09.04.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

9th April 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr K Rowe (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr T Rose



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Items raised by members of the public.

There were  none

There were no declarations of prejudicial interest.

633.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr J Daniels who was away.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda item 2(Pershore Cemetery) it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

634.  Pershore Cemetery

Mr Malcolm Atkins and Mr Tom Vaughan, presented the findings of their archaeological investigation at Pershore Cemetery. 

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the meeting return to open session.

635.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared a personal interest in agenda item 14, Allotments

Cllr M Rowe declared a personal interest in agenda item 17, Wychavon Games

Cllrs Amphlett, Grantham, Parsons, Smith and Tucker declared personal interested in agenda item 24 the Riverside Centre

636.  Mayors Announcements

The Mayor reminded members of the forthcoming Mayor’s Ball on 25th April and that replies were required by the following Wednesday

637.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk advised members of a letter of thanks received from Mr & Mrs Lancelott following the presentation of the Honorary Citizen award the previous Saturday and that the Declaration of Interest book was in her office for members signature as soon as conveniently possible.

638.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 19th February and 9th March be signed as a true record of the proceedings.

639.  Matters of report from the Minutes

The Clerk advised members that she was still waiting for a response from Ryan air regarding the complaint and Wychavon D.C. regarding CCTV coverage in the town and car park charges.

The Clerk also advised that she had now received the contribution from Severn Trent towards culvert planting and the majority of unsafe memorials had now been repaired.

640.  Election of Mayor elect

Cllr Rowe said he felt members should agree that the person chosen as Mayor elect would be the same person elected at the Annual Meeting. This would ensure that the person elected would be in a position to plan ahead for their mayoral year properly. It seemed a shame that many invitations for the new Mayor had already been received but could not be replied to.

Cllr Grantham then nominated Cllr Parsons as Mayor elect with Cllr Rose seconding the nomination.

There being no further nominations Cllr Parsons was duly elected as Mayor elect.

641.  Election of Deputy Mayor elect

Cllr Merry nominated Cllr Grantham as Deputy Mayor elect, seconded by Cllr Tucker.

Cllr Rose nominated Cllr Wood as Deputy Mayor elect but Cllr Wood declined to stand at this time.

There being no further nominations, Cllr Grantham was duly elected as Deputy Mayor elect.

642.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee

a.
Cllr Tucker presented the grants allocations agreed by the Finance and 
Property Committee and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker that these 
grants be accepted and £150 be transferred from reserves to enable the proposal to be met 
in full.

b.
The Clerk advised that any decision about Christmas lights had been deferred to the next meeting of the Finance and Property Committee

c.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Council are currently satisfied with their arrangements for Internal Audit and no amendments were required.

d.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that staff be paid the 0.30% increase in salaries as agreed by arbitration, backdated to 1st April 2008.

643.  Finance

a.
The Clerk presented a draft set of accounts for the year ended 31st March 2009 and advised members she anticipated only minor changes to the final version to be approved at the May meeting. The accounts would form the basis of the Annual Report for distribution at the Annual Meeting in May.

b.
Members agreed with the Finance & Property Committee’s recommendation that any underspend, anticipated to be in the region of £8,500 for 2009 be left in unallocated reserves.

c.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the cheque lists for March and April be approved as listed below.
March

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	1170
	
	43
	Edit if you wish to re-use
	Deleted Record
	0.00

	1109
	731
	205
	mda
	Survey of buildings for clock
	1,006.25

	1110
	732
	207
	V E Knight
	Rent refund
	12.50

	1111
	733
	70
	British Gas
	Gas
	1,000.65

	1112
	734
	70
	British Gas
	Electricity
	1,075.01

	1113
	735
	40
	John Otley Jewellery
	Mayoral Chain Repair
	30.00

	1114
	736
	85
	Wychavon District Council
	Pedestrian Signage project
	2,000.00

	1115
	737
	73
	Travis Perkins Ltd
	Cement
	6.35

	1116
	738
	63
	Scribe 2000 Ltd
	Software licence
	508.88

	1117
	739
	70
	Mercia Radiotelephones Ltd
	Radio Link Hire
	69.00

	1118
	740
	73
	BT
	Telephone
	116.60

	1119
	741
	73
	Budget Skips
	Skip Hire
	166.39

	1120
	742
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	11.73

	1121
	743
	70
	RJS Electrical
	Town Hall electrical tests
	402.50

	1122
	744
	40
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Twinning gift
	40.80

