16.06.11

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

16th June 2011
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr J Grantham MBE (Mayor)



Cllr P Colloby


Cllr R Gillmor


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr M Payne


Cllr D Shaw



Cllr R Speight


Cllr C Tucker



Cllr D Watt



Cllr V Wood

a.
There were no members of the public present
b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest
026.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Lewis, Palfrey and Price who were away and Cllr Amphlett who had a family commitment
027.  Declarations of Interest
Cllr Payne declared an interest in agenda item 26 Pershore Cemetery
028.  Mayor’s Announcements

Cllr Wood congratulated Cllr Grantham on being made an Alderman by Wychavon D.C.

Cllr Grantham welcomed the new members of the Council to their first meeting. Cllr Grantham advised members that the last month had been very busy and he had attended 18 Mayoral engagements
029.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk reminded members of the first Bands in the Park concert to be held the following Sunday.
030.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the minutes
of the meeting held 19th May 2011, together with the Town Meeting held 12th May 2011 and 

the Annual Meeting held 12th May 2011 be signed as true and accurate records of the 
proceedings.

031.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that a response had finally been received to letters written regarding problems with the post box outside Tesco at Christmas. The Post Office had apologized and advised that they would hope to improve the situation over subsequent bank holidays. They would also be checking that collection plates were fixed to all post boxes in the town.
b.
The Clerk advised that the slow closer for the walkway gate was still awaited.
c.
The Clerk advised that she had written again to Severn Trent regarding the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and had again been advised that there was no problem in the area.

The Clerk has been advised by the County Council that a new supervisor has recently been appointed and the County Council will also be pursuing this matter with Severn Trent.
d.
The Clerk advised that she would shortly be arranging dates for a meeting of the Christmas Light working party, the Flood Wardens for training and for group photographs to be taken.

e.
The Clerk is trying to ascertain the location of the Allotment Shield

032.  Finance
a.
The budget comparison to the end of May was accepted. 

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Watt, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of June be accepted.

	
	Vchr.
	
	Cheque
	Cde.
	
	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	130
	
	843
	42
	
	Pershore Town Council
	
	
	
	Mayor's Allowance
	
	500.00
	

	131
	
	844
	80
	
	Wychavon D C
	
	
	
	Rates 500152996
	
	455.00
	

	132
	
	844
	80
	
	Wychavon D C
	
	
	
	Rates 500153006
	
	152.00
	

	133
	
	844
	83
	
	Wychavon D C
	
	
	
	Rates 500007544
	
	54.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	844
	
	
	
	
	661.00
	

	134
	
	845
	97
	
	WPS Insurance Brokers
	
	
	
	Insurance
	
	6,921.75
	

	135
	
	845
	83
	
	WPS Insurance Brokers
	
	
	
	Insurance
	
	1,374.11
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	845
	
	
	
	
	8,295.86
	

	136
	
	846
	83
	
	N Power
	
	
	
	Cemetery Electricty
	
	117.92
	

	137
	
	847
	84
	
	County Security Ltd
	
	
	
	Town Hall Locking Up
	
	178.20
	

	138
	
	847
	83
	
	County Security Ltd
	
	
	
	Cemetery Locking Up
	
	25.20
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	847
	
	
	
	
	203.40
	

	139
	
	848
	87
	
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	
	
	
	Mowing Contract
	
	594.00
	

	140
	
	848
	86
	
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	
	
	
	Mowing Contract
	
	468.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	848
	
	
	
	
	1,062.00
	

	141
	
	849
	80
	
	Lloyds TSB Commercial Finance Ltd
	
	
	
	Town Hall Cleaning
	
	321.37
	

	142
	
	850
	84
	
	Mercia Radiotelephones Ltd
	
	
	
	Shopwatch Radio
	
	72.00
	

	143
	
	851
	63
	
	OGL Computer Services
	
	
	
	Software licence
	
	111.24
	

	144
	
	852
	86
	
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	
	
	
	Fuel
	
	94.68
	

	145
	
	852
	83
	
	Cox's Cars Ltd
	
	
	
	Fuel for Cemetery
	
	55.49
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	852
	
	
	
	
	150.17
	

	146
	
	853
	83
	
	W L Brown
	
	
	
	Watering cans for cemetery
	
	35.94
	

	147
	
	854
	60
	
	West Mercia Supplies
	
	
	
	Stationery
	
	50.41
	

	148
	
	855
	83
	
	StarSign
	
	
	
	PPE embroidery
	
	75.84
	

	149
	
	855
	86
	
	Star sign
	
	
	
	Town Guide T Shirts
	
	56.16
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	855
	
	
	
	
	132.00
	

	150
	
	856
	83
	
	OHMS Ltd
	
	
	
	Machinery repair
	
	5.47
	

	151
	
	857
	97
	
	WPS Insurance Brokers
	
	
	
	Vehicle Insurance
	
	381.00
	

	152
	
	858
	63
	
	Sage UK Limited
	
	
	
	Software licence
	
	486.00
	

	153
	
	859
	100
	
	Oliver John
	
	
	
