18.06.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

18th June 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr C Parsons M.B.E. (Mayor)


Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr T Rose



Cllr K Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Items raised by members of the public.

Inspector Sean Kent attended the meeting to introduce himself to members and confirmed his intention to build on the work by his predecessor to deliver the service that the community wanted. It was agreed the Clerk liaise with Inspector Kent to attend a future meeting for a more in depth discussion.
A member of the public asked why the newsletter contained information about event outside Pershore and why the Angel Hotel was the only establishment that was regularly linked to the plum festival. The Clerk explained that the newsletter events guide came from the Information Centre and whilst Pershore events took priority, village events were included to fill the space. Cllr Wood agreed to take the queries concerning the plum festival to the committee and suggested the members of the public was also welcome to attend the meeting.
A member of the public outlines the reasons behind the agenda item for brown signs in the town and explained that it would be very helpful if two signs could be provided in the current financial year with the four remaining for 2010/11. Some funds were available from the Chamber of Trade and an additional £750 was requested from the Town Council for the balance. The remaining four signs would be, it was hoped, funded through the Market Town Partnership in the next financial year.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest.

697.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr M Rowe who was attending a training course.
698.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared a personal interest in agenda item 11, Allotments

699.  Mayors Announcements

The Mayor made announcements as follows:-

The Clerk had achieved her Power of Well Being unit of her CiLCA to enable the Council to adopt the Power of Well Being if it so wished and the Clerk was congratulated on this achievement.
The Mayoress would be holding and coffee and lunch morning on 7th July from 10 – 3 and all members were warmly invited.
The Mayor was happy to donate a music system to the Council and asked for permission for speakers to be fixed to the wall of the Council Chamber and this was agreed.
The Mayor asked for a further item to be taken in confidential session and this was agreed.
700.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

There were none.

701.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 21st May 2009 and the Town Meeting on 16th April 2009 and the Annual Meeting on 14th May 2009 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
702.  Matters of report from the Minutes

The Clerk advised members that the accounts had been forwarded to the External Auditor and a response was awaited from Wychavon D.C. regarding car parking charges.

Members were advised that the culvert on King George’s Field should now have been cleaned, that the Management Group would be meeting with the Heritage Centre in early July and a response was awaited from the Rotary Club regarding a picnic bench on King George’s Field.
Members were advised that County Council Highways did not feel any action was required regarding the safety of pedestrians crossing by St Andrews Parish centre.

The Mayor advised that whilst the flag pole had been fixed to the Town Hall, the new plaque had not been ordered and was an agenda item later in the meeting.

703.  Finance
a.
Members approved the budget comparison to the end of May. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that sufficient funds be vired to Clerks salary to ensure no shortfall at the end of the financial year.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr D Hughes, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the payments list for the month of June be accepted as below. 
	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	166
	854
	83
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500007544
	47.00

	167
	854
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500152996
	437.00

	168
	854
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500153006
	146.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 854
	
	630.00

	169
	855
	41
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mayor's Allowance
	500.00

	170
	856
	111
	Mrs A Dobbins
	High School award
	20.00

	171
	857
	40
	First Quench Retailing Ltd
	Wine for Mayor Making etc
	120.00

	172
	858
	83
	Budget Skips
	Skip for cemetery
	166.39

	173
	859
	40
	Mrs J Parsons
	Catering for Mayor Making
	120.00

	174
	860
	80
	British Gas
	Town Hall Electricity
	805.04

	175
	921
	60
	Letterbox Marketing Services
	Newsletter delivery
	78.51

	176
	922
	80
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall cleaning
	256.24

	177
	923
	94
	npower
	Christmas Lights power
	1,028.77

	178
	924
	83
	Stuart Blunsom Tree Services
	Tree work cemetery
	632.50

	179
	925
	80
	Mercia Radiotelephones Ltd
	Shopwatch radio hire
	69.00

	180
	926
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	76.48

	181
	927
	83
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	31.81

	182
	927
	86
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	29.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 927
	
	60.81

	183
	928
	85
	Premier Engraving and Sign Co
	Plaque for clock
	212.75

	184
	929
	113
	Number 8 Community Arts Centre
	Number 8 Grant
	2,500.00

	185
	930
	85
	CPC
	Light bulbs and tools
	136.65

	186
	931
	89
	Cara Scott
	Allotment rent refund
	21.25

	187
	932
	85
	Hampshire Flag Company
	Flag pole
	87.96

	188
	933
	86
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing Contract
	44.75

	189
	933
	87
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing contract
	274.95

