21.05.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

21st May 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr C Parsons M.B.E. (Mayor)


Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr T Rose



Cllr K Rowe



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Items raised by members of the public.

There were none
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest.

669.  Apologies

There were none
670.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared a personal interest in agenda item 9, Allotments

Cllrs Amphlett, Grantham, Parsons, Smith and Tucker declared personal interested in agenda item 19 the Riverside Centre

671.  Mayors Announcements

The Mayor made announcements as follows:-

The Civic Service would be held in the Autumn
The Cooperative store in the town centre was to become an Asda store and would close during July for some refitting

An Armed Forces Day flag had been purchased and it was hoped, as with other councils 
in the country this would be flown for the week commencing 22nd June from the Town Hall.

As the Carnival the following Monday had a medieval theme, the Mayor asked for 
permission to wear medieval costume with the mayoral chain – this was agreed unanimously.

The Mayor asked for members’ agreement for the length of future agendas to be considered in conjunction with the Clerk with a view to finding a way to shorten meetings. This was agreed and it was hoped such an agenda could be trialed at the June meeting.
672.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk advised members that a group of school children from Bad Neustadt would be entertained for an afternoon in June and agreement was given that refreshments should be provided.

673.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 9th April and 7th May be signed as a true record of the proceedings.

674.  Matters of report from the Minutes

The Clerk advised members that she had had no response from Ryan air regarding the complaint and had now written to the BBC. A response from them was awaited. After debate members agreed to this action being taken.

The Clerk was still awaiting a detailed response from Wychavon D.C. regarding car parking charges and from Wychavon Games for advice on how to promote the games.
The Clerk had been assured by Wychavon D C that despite the removal of one CCTV camera, coverage of the town was still good.
The Clerk had submitted her Power of Well Being unit for the CiLCA award and the result was awaited.
675.  Finance
a.
The Clerk presented the accounts to the end of March 2009 which had now been internally audited. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that these accounts be approved and forwarded to the external auditor in due course.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that all sections of the Annual Governance Statement of the Pershore Town Council could be positively answered and therefore the statement was approved. Cllr Tucker thanked the Clerk for her hard work and for producing an excellent set of accounts.
c.
Members approved the budget comparison and it was agreed not to transfer funds from reserves for legal fees at this stage but to monitor the expenditure on a monthly basis.

d.
It was proposed by Cllr D Hughes, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the payments list for the month of May be accepted as below. The subscription payment was agreed for CALC but the Clerk was asked to report to Council at a future meeting on how beneficial membership had been.
	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	96
	816
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	90.00

	97
	817
	83
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500007544
	94.00

	98
	817
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500152996
	874.00

	99
	817
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500153006
	292.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 817
	
	1,260.00

	100
	818
	80
	Rob Dob's Cleaning Services
	Window Cleaning
	329.00

	101
	819
	83
	Travis Perkins
	Repairs to tap at cemetery
	19.08

	102
	820
	85
	Smith of Derby
	Town Clock
	5,807.50

	103
	821
	83
	OHMS
	Lawn Mower Repairs
	41.78

	104
	822
	92
	Pershore Civic Society
	Town Walk
	16.75

	105
	823
	85
	CPC
	Black refuse bags
	111.78

	106
	824
	60
	Paperstation Ltd
	Stationery
	33.06

	107
	825
	86
	Environment Agency
	Abstratcion Licence
	38.15

	108
	826
	85
	Up the Pole
	Town Council Flag
	169.05

	110
	827
	83
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	85.13

	111
	827
	86
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	44.96

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 827
	
	130.09

	109
	828
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	76.48

	112
	829
	87
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	547.00

	113
	829
	86
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	92.40

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 829
	
	639.40

	114
	830
	66
	Ian Fraser
	Internal Audit
	475.00

	115
	831
	80
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall cleaning
	272.06

	116
	832
	42
	Dr Marshall Wilson
	Book of Pershore x 5
	75.00

	117
	833
	96
	CALC
	Subscription
	843.86

	118
	834
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	51.97

	119
	834
	90
	Opal
	Telephone
	19.25

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 834
	
	71.22

	120
	835
	83
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Electricity
	105.83

	121
	836
	42
	Commandery Coaches
	Coach Hire - Twinning
	350.00

	122
	837
	42
	Mr R Speight
	Town Crier Duties
	100.00

	123
	838
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	75.56

	124
	839
	69
	Thomson Bancks
	Legal Fees
	4,692.27

	126
	840
	86
	W L Brown
	Concrete
	7.20

	127
	841
	85
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Armed Forces Flag
	10.00

	151
	841
	65
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Photographic background
	30.50

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 841
	
	40.50

	134
	842
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	1,164.73

	135
	843
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	315.15

	136
	844
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	1.53

	137
	845
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	49.98

	138
	846
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	937.50

	139
	846
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	221.61

	140
	846
	3
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	38.02

	141
	846
	4
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	5.94

	142
	846
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	147.60

	143
	846
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	84.00

	144
	846
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	629.25

	145
	846
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	278.03

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 846
	
	2,341.95

	146
	847
	9
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	476.92

	147
	847
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	90.46

	148
	847
	5
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	87.09

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 847
	
	654.47

	149
	848
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	70.00

	150
	849
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postage stamps
	130.00