	1123
	744
	205
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Lagging for Town Hall
	90.00

	1124
	744
	67
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Mileage
	63.78

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 744
	
	194.58

	1125
	745
	73
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	14.66

	1126
	745
	74
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	61.11

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 745
	
	75.77

	1127
	746
	41
	Cllr K Rowe
	Mayors Allowance
	425.00

	1128
	747
	70
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall Cleaning
	256.24

	1129
	748
	40
	Thomas Fattorini Ltd
	Mayors Regalia
	591.20

	1130
	749
	205
	W L Brown
	Keys cut
	15.79

	1131
	750
	78
	Wychavon District Council
	Advert in Vale Trail
	126.50

	1132
	751
	211
	Clearfuel Limited
	Removal of Christmas Lights
	736.00

	1133
	752
	73
	OHMS
	Brushcutter Repairs
	207.47

	1134
	753
	207
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	81.00

	1142
	754
	73
	Salary 7
	Salary
	851.94

	1143
	755
	73
	Salary 9
	Salary
	37.90

	1144
	756
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	1,345.25

	1145
	756
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	207.87

	1146
	756
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	141.80

	1147
	756
	4
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	10.89

	1148
	756
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	59.00

	1149
	756
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	157.38

	1150
	756
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Employers NI
	820.93

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 756
	
	2,743.12

	1151
	757
	5
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	81.69

	1152
	757
	73
	Worcestershire County Council
	Superannuation
	62.15

	1153
	757
	9
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employers Pension Conts
	356.22

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 757
	
	500.06

	1154
	758
	205
	AMB Glass & Malvern Windows
	Leaks in loggia
	97.75

	1155
	759
	60
	Paperstation Limited
	Stationery
	41.32

	1156
	760
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	80.00

	1157
	761
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	63.00

	1158
	762
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	92.03

	1160
	763
	74
	Protec Direct Ltd
	Protective clothing
	20.50

	1161
	764
	60
	Konica Minolta
	Photocopying
	64.18

	1162
	765
	74
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing contract
	721.46

	1163
	765
	73
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Path repairs
	373.75

	1164
	765
	73
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Herbicide treatment
	598.00

	1165
	765
	74
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Grounds Maint St Andrews
	34.50

	1166
	765
	74
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Cherry Orchard path
	2,587.50

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 765
	
	4,315.21

	1167
	766
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	46.78

	1168
	766
	76
	Opal
	Telephone
	18.77

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 766
	
	65.55

	1169
	767
	69
	Minster Micro Computers Ltd
	Software
	77.63

	1171
	768
	73
	OHMS
	Repairs to machinery
	314.19

	1172
	769
	73
	Budget Skips
	Skip Hire PJBC
	166.39

	1135
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	4,192.75

	1136
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	967.23

	1137
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	567.41

	1138
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	356.60

	1139
	DD
	4
	Salary 5
	Salary
	542.21

	1140
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	108.33

	1141
	DD
	73
	Salary 8
	Salary
	340.75

	1159
	DD
	66
	Barclays Bank
	Payroll Fees
	31.38

	
	
	
	
	
	


April

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	1
	770
	83
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500007544
	49.87

	2
	770
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500152996
	432.00

	3
	770
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	500153006
	141.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 770
	
	622.87

	4
	771
	86
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work St Andrews Gardens
	540.50

	5
	771
	87
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work KGF
	2,656.50

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 771
	
	3,197.00

	6
	772
	60
	Letterbox Marketing Services
	Newsletter delivery
	78.66

	7
	773
	60
	Paperstation Ltd
	Stationery
	10.68

	14
	775
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	860.83

	16
	776
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	304.40

	17
	777
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	416.91

	18
	777
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	625.42

	19
	777
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	206.72

	20
	777
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	141.80

	21
	777
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	59.00

	22
	777
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	147.42

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 777
	
	1,597.27

	23
	778
	9
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	391.50

	24
	778
	5
	Worcestershire CC
	Employee Pension Conts
	83.65

	25
	778
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Employee Pension Conts
	63.22

