19.02.2009

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

19th February 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr K Rowe (Mayor)



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr T Rose



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Items raised by members of the public.

Inspector S Brooker attended the meeting to update members on policing matters. He advised the Council of his imminent retirement and the Mayor thanked Inspector Brooker for his hard work in Pershore over the past 6 years.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest.

Prayers

Prayers were said by the Rev K Crawford.

599.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr D Hughes who was away and Cllr Amphlett who was unwell.
600.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared personal interests in agenda item 10, Allotments.
Cllrs Grantham, Parsons, Smith and Tucker declared a personal interest in agenda item 21 Riverside Centre
601.  Mayors Announcements
The Mayor advised members that Pershore had now been declared a Fair Trade town and 
he showed the certificate for the Town Council which would be displayed at the Town Hall.
The Mayor advised of his plans to hold a civic ball on 25th April which he invited all members 
to attend.
602.  Matters brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk advised members that
a.
Their nominee for the Wychavon Bursary would be receiving a certificate of commendation
b.
She had recently had to purchase a new CCTV camera for the walkway.
603.  Minutes

It is was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 15th January 2009 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
604.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that she was awaiting a detailed response from Ryanair and from Allenbuild regarding the drainage.
b.
It was noted that the working group were still investigating the loop system and a report would be brought to the next meeting. Cllr Hughes asked that it be noted that she had not been invited to the third demonstration and wished that she had. At the invitation of Cllr Parsons, Cllr Hughes agreed to join the working party and would attend its next meeting.
605.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee
a.
In accordance with the recommendation from the Amenities and Environment Committee it was proposed by Cllr Tucker seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Council purchase new Christmas lights for the trees in Broad Street to be installed nearer Christmas. The Clerk advised that she would be employing a separate contractor to remove the old lights at a more economic cost.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Council adopt the recommended and revised Financial Risk Assessment.
606.  Finance

a.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the budget comparison to 31st January be accepted.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Daniels and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of February be accepted.

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	1012
	697
	60
	Paperstation Limited
	Stationery
	17.23

	1013
	698
	73
	Buzz Electrical Ltd
	Cemetery Lodge electrical
	227.70

	1014
	699
	66
	Halliwells
	Legal Fees
	1,399.65

	1015
	700
	43
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mileage
	22.41

	1016
	701
	204
	Evesham Mechanical Services
	Boiler repair
	616.72

	1017
	702
	207
	C Willis
	Allotment rent
	2.50

	1018
	703
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	22.89

	1019
	704
	204
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall Cleaning
	272.06

	1020
	705
	73
	OHMS
	Servicing of machinery
	334.47

	1021
	705
	74
	OHMS
	Service of machinery
	313.53

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 705
	
	648.00

	1022
	706
	204
	MER Industries Ltd
	Security Alarm maintenance
	111.55

	1023
	707
	73
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	23.51

	1024
	707
	74
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	43.50

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 707
	
	67.01

	1025
	708
	63
	Minster Micro Computers Ltd
	I T Service Contract
	1,322.50

	1026
	709
	73
	Vale Heating & Plumbing
	Gas service Cemetery Lodge
	215.75

	1027
	710
	70
	CPC
	Health & Safety req.
	25.14

	1028
	711
	204
	LES
	Lift Maintenance Contract
	254.97

	
	712
	
	Cancelled Cheque
	
	

	1030
	713
	79
	CPRE
	Subscription
	29.00

	1031
	714
	73
	Severn Trent Water
	Water Services
	203.35

	1032
	714
	207
	Severn Trent Water
	Water Services
	251.93

	1033
	714
	70
	Severn Trent Water
	Water Services
	344.28

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 714
	
	799.56

	1034
	715
	205
	Guardian Security Ltd
	New CCTV camera
	143.75

	1035
	716
	67
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Mileage
	18.10

	1036
	716
	205
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Mayoral Photographs
	12.25

	1037
	716
	205
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Planning Permission for clock
	85.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 716
	
	115.35

	1038
	717
	64
	CIT Vendor Finance
	Copier Lease
	343.16

	
	718
	
	Cancelled Cheque
	
	