	Flags for Youth Council events
	
	15.00
	

	154
	
	860
	64
	
	Konica Minolta
	
	
	
	Copier Lease
	
	268.45
	

	155
	
	861
	86
	
	CPC
	
	
	
	PPE Gloves
	
	8.28
	

	156
	
	862
	60
	
	Post Office Ltd
	
	
	
	Postages
	
	108.00
	

	164
	
	863
	82
	
	Salary 7
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	1,040.70
	

	165
	
	864
	82
	
	Salary 9
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	285.28
	

	166
	
	865
	1
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	826.00
	

	167
	
	865
	2
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	34.44
	

	168
	
	865
	3
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	144.00
	

	169
	
	865
	4
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	36.56
	

	170
	
	865
	82
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	81.20
	

	171
	
	865
	82
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Tax and NIC
	
	192.28
	

	172
	
	865
	82
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Employers NIC
	
	67.58
	

	173
	
	865
	9
	
	H M Revenue and Customs
	
	
	
	Employers NIC
	
	191.44
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	865
	
	
	
	
	1,573.50
	

	174
	
	866
	82
	
	Worcestershire County Council
	
	
	
	Superannuation
	
	293.46
	

	157
	
	DD
	1
	
	Salary 1
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	2,344.17
	

	158
	
	DD
	2
	
	Salary 2
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	731.01
	

	159
	
	DD
	3
	
	Salary 3
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	575.99
	

	160
	
	DD
	4
	
	Salary 4
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	681.83
	

	161
	
	DD
	5
	
	Salary 5
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	499.38
	

	162
	
	DD
	6
	
	Salary 6
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	587.81
	

	163
	
	DD
	82
	
	Salary 8
	
	
	
	Salary
	
	325.05
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	DD
	
	
	
	
	5,745.24
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	21,923.69
	


033. Pershore Library
Cllr Grantham reminded members that Cllr Parsons had been authorized to continue representing the Town Council in the discussions regarding the Library.

Cllr Parsons then reported that the planned meeting with the County Council has been postponed as it had been felt that firm proposals needed to be put to that meeting and these had not yet been formulated.
He and the Clerk had had a further meeting with officers from the Library service and some costings had been completed which had broadly been agreed. These had shown that similar savings could be made by the County Council whether they moved to the Civic Centre or the Town Council took over the library building. The move to the Town Hall had been considered to be not feasible.

The Town Council was now being asked to produce a vision for Pershore Library for further debate by the Library service to include use of the building by other services. 

Members were generally pleased that progress was being made with discussion with the 
County Council and it was suggested that the Town Council meet informally to consider
 what a vision for the library should be. Cllr Parsons advised that in the meantime self-issue was to be installed at the library. However, the District Council was still hoping that the library would be moving to the Civic Centre.

It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that councilors meet informally to enable a vision for the library to be produced.  The Clerk will set a date and advise members accordingly.
034.  Town Hall

The Clerk advised members that there had been a number of confrontational comments made by members of the public using the walkway who felt that the walkway should be kept permanently open as it was a public right of way. Additionally vehicles had mistaken the walkway as access to the Abbey which resulted in dangerous reversing onto the High Street. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the Clerk obtain a sign for each end of the walkway reminding residents and visitors that the walkway is not a public right of way and the gates may be shut at any time. This notice be incorporated into the existing no cycling sign.
035.  Items from the Cemetery Committee

Cllr Parsons reported that the cemetery chapel was in a delicate state of repair with issues with incorrect mortar having been used in the past, resulting in damage to the stonework, leaks in the roof and the possibility of some of the roof timbers being rotten. The chapels were listed buildings which had been neglected over the years and may be expensive to put right, possibility between £100,000 and £200,000. Some minor works were also required and these would be undertaken in house but a formal survey by a professional was now required.

It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that the Clerk obtaining quotations from suitably qualified surveyors for members to consider at their next meeting.

036.  Postcards for sale

The Clerk advised members of the concerns of local traders that if the Visitor Information Centre starting to sell postcards they would be in competition with those shops that also sold such items. Cllr Payne reminded members that the Twinning and Tourism Committee had been in favour of such sales being made and that such a recommendation was made to the Council. Cllr Tucker stated that the sale of postcards would bring in a minimal income for the Information Centre and he questioned whether, with the additional administrative burden placed on that staff for such a small return it was valid.
Cllr Parsons expressed his concerns that the Council could alienate the traders in the town who were very cooperative with the Council, especially when the profit on the sale of postcards was so small.

Cllr Wood stated that all such Information Centres tended to sell small souvenirs and it was expected. It was then proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Payne and RESOLVED by 6 votes to 1 with  4 abstentions that it be negotiated that postcards be purchased from all local traders who currently sell postcards, at a discount price and be offered for sale at the Visitor Information Centre.