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 778
	
	538.37

	26
	779
	83
	OHMS Ltd
	Mower repairs
	20.13

	27
	780
	96
	Worcs Wildlife Trust
	Subscription
	27.00

	28
	781
	61
	Namesco Limited
	Domain Name
	229.99

	29
	782
	60
	Veldonn Printers Ltd
	Newsletter printing
	677.00

	30
	783
	83
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	28.46

	31
	783
	86
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	42.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 783
	
	70.46

	32
	784
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	65.55

	33
	785
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	11.73

	34
	786
	83
	Duckworth Worcs Trust
	Cemetery Hedge planting
	362.25

	35
	787
	83
	Worcestershire CC
	Archaelogical Evaluation
	7,456.65

	36
	788
	85
	RJS Electrical Conts. Ltd
	Electrical connection of clock
	425.50

	37
	789
	80
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall cleaning
	259.69

	38
	790
	86
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Weedkiller
	52.90

	39
	791
	40
	Sues Flowers
	Flowers
	15.00

	44
	792
	69
	HMCS
	Court fee
	1,530.00

	40
	793
	84
	Dorma UK Ltd
	 Automatic door contract
	639.40

	41
	794
	40
	Mr C D Parsons
	Certificate for Lance
	15.59

	42
	795
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Trade Refuse
	652.74

	43
	796
	85
	A M Amphlett
	Town Hall painting
	4,040.00

	45
	797
	86
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	44.85

	46
	797
	87
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	274.85

	47
	797
	83
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Herbicide Application
	661.25

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 797
	
	980.95

	48
	798
	63
	Minister Micro Computers Ltd
	Software Licences
	160.32

	49
	799
	85
	Maintenance
	CPC
	29.65

	8
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	1,912.58

	9
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	996.62

	10
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	567.41

	11
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	479.93

	12
	DD
	4
	Salary 5
	Salary
	471.72

	13
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	108.33

	15
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	340.75

	
	
	
	
	
	


644.  Items from the Tourism and Twinning Committee

Members agreed the proposals for additional pedestrian signage under the Better Welcome scheme and hoped that this would lead to a reduction in the “clutter” in the High Street.

645.  Standing Orders

Members considered their current Standing Orders and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that no changes be made to these at this time. It was agreed the Clerk confirm the legal position regarding the election of Mayor to see whether any changes may be needed in these procedures in the future.

646.  Allotments

a.
The Clerk advised members that a newsletter was to be published shortly, updating residents on the progress of the flood defence proposals and it was now anticipated that the time required on the allotment site would be less than had originally been suggested. Cllr Parsons advised members that there was still considerable confusion by allotment tenants as to where the wall was to go and reminded members that tenants should be directed to the Town Hall for accurate and up to date information.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that no rent increase for allotments be implemented for 2010 and the situation for 2011 be reviewed when the budget is considered.

c.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Allotment Association be allowed to hold an Open Day on 6th and 7th June as part of the National Open Gardens Scheme providing appropriate public liability insurance has been obtained.

647.  Town Hall
a.
It was agreed that discussion of the legal advice taken by the Clerk be deferred to confidential session owing to the nature of the advice.

b.
Cllr Parsons presented a report from the working group including a proposed specification for a loop system for the Town Hall. Whilst there was no legal obligation for a system to be installed the group recommended that they do provide one and the proposed specification gave the most versatile system including cordless microphones for ease of setting up and an under counter pad system 

Cllr Parsons advised that costs varied greatly depending on the system and could be anything from £2,000 to £16,000 and firm quotations based upon the specification were now required.

Cllr Merry suggested that a recording facility be added to the specification and this was agreed but members felt it was not necessary for a voting system to be incorporated.

It was therefore agreed that the Clerk contact the various suppliers with the specification and asked for quotations on this basis to report to the next meeting for further debate.

c.
Members agreed the Management Groups proposal that the walkway be locked 
when the Town Hall is not in use and the security firm lock up after hirers. They also 
agreed the lone worker arrangements for the Town Clerk.

648.  Bench in St Andrews Road

It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that funds for the replacement bench be kept in reserves to be used when it becomes apparent that a new bench is required in the town.