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 933
	
	319.70

	190
	934
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	47.76

	191
	934
	90
	Opal
	Telephone
	20.85

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 934
	
	68.61

	192
	935
	60
	Konica Minolta
	Photocopying
	155.33

	193
	936
	83
	Protec Direct Ltd
	PPE
	34.16

	194
	937
	63
	Sage Ltd
	Sage payroll support
	316.25

	195
	938
	83
	Yarmouth Stores Ltd
	PPE
	38.34

	196
	939
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	40.00

	218
	940
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	179.00

	204
	941
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	1,011.12

	205
	942
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	305.40

	206
	943
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	167.28

	207
	944
	1
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	767.62

	208
	944
	5
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	207.90

	209
	944
	4
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	22.34

	210
	944
	5
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	1.98

	211
	944
	3
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	142.20

	212
	944
	82
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	80.20

	213
	944
	82
	H M Customs and Excise
	Tax and NIC
	211.85

	214
	944
	2
	H M Customs and Excise
	Employers NIC
	438.79

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 944
	
	1,872.88

	215
	945
	5
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	83.90

	216
	945
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Superannuation
	76.68

	217
	945
	9
	Worcestershire CC
	Employers Pension Conts
	430.01

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 945
	
	590.59

	197
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,228.46

	198
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	998.96

	199
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	568.89

	200
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	565.89

	201
	DD
	4
	Salary 5
	Salary
	491.18

	202
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	568.89

	203
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	320.85

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	18,364.13

	
	
	
	
	
	


c.
Following some difficulties with the timing of payment of utility bills it was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to pay all utility bills as due and bring them to Council for ratification only.
704.  Signage at the entrance to Pershore
Cllr Wood declared a personal interest in the item as she was a member of the Chamber of Trade who had agreed to contribute financially to the signs.
Members noted that there was no item in the 2009/2010 budget for such signs and expressed some concerns that Pinvin Parish Council may not have been consulted and it was planned the signs be placed at Pinvin Crossroads.

After debate, it was agreed the Clerk ascertain the opinion of Pinvin Parishes Council and take the matter to the next meeting of the Finance and Property Committee.

705.  Power of Well Being

Members were advised that adopting this power would give the Council more freedom on what money could be spent on but there were some concerns that this could lead to an expectation from principal authorities that the Council would pay for services they would not normally be expected to provide. After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the adoption of the power be deferred for the time being and adopted when the Council felt they would wish to make use of it.
706.  Membership of Committees

Cllr Daniels agreed to join as a member of the Finance and Property Committee but no councilor agreed to join the Cemetery Committee where there is still one vacancy.
707.  Allotments
a.
It was noted that the latest plans from the Environment Agency for flood defenses included a 3 metres track on one side of the wall which would be surfaced in a way suitable to take ambulances and a 1 metre walkway the other side. Members noted that a splay would be needed to turn into the track and the Clerk had advised the Environment Agency accordingly. Members agreed they had no objection to the plans as drawn but would wait for the detailed planning permission to be applied for before giving their final comments.
b.
Cllr Rose reported that the Allotment Association had not met recently and he was waiting for some communication from them.

c.
 In response to a question from Cllr Tucker, the Clerk advised that she had undertaken a detailed allotment inspection a few days before and a number of tenants had been given notice to quit and others asked to give up half of their plot to enable prospective tenants to be given plots from the waiting list. It was agreed to consider the amount of rent charged for a ½ plot when the budget 
was debated in October.

708.  Town Hall
a.
Cllr Parsons advised members that an additional quotation had now been received although it did not address the specification written by the Council. Cllr Parsons had attempted to obtain some clarification but had found the system suggested and the language used needed some additional details. It was agreed Cllr Parsons speak to the latest supplier to clarify the various issues and the matter be an agenda item for the next Finance and Property Committee.
b.
Members considered the report concerning the options for opening the Town Hall walkway for more hours. Cllr Grantham reminded members that the walkway had been part funded by Advantage West Midlands and on that basis the Council had some responsibility to make it as available as possible to the community.
Some concerns were express about the cost of upgrading lights and CCTV cameras to enable the walkway to be open at night and security of the vehicle parked overnight was also discussed.

After debate it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Daniels and RESOLVED that the walkway be opened approximately 7.30 – 8.00am on weekday mornings and 8.15am on Saturdays by Town Hall Staff and at 8.00am on Sundays by the security company. The walkway to be closed at 10.00pm each evening by the security company except on when there is a full Council meeting when the walkway to be locked by the Town Clerk.
Opening hours to be reviewed in time for a decision regarding winter opening to be made for October.

c.
Cllr Parsons asked that the Clerk to investigate the reason behind the alarm sounding on the control panel in the Council Chamber whenever the air handling system is switched off.