	152
	850
	64
	CIT Vendor Finance Ltd
	Copier lease
	343.16

	153
	851
	80
	British Gas
	Town Hall Gas
	1,014.95

	154
	852
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	47.76

	155
	852
	90
	Opal
	Telephone
	20.85

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 852
	
	68.61

	156
	853
	83
	BT
	Telephone
	127.21

	125
	DD
	68
	Barclays Bank
	Investment Fees
	879.15

	128
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,606.66

	129
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	1,031.09

	130
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	641.58

	131
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	117.20

	132
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	590.90

	133
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	336.10

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	28,355.04


676.  Items from the Tourism and Twinning Committee

a.
Cllr Parsons reported on a very successful and enjoyable trip to Bad Neustadt at the beginning of May with towns from Czech republic, Austria, former East Germany and Italy present. He thanked the Clerk for organizing the visit and Cllr Wood for helping to arrange entertainment on the last evening. Cllr Parsons presented various gifts from Germany that had been given to him during the visit.
Cllr Wood explained the return visit would take place at the end of August and anyone able to host guests at that time was asked to contact the Clerk. Cllr Parsons asked that as many councillors as possible attend the civic reception that would be taking place during the visit.

b.
Cllr Wood asked that some cleaning of the culvert be undertaken prior to the Pershore in Bloom judging in July and the Clerk agreed to arrange this.
677.  Allotments
Members considered the consultation document received concerning the flood defences. There were a number of issues that needed clarification and the Clerk was asked to write to the Environment Agency and ask for:-

Clarification that 2 surface water pumping stations are to be provided.
That French drains are to be considered along the length of the wall
Whether 1 metre or 3 metres access is required along the length of the wall on the allotment site

That money spent on a serpentine wall would be better spent on improving the defences

The consultation response is required by 2nd June and the Clerk was asked to obtain answers to these queries and advise members before replying to the consultation.
678.  Town Hall
a.
Cllr Parsons advised members that of the quotations so far received, only one had been suitable and this would cost £6,022.82 for 8 microphones or £9,379.78 for 16. Members felt that it was necessary to obtain more quotations against the agreed specification and the Clerk will bring these to the next meeting for debate.

Members noted that the current quotation was considerably more expensive than the £1,800 in the budget and consideration would need to be given to this when the matter was debated again.

b.
Members considered the report of the recent meeting of the Management 
Group with the Heritage Centre and Cllr Palfrey declared a personal interest in this item. The issue of security of tenure was discussed and members generally felt that they would like to help the Centre by ensuring this was for a long enough period to enable them to obtain grant aid but also to give the Council some flexibility in its accommodation. After debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED with Cllrs Palfrey and D Hughes abstaining, that the Management Group meet with the Heritage Centre again agreeing in principle to granting security of tenure for up to 5 years subject to seeing an acceptable business plan showing evidence of some payment to the Town Council as a contribution to the cost of their accommodation.
c.
Eight members agreed to attend the Town Hall on Sunday 7th June at 10.00am to plant bedding plants and the Clerk will arrange for some soil improver to be dug in beforehand.

679.  King George’s Field
The Clerk reported that a picnic bench on King George’s Field had had to be removed. Members considered its replacement but Cllr Parsons advised there were already 5 picnic benches and 5 benches on the field. Cllr Smith suggested that Rotary may be prepared to assist and the Clerk will write to the President.
680.  Jubilee Clock
After debate it was agreed that a new plaque be provided with similar words and to include the date of the rededication which it was agreed should be on 28th June 2009. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood that the plaque be made of stainless steel. An amendment was proposed by Cllr Rose and seconded by Cllr K Rowe that the plaque be made of lacquered brass. Upon putting the amendment to the vote it was RESOLVED by 9 votes to 6 that the plaque be made from lacquered brass and sited at eye level underneath the clock.
681.  Public Transport
Cllr Palfrey reported that a response had been received from First Great Western concerning the reduction of services at Pershore Railway Station. He thanked the Council for their support but felt that the response from the railway company did not address the real issues and he asked members to consider responding again to the company to ask them again to reconsider maintaining this service. Members agreed and Cllr Palfrey will liaise with the Clerk concerning an appropriate letter.
682.  Member Allowances
Members considered whether they wished to ask the District Council remuneration panel to consider whether councilors should receive an allowance to take into account the cost of ink and paper needed to print out minutes, agendas and reports. After debate it was agreed that this was not necessary at this time.
683.  Mayoral Regalia
The Clerk advised members that the Council did not currently own a Mayoral hat to go with the Mayoral robe and this had caused problems in the past  when the Mayor had been asked to take a 
salute. After debate it was agreed not to purchase this at the present time but consider 
such a purchase later in the financial year.
Cllr K Rowe asked that the issue of a Clerk’s robe be a matter for a future agenda.
684.  Avon Meadows
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Daniels and RESOLVED that the Council agree that works proposed on Avon Meadows to the black pipe and manhole covers be allowed to go ahead provided the necessary health and safety requirements had been fulfilled.