037.  Rooftop Housing

Members were advised that Rooftop Housing had asked for a list of agenda items for a 
meeting with the Council prior to a date being set. Members asked for
Energy Efficiency

Railground

Abuse of verges and green areas

Priest Lane site

Tidiness of garage sites off Farleigh Road

Cherry Orchard House – future developments

It was agreed the Clerk would liaise with Rooftop Housing for a convenient date for a daytime meeting.
038.  The Worcestershire Agreement

Members noted they needed more time to consider their response to this proposal and it was agreed this be deferred to the July meeting.

039.  Vehicle Activated Signs

The Clerk advised that the price of a suitable sign for local roads, which could have different speed limits, would be £2,625, some £125 over the funs in the budget. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to purchase the sign at the slightly higher price.
040.  Days of meetings

It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that meetings remain on Thursdays as at present
041.  Street Naming

Members considered various suggestions for naming the 10 new roads on the Bloor Homes estate. As there were 5 news members who had not had the opportunity to contribute to this debate it was agreed that all members suggest three names for the roads and the issue be deferred to the July meeting.

No consensus was reached so it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED 
042.  Heritage Open days
The Clerk advised members that the town would be taking part in the Heritage Open Days scheme and various areas of the town would be open from 8th to 11th September 2011. It was agreed that guided tours of the town could be offered free of charge during this period.
043.  Vacancies on committees

Vacancies on the various committees were filled as follows:-

Finance and Property Committee

Cllr D Shaw

Cllr M Payne

Cllr P Colloby

Amenities and Environment Committee

Cllr R Grantham

Cllr R Gillmor

Planning Committee

Cllr R Grantham

Cllr M Payne

Cemetery Committee

Cllr P Colloby

Cllr R Gillmor

Internal Monitoring Group

Cllr R Grantham

County Association of Local Councils

Cllr D Watt

Pershore Town Football Club

Cllr R Grantham

There was no volunteer for the Allotment portfolio holder.

The Clerk will advise the outside bodies accordingly and send a list of committee membership to members.

044.  Public Transport

The Clerk advised that a reply had now been received from First Great Western advising that various enhancements were planned for services and the possibility of the call at Pershore of the 0921. It was suggested that it would be helpful to have the support of the Town Council although it was unclear whether this was financial support. It was agreed the Clerk would reply to First Great Western supporting their proposed enhancements and ask for further updated information regarding proposed improvements to car parking at the station.
045.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies

Cllr Wood reported that Transition Pershore was taking part in the Vale Fresh Food Fest on 19th June in conjunction with Transition Evesham and the festival would take place in Pershore in 2012.
046.  County Council Services
Cllr E Tucker advised that various plans were underway at the County Council, particularly discussion of a corporate plan which would be going to Cabinet shortly.

Cllr Wood asked for an inspection of problems in Broad Street with damage caused to pavements by tree roots and Cllr Parsons for utility companies to be asked to reinstate the blocks in Church Street where concrete had been used instead. Cllr E Tucker agreed to discuss the issue of utility companies making good with officers at the County Council and the Clerk will report the problem in 
Broad Street to the Highways liaison engineer.
047.  District Council Services

a.
Cllr Grantham reported the difficulties with the shopwatch radio system since the CCTV staff at Wychavon D C took over the additional monitoring of Worcester City. It was agreed the Clerk write to the District Council asking for assurances that the CCTV service was being maintained at its previous level despite the increase in the workload in the department.
b.
Cllr Tucker advised that the New Homes Bonus protocol had been discussed by the Executive Board and parish and town councils would shortly be consulted on the proposals. It was intended that the parishes where the houses had been built should be able to bid for 30% of the bonus and members will be able to respond to the consultation in due course.

048.  Items for Information

a.
The Clerk advised of a land drainage concern on Orchard Farm and that the District Council had served notice for the ditch to be cleared.
b.
The Clerk advised members that the May edition of the Pershore High School Newsletter was in the Members Room for information

049.  Items for future agenda

a.
Portfolio responsibilities (Cllr Parsons)

b.
Community Engagement (Cllr Grantham)

c.
Finger posts in the town (Cllr Watt)

d.
Vision for the Town Council (Cllr Tucker)

e.
Memorial to Claude Choules (correspondence received)

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item 25 Pershore Library, 26 Pershore Cemetery, 27 Land off Holloway
050. Pershore Library
Members noted that this item has been reported upon during the public part of the meeting and there was nothing further to report
051.  Pershore Cemetery

Members were advised by Cllr Parsons of an offer to the Town Council through the Cemetery Committee. Members considered the proposal and the recommendation of the Cemetery 
Committee not to accept any offer at this time. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED with one abstention that the recommendation of the Cemetery Committee be accepted and the Clerk to write accordingly.

Cllr Parsons reminded members that there was limited space left in the existing cemetery and that this was an issue that would need to be addressed by the Council.

052. Land off Holloway

The Clerk outlined an offer of land for sale off Holloway, its position and asking price. Following debate members felt this was an appropriate purchase for the council as the land could be used for the benefit of the community under the LGA s. 124. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to take the necessary legal advice and write to the vendors offering to purchase the land.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
Signed……………………………………………..   Date…………………………………………..

Chairman
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