	1040
	719
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	54.17

	1041
	719
	76
	Opal
	Telephone
	21.94

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 719
	
	76.11

	1042
	720
	73
	OHMS
	Machinery service
	61.63

	1043
	721
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	50.00

	1044
	722
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	77.80

	1045
	723
	70
	W L Brown
	Dustbin bags filler
	31.19

	1053
	724
	73
	Salary 8
	Salary
	857.31

	1054
	725
	73
	Salary 9
	Salary
	56.35

	1055
	726
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	40.18

	1056
	727
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	432.13

	1057
	727
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	635.57

	1058
	727
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	216.48

	1059
	727
	3
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	3.41

	1060
	727
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	141.80

	1061
	727
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	159.73

	1062
	727
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	59.00

	1063
	727
	8
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	9.80

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 727
	
	1,657.92

	1064
	728
	73
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employees Pension Conts
	62.62

	1065
	728
	9
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employers Pension conts
	362.10

	1066
	728
	5
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employees Pension conts
	83.65

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 728
	
	508.37

	1029
	729
	67
	SLCC
	Larger Council's Conference
	230.00

	1067
	730
	40
	Twinning Flights
	Flybe
	2,931.84

	1030
	DD
	68
	Barclays Bank
	Investment charges
	1,062.36

	1046
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	1,902.43

	1047
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	986.86

	1048
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	567.41

	1049
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	480.07

	1050
	DD
	4
	Salary 5
	Salary
	423.52

	1051
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	238.86

	1052
	DD
	73
	Salary 7
	Salary
	340.75

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	19,237.86


c.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that cheques due for payment in the months of March and August be signed by the authorized signatories and be ratified at the April and September Council meetings.

607. Twinning
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED that a limited edition print of a view of Pershore Abbey be presented to Bad Neustadt in recognition of the 30th Anniversary of Twinning. It was agreed a record of the various items given to our twin town should be recorded by way of photographs to assist with the choosing of future gifts.
b.
After debate it was agreed that the Council did not wish to be involved in a proposed Twinning leaflet being produced by Bewdley Twinning Association. The Clerk will write accordingly.

c.
Cllr Wood advised that a visit to Plouay was planned for 2010.

608.  Allotments

a.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Merry and RESOLVED that the proposed route of the flood defences through the allotment site be agreed and that those tenants directly affected be given a rent free year and the Clerk be authorized to determine the use of any financial compensation from the Environment Agency.
b.
The Clerk advised members of her intention to call a meeting of these tenants directly affected by the proposed flood defences on Saturday 28th February at 2.00pm at the Town Hall and invited any members who wished to attend to do so.

609.  Transition Towns

Cllr Tucker advised that although a grant had been applied for to get this project off the ground the application had not been successful. The Town Council therefore needed to get the project started and he suggested a public meeting be called to enable a steering group to be formed. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that free use of the Town Hall be agreed for this project and fort the proposed launch.
610.  Town Hall

The Clerk advised members that a security firm would be locking the Town Hall and walkway after evening bookings with effect from 1st March.

611.  Avon Meadows
Cllr Shaw advised members that no decision was currently required regarding the diversion 
of the diagonal footpath across Avon Meadows (number 511). However, as the Wychavon 
Way was to be using a permissive path alongside the river across the Town Council’s land
it would be appropriate to ask Wychavon D.C. to do the same.
Cllr Tucker advised that the current footpath would be largely unwalkable once the wetlands project was completed. It was agreed that the Council supported the proposed permissive path and the Clerk will write to Wychavon D.C. accordingly.
612.  Bench in St Andrews Road
The Clerk advised members that this bench had had to be removed as it was unsafe. It was agreed a replacement bench would be appropriate but its exact location be an item for debate at the next meeting.
613. Wychavon Games
Cllr K Rowe reported that he was now Chairman of Wychavon Games and was hoping to help to ensure that it kept going. The possibility of including boules as a sport for 2009 was being considered and he felt that the Town Council could enter a team. Cllr Rowe will keep members advised.
614.  Jubilee Clock
Cllr Tucker proposed and Cllr B Hughes SECONDED that the new clock be fixed to the Town Hall in the location suggested by the structural surveyor and the clock be dedicated to ex Councillor John Smith in recognition of his achievements. Members considered whether this was appropriate and other ideas for the clock were suggested.
Cllr Wood proposed and Cllr Daniels seconded an amendment that the clock should continue to remain dedicated to the lives of those who fell in war.
Upon being put to the vote, there were 6 in favour and 6 against with 1 abstention and the amendment fell with the use of the Mayor’s casting vote.