709.  Royal British Legion Three Counties Rally and Jubilee Clock
a.
Members considered three options for the wording of the plaque for the Town Clock as per the Clerk’s report. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood that the wording read:-

THIS CLOCK WAS ERECTED BY ERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL AND DEDICATED ON 28TH JUNE 2009 AS A REPLACEMENT FOR CLOCKS INSTALLED IN 1953 AND 1979

IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND ALSO TO COMMEMORATE THE SILVER JUBILEE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
An amendment was proposed by Cllr Amphlett and seconded by Cllr Daniels that the wording should read:-

THIS CLOCK WAS ERECTED BY PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL AND DEDICATED ON THE 28TH JUNE 2009 AS A MEMORIAL TO ALL PERSHORE RESIDENTS WHO HAVE FALLEN IN CONFLICTS. IT ALSO COMMEMMORATES THE SILVER JUBILEE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II AND REPLACES CLOCKS SIMILARLY DEDICATED IN 1953 AND 1979
Upon taking a vote the amendment received 2 votes and the proposal 9 so the first option was agreed and the Clerk will arrange for the plaque to be so engraved and delivered in time for the dedication ceremony on 28th June.

b.
Cllr Parsons advised that all members were warmly invited to attend the Three 
Counties Rally on 28th June and 5 members and their partners expressed a wish to attend. Members considered the request that the Clerk be allowed to wear the appropriate Clerk’s gown for the occasion and it was agreed that this would be permitted.
710.  Management Group
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Rowe and RESOLVED that the membership of the Management Group be amended to read:-

“it shall normally consist of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the immediate past Mayor together with one other elected member who will serve for one year only (with advice from the Town Clerk)”

It was agreed that the Terms of Reference be amended concerning the Clerk’s appraisal to read 

“the Mayor and immediate past Mayor will carry out formal performance appraisals of the Town Clerk and report back to the Management Group.”
Standing Orders will be amended accordingly.
711.  Norton commingled plant
Cllr Merry reminded members of the history of the plant and the section 106 legal agreement regarding the routing of HGVs away from the B4084 through Pershore. After debate it was proposed by Cllr Merry, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the various operators of the site reminding them of their obligations and asking 

for a commitment to enforce the agreement,

information as to how their vehicles will be identified

whether their vehicles will be fitted with GPS tracking devices

who in their organization issues of non compliance should be address to.
712.  Youth Council
Cllr Parsons asked for members’ approval for the Clerk to investigate the possibility of the setting up of a Youth Council. It was agreed that a report be brought to the next meeting but members agreed that if the workload of the Clerk would be increased as a result of such a Council the matter may need to be reconsidered.
713.  Members Protocol
a. 
Members considered the use of the chain, chair and gavel at Council meetings in some detail. After some debate it was proposed by Cllr Rose, seconded by Cllr Amphlett that these items be used at the discretion of the Mayor each year.
Cllr Tucker proposed and Cllr K Rowe seconded an amendment that the Mayor wear the chain and use the chair at the Town and Annual meetings.

Upon taking a vote on the amendment it received 7 votes in favour and 6 against. The amendment then became the substantive proposal and upon voting it was RESOLVED that the Mayor wear the chain and use the chair at the Town and Annual meetings.

b.
Members considered a report concerning the appropriate occasion for the 
wearing of insignia, medals and decorations. Cllr Wood noted the difficulty of female 
Mayors in wearing the chain with evening dress and it was agreed to add the words 
“where practical” to this section. With this amendment members agreed the protocol.

714.  Public Transport
Cllr Palfrey advised members that a reply was still awaited concerning the reduction in the service at Pershore railway station. He also noted the lack of progress with the improvement to the station and advised members that there would be a meeting shortly to discuss the matter further.
715.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies
a.
Written reports had been received from the Citizens Advice Bureau and Cllr Wood updated members and advised them that they had recently been awarded a grant of £4,500. The AGM would be held shortly at Elmley Castle Village Hall and all members were welcome to attend.

Cllr Parsons updated his written report and advised members that the swine flu outbreak had now been confirmed as a pandemic and he would be attending a meeting in mid July in his role as Emergency Planning Officer.
Cllr Tucker reminded members of the reed planting on the Avon Meadows wetlands the coming weekend and Cllr Smith reminded members of the Riverside Centre Open Day on the following Saturday.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that Cllr Daniels be the nominated representative of the Town Council on the committee of the Pershore Town Football Club. The Clerk will advise the Football Club accordingly.