649.  Wychavon Games

It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Town Council would wish to be involved in the games and would pay the entrance fees of any team wishing to enter up to a maximum of £100. The Clerk will contact the organizers and ascertain how to encourage teams to enter.

650.  Jubilee Clock

Members were pleased to see the clock installed on the Town Hall and considered its dedication. The Clerk read the wording from the existing plaque which, if it could be refurbished, could be reused. The Clerk will ascertain this and report to the next meeting.

651.  Ex Councillor V J Smith

It was agreed that any lasting memorial to John Smith be considered shortly before the anniversary of his death in consultation with the family. It was agreed that once the views of the family were known, the public should be consulted for their opinion before the Council make their final decision.

652.  Power of Well Being

The Clerk presented a Statement of Community Involvement which, with one minor amendment, was approved. The Clerk stated she had not yet been able to submit her CiLCA unit due to family circumstances but hoped to have done so in time for the next meeting. Once this had been achieved members would be in a position to decide whether they wish to take up the Power of Well Being.

653.  Public Transport

Cllr Shaw advised members of concerns that Pershore was to be dropped as a stop on one of the current trains and that it was felt that if this was allowed to go through without the Council objecting, further reduction in service at Pershore station would follow. It was agreed that the Clerk write to First Great Western, expressing their concerns, especially as a great deal of money was currently being spent to upgrade Pershore station.

654.  Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils

Cllr Grantham advised that there had not been a meeting of the Executive Board since the last Council meeting.

655.  Reports from Representatives of outside Bodies

a.
Cllr Wood reported that the CAB were finding it difficult to obtain sufficient funding to 

enable them to keep pace with the demand for their services. Wychavon D.C. had 

agreed a grant of £60,000 but there was no guarantee that this level of funding would be available for future years. The three towns continue to contribute with Pershore being seen as the most generous for its size. Cllr Wood stated that the CAB would be struggling to continue its excellent work unless an increase in its core funding could be found.
b.
Cllr Shaw advised that a leaflet about the Vale Landscape Heritage Trust was available for each member and there was an invitation for members to join various walkabouts. Additional land had recently been acquired at Lower Moor.

656.  Pershore Riverside Centre

Cllr Smith advised that activities were continuing including an Easter programme of events for youngsters aged 9 – 14.

There had been some discussion regarding the possibility of a riverside path which would run past the Centre and concerns had been raised regarding security of the Centre and the newly refurbished pontoon. Cllr Tucker reminded members that a provision had been included in the lease to the Riverside Centre that should such a path be proposed, access would be permitted but Cllr Wood advised that proposals were at a very early stage and more detail would be provided to the Town Council and to the Centre once it was available.

657.  Pershore Cemetery Committee

There was nothing to report

658.  Rooftop Housing

Members were concerned that grass verges in the ownership of Rooftop Housing were being regularly parked on and driven over, causing major and dangerous ruts and looking very unsightly. It was agreed that representatives from Rooftop Housing be asked to meet interested members of the Council for discussion on how this situation could be remedied.

The Clerk will contact Rooftop and arrange a meeting accordingly.

659.  Transition Towns

Cllr Shaw had been unable to attend the meeting at County Hall. He was awaiting a report of the meeting which would be brought to the next meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee for debate.

660.  Pershore Market Town Partnership

a.
Cllr Shaw reported that railings had been installed at Pershore Station and shelters would be installed soon. Discussions were still underway concerning a land swap for additional parking and quotations were awaited for a mural to be painted on the side of the Tarmac building.

b.
Cllr Tucker commented on his disappointment that the walkabout in Pershore had happened without the knowledge of the three District Council members but noted that action 
was required in various areas of the town, including the Abbey Garage site which could 
take a long time to achieve. It was hoped that at least some hoardings could be erected to screen off the site and members noted that it may be a revised plan could be forthcoming in the future which would remove the currently proposed retail units on the site.

The plans for the Angel are, it was hoped, a first phase and there were still hopes for a 
car park for 80 vehicles in the future.

It was noted that the Town Council were being asked to consider putting together an investment pack and the Clerk was asked to contact Evesham Town Council for a copy of theirs to see what was required.