The proposition was then put to the vote and it was RESOLVED with 7 votes in favour including the Mayor’s casting vote, 6 against and 1 abstention that the new clock be fixed to the Town Hall in the location suggested and the clock be dedicated to ex Cllr John Smith.

The issue of the visibility of the clock in its new location was discussed and the Clerk was asked to ascertain the feasibility and cost of installing the clock with a longer bracket.

615.  Ex Councillor V C Lancelott
Members noted the forthcoming 100th birthday of ex Cllr Lancelott and it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that Cllr Lancelott be nominated as an Honorary Citizen of the Town with a framed certificate being presented to him at his birthday celebrations. It was agreed not to advise Cllr Lancelott of this decision until the moment of the presentation.
616.  King George’s Field
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the Royal Naval Association be allowed free use of King George’s Field for a firework display on 1st November 2009 provided the necessary insurance is provided as usual.
b.
The Clerk advised members that recent damage to the field caused by a vehicle would be repaired at the cost of the football club and that three disease resistant elm trees would be planted on the field on 24th February kindly donated by Pershore College. The trees would have some 
protection from vandalism also provided by the College.
617.  Worcestershire County Association of Councils
a.
The Clerk advised members that the Acting Chief Executive of CALC had suggested that he provide training as an exercise for members on the Power of Well Being free of charge on Thursday 12th March from 7 – 9 pm. Members signed their availability and the Clerk will arrange for this to take place.
b.
Cllr Grantham reported that CALC were in a position to help councils to apply for various grants and he would let the Clerk have the necessary information. He also noted that a great deal of information would be sent via e mail in future and the Clerk would need to sift through to see what was of relevance to the Council.
618.  Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies

Members noted that the Voluntary Help Centre had now moved to New Road and it was hoped to have a more detailed report in time for the next meeting.

619.  Pershore Riverside Youth Centre

Cllr Smith advised that the plans for the possible extension to the premises were now concentrating on the Leisure Centre side of the building and more details would be available in due course.

It was also agreed that the owner of the Angel Hotel could place a skip on the car park in front of the Riverside Centre for one day to assist during his building works.
620.  Pershore Joint Burial Committee
a.
The Clerk reported that it was intended that the small garage be moved to the play area in the adjacent field on a temporary basis and in its place a storage container for storage of the cemetery machinery be installed. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr M Rowe that the Clerk proceed to implement this recommendation and to ascertain whether planning permission would be required.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that from the 1st April the committee be known as the Pershore Town Council Cemetery Committee

c.
It was agreed that the committee operate with 5 members until the Annual Meeting in May when 7 members would need to be elected.

d.
The Clerk advised that the Archaeological Survey for the new cemetery would take place the following week.

e.
Cllr Parsons asked about progress regarding testing of memorials at the cemetery and agreed to identify those that he felt needed work to the Clerk to that any action that needed to be taken could be done.

621.  Pershore Market Town Partnership

a.
Cllr Palfrey advised members of progress regarding the railway station project and 
advised that a meeting was to be held the following week when he hoped a more positive 
outcome than that to date would emerge.
b.
Cllr Wood advised that it was not possible to inform members of the proposed projects for 2009 as more information was needed before the Action Plan could be completed. It was hoped this would be available in time for the next meeting.

622.  County Council Services

a.
The Clerk advised that she was still waiting for a decision regarding the position of the street light outside Number 8 and would continue to press for a decision. Cllr Parsons stated that he felt that it was unacceptable that the Council had been waiting for 12 months for the light to be moved and asked that Cllr E Tucker take the issue up on behalf of the Town Council.
b.
It was noted that the works to enable Walcot Ford to reopen would include gabions but currently no chain was planned. Members hoped that the works would be undertaken to ensure the safety of the ford prior to its reopening and asked that they be kept informed of progress, The Clerk will write to the County Council accordingly.
c.
Members were advised of plans to create an additional bus stop outside the Star Inn to serve one bus a day at 0857 as the bus was unable to use the Broad Street bus stops. Members had some concerns that there would be restrictions of parking in the area and that having a bus stop for one bus a day would cause confusion. It was agreed the Clerk write and advise the County Council that they do not support the provision of this stop.
d.
The Clerk advised members that she had been advised that the lengthsman could undertake pavement gritting duties in the town provided the Clerk made the decision when to grit and the Town Council undertook the liability. As the pavements are not the property of the Town Council the Clerk advised members that their insurance company would not cover them for this work and in the light of this information it was agreed not to proceed.
e.
The Clerk advised that the next County Council Forum would take place on 26th March at the Town Hall.