b.
Members considered the draft management plan for Avon Meadows but expressed concerns that whilst what was to be done was well explained there was no indication of who would be responsible. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Wychavon and ask that an additional paragraph be inserted clarifying the various responsibilities and a further draft be brought to the next Council meeting for further debate.
685.  Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils
Cllr Grantham stated that he had been disappointed to hear members asking for a report from the Clerk on the usefulness of CALC as he felt they had been most helpful in enabling the Council to become a Quality Council. CALC were very active and although the Town Council may not need as much assistance as a small parish they were most helpful when necessary. There was a meeting on 27th May and any member was most welcome to attend.
686.  Reports from Representatives of outside Bodies

There were none.

687.  Pershore Riverside Centre

Cllr Smith advised that an Open Day would be held on 20th June and all members were welcome to attend.

688.  Pershore Cemetery Committee

There was nothing to report

689.  Rooftop Housing

Cllr Parsons presented a report on a meeting held recently with Rooftop Housing and stated how pleased he had been that so many members had attended. Cllr Amphlett was pleased that grass was to be reinstated where it had been damaged and also that there was to be a follow up meeting in a few months.

In response to a question from Cllr Palfrey it was agreed to raise the issue of the green space by Cherry Orchard House where ball games are not allowed at the next meeting with the Housing Association.
690.  Pershore Market Town Partnership

Cllr Parsons reported that the current Market Town Manager, Hilary Philpott would be leaving the post in September and there was no guarantee at this stage that she would be replaced. 
He asked that the matter of a small presentation to her be on the next Council agenda for 
discussion.
691.   County Council Services

a.
Cllr Parsons advised that work to Walcot Ford was already underway.

b.
The Clerk advised members that the bus stop outside the Star Inn was to be installed and that a response was awaited concerning a pedestrian crossing in Station Road and the state of the block paving in Broad Street.
c.
Cllr Wood advised that concerns had been expressed concerning the danger of crossing the road by St Andrews. The Clerk was asked to contact the liaison officer and ask for his opinion.
692.   District Council Services

a.
Cllr Parsons stated that he felt it would put a burden on the office for them to produce an investment pack similar to Evesham and suggested the Chamber of Trade may like to consider this. It was agreed this item be deferred to the next agenda.

b.
The Clerk advised that Pershore was no longer being considered for a pilot for flood warnings but that there was a suggestion of a gauge on one of the bridges in the culvert in King George’s Field to be installed and monitored by CCTV to give an early warning of flooding. It was felt that if Wychavon D.C. wished to undertake this, members had no objection but were unsure whether it would work as an early warning system when the Environment Agency already operated a tried and tested system of flood warning.
c.
Cllr Parsons presented a report of a liaison meeting held with Mr Hegarty and Cllr Middleborough of Wychavon D.C.. Cllr Amphlett asked that the council be given an opportunity to influence the number of properties to rent when the Priest Lane proposals are considered.
Cllr Wood advised that she believed an alternative site for a CCTV camera was being considered although Cllr Parsons said he had been told that a review of all CCTV was about to be undertaken.

Members accepted the report.
693.   Items for Information.

a.
Nine members stated they would be attending the opening of the Voluntary Help Centre and the Clerk will advise the Centre accordingly.

b.
The Clerk advised that the watercourse at Mill Lane had now been cleared and that newsletters from the Volunteer Centre, WCC Warden, WCC Environmental Services and Wildlife Trust were in the members’ room for information.
694.  Items for future agendas

a.
Football Club Lease – to be debated at Management Group in the first instance
b.
Refreshments at Council Meetings (Cllr Amphlett)
c.
Structure and terms of reference of Management Group (Cllr Tucker) June agenda

d.
Norton co-mingled plant (Cllr Merry) June agenda

e.
Youth Council (Cllr Parsons) June agenda

f.
Portfolio responsibilities (Cllr Parsons)

g.
Investors in people and Customer Service Excellence awards (Cllr Parsons)

h.
Mayoral protocol (Cllr G B M Hughes)
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda items 33(legal issues) and 34 (Staffing issues) it was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

695.   Legal Issues

a.
Cllr Parsons advised that Mr Hegarty was to discuss the issue of the Leisure Centre lease with his legal team and it was possible, if the matter was resolved, that the meeting on 28th June may be cancelled.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the expert be appointed to inspect and report on the Town Hall in accordance with members discussion at their informal meeting on 14th May.
696.   Pershore Cemetery – legal issues
a.
After debate members agreed that the new cemetery field be left alone for the time being and the local farmer be allowed to take hay if he so wished as in previous years. The Clerk will write to the County Archaeologists accordingly. It was agreed the issue of confidentiality be reviewed in 6 months time.
b.
Cllr Parsons stated that Mr Hegarty advised that no councillor should have individual contact with any potential housing developer due to the critical stage of the joint core strategy discussions and the Clerk will write to the resident accordingly.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.20pm.

Signed………………………………………………
Date…………………………………………
Chairman
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