661.   County Council Services

a.
Members noted that the lamppost outside Number 8 was not going to be moved and accepted this but regretted that it had taken over 12 months to get a satisfactory reply to the initial request.

b.
The Clerk advised that a site meeting at Walcot Ford was to be held shortly and a report would be brought to the next meeting.

c.
It was agreed members had no objection to the proposals for double yellow lines in Walcot Lane to ease the passage of lorries into Allen Gears.

d.
It was agreed that members still object to the proposed bus stop in Bridge Street and ask that the bus company consider routing the bus through Defford Road as other buses do even if this means a minor amendment to the timetable.

The Clerk will write accordingly.

e.
Cllr Merry asked members to consider requesting a pedestrian crossing in Station Road, particularly to help children crossing the road from the Ashdale Avenue side for the High School. It was agreed the Clerk write to the County Council asking for them to investigate the possibility of such a crossing as a matter of urgency.

f.
It was noted that the remedial works to the High Street had been completed and members were most disappointed that they did not feel a proper job had been done. Blocks were still not laid correctly in a number of locations and it was probable they would continue to move and break. The Clerk was asked to write to Highways reporting members concerns.
The meeting was then closed so that Cllr E Tucker could report and reopened the meeting at the end of her report.

662.   District Council Services

a.
Cllr Wood advised that the volunteer group had not been asked, and would not be litter picking Avon Meadows. She asked that the Clerk ascertain how this was to be done as the ditch in particular needed clearing and the hedge needed cutting back. The Clerk will investigate these.

b.
The Clerk advised members that works were to be undertaken to reduce the standing water at the bottom of Cherry Orchard Playing Field and that land owners off Station Road and Three Springs Road had been instructed to clear ditches.

c.
Cllr Wood congratulated the District Council on the beautiful carvings now installed 
on the Abbey Park boardwalk.

663.   Items for Information.

a.
The Clerk advised that copies of newsletters from the Cotswold Line Promotion Group, the Volunteer Centre, Wychavon D.C., Worcestershire Partnership, West Mercia Constabulary, CPRE and Pershore High School were available in the members’ room.

b.
The Clerk advised that a questionnaire relating to the Worcestershire County Council Waste Core Strategy was available on the County Council website and she would email the appropriate link to members.

664.  Items for future agendas

a.
Football Club Lease

b.
Election of Mayor

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda items 33(legal issues) and 34 (Staffing issues) it was proposed by Cllr Rose seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

665.   Legal Issues

a.
It was agreed the Clerk ascertain from CALC whether an arbitrator may be available concerning the Leisure Centre lease and in the light of this information the Clerk arrange a meeting with the Mayor and the three District Councillors and the CEO of Wychavon D.C. to attempt to resolve the issue.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Merry and RESOLVED that solicitors be instructed concerning outstanding problems with the Town Hall.

666.   Staffing Issues

a.
It was agreed that a members of staff approaching retirement age be permitted to continue working 15 hours a week as they had requested. The Clerk intended to review all workers over retirement age on an annual basis.

b.
In the absence of the Clerk the recommendation from the Finance and Property Committee regarding her remuneration was ratified at LC3, SCP43 with effect from 1st April 2009.

Signed………………………………………………
Date…………………………………………
Chairman

Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tucker advised members that whilst she appreciated that the Town Council were not completely satisfied with the final remedial work to the High Street, she had worked hard to get this done as the work had been signed off. In response to a question from Cllr Parsons, Cllr Tucker advised that she was not clear why the work had been signed off when there were clearly aspects outstanding and she had written that day for clarification. She will be undertaking an update on scrutiny of Highways and will be asking for sampled inspection of work by the County Council to try to obtain a more consistent standard of work.

Cllr Tucker was not sure why the bus stop in Bridge Street was required and agreed that it was not clear why the bus could serve Broad Street in one direction and not the other. An area bus review questionnaire was being circulated for residents to complete.

Cllr Tucker noted that a flashing 20mph sign was now installed in Newlands.

The possibility of a crossing in Station Road had been investigated in the past and crossings have been requested by residents in a number of different locations. There is now a specialist department who will consider the proposal and Cllr Tucker has asked for an early on site meeting to consider the various options.
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