The meeting was then closed so that Cllr E Tucker could report and reopened the meeting at the end of her report.

623.  District Council Services

a.
Cllr Tucker advised members that the possibility of reducing car parking charges in the town was under review but nothing had yet been reported. After debate it was agreed that the Clerk write to the District Council supporting some reduction in car park charges. Cllr Tucker regretted the current state of Avon Meadows car park and the lack of funding for improvements. It was agreed the Clerk write to the District Council asking for their proposals to improve this car park, especially in the light of 
the new wetlands attraction.
b.
After debate it was agreed to support the request of a resident that some advertising of Alcoholics Anonymous be placed on bottle banks. The Clerk will write accordingly to Wychavon.

c.
The Clerk advised that the recently demolished railings at the entrance to the town 
would shortly be replaced.
d.
Cllr Grantham noted that one of the CCTV cameras had been removed from the High Street as the owner of the building had withdrawn his permission. It was agreed the Clerk write to ask for an assurance that coverage in the town had not been reduced.

e.
Cllr Grantham advised that he had been informed of the intention of Wychavon to try to get the Cottage Hospital demolished even though detailed plans for the area were not available. This would help to remove an eyesore and a nuisance in the town.

624.  Items for information

The Clerk advised members that the following documents were in the Members’ Room for information:-

Natural World Magazine – Winter 2008

Worcestershire Wildlife News – January 2009
Community First Newsline – February 2009

West Midlands RSS – Phase two revision

625.  Items for future agendas

a.
Opening hours of the Town Hall walkway

b.
Sustainable Communities Act

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda item 28(legal issues) it was proposed by 
Cllr Palfrey seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

626.  Legal Issues

The Clerk advised she was hoping to have further information on the lease to the Leisure Centre in time for the next meeting
627.  Staffing Issues

The Clerk advised members of various staffing issues.

The Chairman of the Finance and Property Committee then placed a recommendation to 
the Council concerning the Clerk’s remuneration. Cllr Parsons declared an interest in this 
item and he and the Clerk left the room and took no part in the debate.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 22:15
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………

West Mercia Police
Inspector Steve Brooker attended the meeting and advised members that crime in Pershore was reducing. He noted that two local residents who tended to cause trouble were currently in prison and members expressed their hope that one in particular would get some professional help as soon as possible.

Inspector Brooker noted that there had been some trouble at the Co-Op and that currently the ASBO process was being instigated on some of these youths. PC Hunter was watching the situation carefully. The shopwatch radios were being well used and had proved a very successful innovation and some sneak thieves had been recently arrested and charged.

Drug pushing of Class A drugs is currently non existent which is most encouraging. 

Various events involving large numbers of people had also gone well, particularly the Boxing Day hunt and the Remembrance Day parade.

Inspector Brooker concluded by thanking the Council for its support to all the police and CSOs who serve in Pershore. Crime in the town was currently 11% lower, compared with 8% in Wychavon and an increase in crime regionally and nationally.

Members of the Council wished Inspector Brooker well in his retirement.

Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tucker advised members that Walcot Ford works would be gabions only although chains had not been ruled out completely for the future. She also noted that the proposed double yellow lines in Walcot Lane would now be laid in April.

The lamppost outside Number 8 Cllr Tucker advised she had not become involved with, preferring to concentrate on the difficulties in the workmanship of the High Street pavements and the trip hazard on the pedestrian refuge by the Angel.
Cllr Tucker also noted the potential problems with the proposed new bus stop  and she would try to find out the consequences of this stop.

Pavement gritting Cllr Tucker agreed needed to be sorted out as there was some confusion as to whether this was County or District’s responsibilities. She will look into this.
Cllr Tucker advised that the County Council budget had now been approved with a 2.9% increase. It was felt that the costs of top management were too high and these would be looked at. It was also noted that public transport costs were to be cut by £300,000 for the next 2 years.

Cllr Tucker noted that lunches had been started at Cherry Orchard House again but she asked that members take note that 20 people per day were needed for this to be a viable venture.
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