information

Cllr Palfrey agreed to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Wychavon Festival of Brass and the Clerk will pass the information to him. It was agreed a permanent representative on this Committee be an item for the Annual Meeting in May.
242.  Items for future agenda

a.
Portfolio responsibilities


CP

b.
Christmas Lights



VW

c.
Days of meetings (new Council)

JP

d.
Community Engagement (new Council)
JG
243.  Staffing Issues

It was agreed the Clerk be authorized to attend the Larger Councils Conference at the end of April at a cost of £100. The Clerk hoped that meeting with other Clerks and attending seminars on Localism would help the Council with their campaign to keep the Library in the centre of the town.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm
Signed……………………………………………..   Date…………………………………………..

Chairman

PAGE  
1229