716.  Pershore Market Town Manager

After discussion it was agreed to invite the retiring Town Manager to the next meeting of the Town Council for a small presentation as thanks for her work for the town.
717.  Pershore Cemetery Committee

There was nothing to report from this committee and Cllr Parsons advised members that this would not be an agenda item for future meetings as this committee was now a full committee of Pershore Town Council.
718.   County Council Services

It was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the meeting be closed to enable a report to be heard from Cllr L Tucker. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr K Rowe that the meeting reconvene once Cllr Tucker’s report was completed.
719.   District Council Services

a.
Members agreed they have no nominations this year for the Wychavon Building Design Awards.

b.
Cllr Amphlett outlines her concerns regarding the safety of the Avon Meadows wetlands which were a magnet for children and she had heard that an incident had already occurred there. Cllr Parsons reported that a letter from a concerned resident had also been received and that this letter had been widely distributed by the writer, including to the press,
Members felt that the wetlands were an asset to the town but understood concerns over 
safety and Cllr Parsons stated that these concerns had already been brought to the 
attention of the District Council

Cllr Wood advised members that the Market Town Partnership had always appreciated the need to ensure visitors safety and it was generally agreed that there was now some urgency as the school holidays were approaching.

It was agreed that the Clerk write to Wychavon D.C. asking for a water safety audit to be undertaken as a matter of urgency and its recommendations be followed, if possible in time for them to be implemented before the school holidays.

720.   Items for Information.

The Clerk reported that:

a.
A traffic order had been received to rescind the Doctors waiting space in Broad Street and replace it with 2 hours waiting limit, no return within 1 hour as the remainder of Broad Street.

b.
The Worcester Cathedral Strategic Framework 2009 – 2014 was in the members’ room for information

c.
The Campaign to Protect Rural England newsletter for June 2009 was in the members’ room for information

d.
The current benefits of the membership of CALC were, in her opinion, as follows:

· Direct access as a larger Council to NALC

· Free training for the Power of Well Being

· Assistance to try to obtain cheaper insurance

· Clerk’s salary review – impartial – at no fee

· Advice on any aspect of procedure available via email

· Weekly update sheet for Clerk – Clerk no longer has to search for consultation documents

e.
It was the intention of Wychavon D.C. to recommend a procedure for Clerks when notified of a Standards Complaint and Councils would be consulted in due course.

f.
That some work would be taking place over the coming months on Avon Meadows to way mark the Wychavon Way.

g.
That the Football Club intended to hold a charity car boot sale at the club on 2nd August and the Clerk had been assured the necessary health and safety documentation would be provided to her before the event.

h.
A date had been received for a drop in session on the joint core strategy and interested members were asked to contact the office

721.  Items for future agendas

a.
Football Club Lease – to be debated at Management Group in the first instance
b.
Refreshments at Council Meetings (Cllr Amphlett)
c.
Clerk’s gown (Cllr K Rowe
f.
Portfolio responsibilities (Cllr Parsons)

g.
Investors in people and Customer Service Excellence awards (Cllr Parsons)

h.
Use of Holloway as a rat run (Cllr Parsons)

i.
Throckmorton site consultation
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda items 26(legal issues) it was proposed 
by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

722.  Staffing issues

At the request of the Management Group, Cllr Parsons read a statement concerning the behaviour of a fellow councillor and reminded members of their declaration to uphold the Code of Conduct.
723.   Legal Issues

a.
The Clerk updated members on progress with the lease to Wychavon D.C. and it was agreed the Clerk invite Mr Rocky Sharrock to Pershore to discuss the options available to the Town Council.
b.
It was agreed that no decision regarding the Town Hall could be made until a report had been received from the solicitors. It was agreed to hold a Town Council meeting in the light of the report on Friday 26th June at 6.00pm at the Town Hall when a decision would need to be made regarding additional funds being made available.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.

Signed………………………………………………
Date…………………………………………
Chairman

County Council Services
Cllr Tucker advised that the Council was still settling down after the elections. The results had meant that the Liberal Democrats were now leading the opposition and were still making arrangements to undertake this role.

The lines had been put down in Station Road but not where she had asked for and she would be investigating this. She was also waiting for information about how the footway funds were to be spent.

The 20 mph signs had been removed when Cllr Tucker had simply asked for the batteries to be replaced and she was unsure why. She suggested the Town Council may like to consider entering into a partnership to buy some of their own and the Clerk will investigate their cost.

Cllr Tucker reminded members of the consultation on 2nd July regarding the plans for the Throckmorton airfield which she said was not part of the joint core strategy.

Cllr Tucker asked why the various written reports that now formed part of the agenda were not sent out to members of the public and the Clerk will make this an item for the next agenda for members’ decision.
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