16.07.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

16th July 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr C Parsons M.B.E. (Mayor)


Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr T Rose



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Items raised by members of the public.

a.
A local resident attended to complain about the length of time it had taken the office to ascertain ownership of a dangerous footpath in the town. The danger had been reported in March and he was very disappointed that nothing had been done. In the resident’s opinion, this should be something noted by councillors as a matter of course and dealt with accordingly.
Cllr Parsons advised that he was also concerned that it had taken so long but the Town Clerk had initially been advised that the footpath was in the ownership of the County Council and reported it accordingly. Once it had been ascertained that this was not the case it had taken a considerable time to for the true owners to be found. This, it had now been agreed, was Rooftop Housing who had quickly put some fencing in place once they were aware of the danger.
The resident also expressed his concerns over the danger of the High Street block paving which Cllr Parsons reassured him was in the process of being dealt with on an urgent basis following a walk through the town with officers from the County Council.
b.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest.

726.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr K Rowe who was unwell and Cllr Palfrey who would be late.
727.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared a personal interest in agenda item 9, Allotments

728.  Mayors Announcements

The Mayor thanked those who had attended the recent charity coffee morning which had raised over £500. The next event would be a Macmillan Coffee Morning on 25th September and all were welcome.
729.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

There were none.

730.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 18th June 2009 and the 26th June 2009 be signed as a true record of the proceedings with the addition of Cllr D Hughes abstention under minute 709.
731.  Matters of report from the Minutes

The Clerk advised members that a response had been received from Pinvin Parish Council who had no objection to a brown sign at Pinvin Crossroads.

The Clerk advised that, at the request of the security company, the walkway large gate was locked when the Clerk left the building so that pedestrian access only was maintained and no vehicles could be inadvertently locked in the walkway by the security company.
The Clerk advised that a response was awaited from the Rotary Club regarding the provision of a picnic bench on King George’s Field, the Pershore in Bloom baskets were to be removed temporarily to facilitate essential works on Allesborough Hill, the grant for flood defence work had been approved for £5,000 and Wychavon D.C. would be undertaking works on Abbey Park.
The Clerk advised that replies had been received regarding the Norton commingled plant and a meeting had been arranged with Severn Waste. A further report would be brought to the September meeting.

732.  Finance
a.
Members approved the budget comparison to the end of June.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payments list for the month of July be accepted as below. 
	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	303
	947
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500153006
	146.00

	304
	947
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500152996
	437.00

	305
	947
	83
	Wychavon D.C.
	Rates 500007544
	47.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 947
	
	630.00

	306
	948
	86
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	53.13

	307
	948
	83
	Cox'x Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	48.64

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 948
	
	101.77

	308
	949
	83
	Travis Perkins
	Materials for pipe repair
	13.99

	309
	950
	42
	Mrs J Parsons
	Catering for Twinning Visit
	65.00

	310
	951
	83
	OHMS Ltd
	Mower Repairs at cemetery
	218.21

	311
	952
	114
	Pershore Riverside Youth Centr
	Grant
	2,500.00

	312
	953
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	22.61

	313
	954
	97
	Insurance
	WPS Insurance Brokers Ltd
	8,915.14

	314
	955
	69
	Christopher Smart
	Architech Fees
	5,750.00

	315
	956
	69
	Thomson & Bancks
	Legal Fees
	6,501.86

	316
	957
	60
	Newsquest
	Newsletter delivery
	76.19

	317
	958
	65
	SLCC
	Charles Arnold Baker
	55.60

	318
	959
	80
	Wychavon D.C.
	Trade Refuse
	282.90

	319
	960
	60
	Paperstation Ltd
	Stationery
	20.44

	320
	961
	65
	Mr C D Parsons
	computer equipment
	9.98

	321
	961
	40
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mayoral photograph
	5.00

	322
	961
	40
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mileage
	8.62

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 961
	
	23.60

	323
	962
	80
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall cleaning
	275.51

	324
	963
	84
	County Security Ltd
	Town Hall locking up
	76.48

	325
	964
	80
	Rob Dob's Cleaning Services
	Window Cleaning
	247.00

	326
	965
	60
	Veldonn Printers Ltd
	Newsletter printing
	677.00

	327
	966
	87
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing and grounds maint
	356.50

	328
	966
	86
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	Mowing and grounds main
	403.65

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 966
	
	760.15

	329
	967
	83
	n power
	Electricity cemetery
	80.61

	330
	968
	84
	Fixfire Ltd
	Fire alarm maint
	218.50

	331
	969
	85
	W L Brown
	Materials
	51.94

	332
	969
	83
	W L Brown
	Materials
	22.42

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 969
	
	74.36

	333
	970
	86
	Protec Direct Ltd
	Protective Clothing
	16.04

	334
	970
	83
	Protec Direct Ltd
	Protective Clothing
	101.66

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 970
	
	117.70

	335
	971
	89
	Mrs McCreedy
	Allotment rent refund
	5.63

	336
	972
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	30.00

	344
	973
	82
	Salary 7
	Salary
	1,006.53

	345
	974
	82
	Salary 9
	Salary
	305.40

	346
	975
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	141.04

	347
	976
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	767.62

	348
	976
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	207.90

	349
	976
	3
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	-15.40

	350
	976
	4
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	1.98

	351
	976
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	148.80

	352
	976
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	80.20

	353
	976
	82
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	210.27

	354
	976
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Employers NIC
	502.94

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 976
	
	1,904.31

	355
	977
	9
	Worcestershire CC
	Employer Pension Conts
	428.92

	356
	977
	5
	Worcestershire CC
	Employee Pension Conts
	83.90

	357
	977
	82
	Worcestershire CC
	Employee Pension Conts
	76.29

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 977
	
	589.11

	358
	978
	83
	OHMS Ltd
	Mower repairs
	95.97

	359
	979
	83
	Smile Orange
	Embroidery for clothing
	63.79

	360
	979
	85
	Smile Orange
	Embroidery for clothing
	19.64

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 979
	
	83.43

	337
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	2,228.46

	338
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	998.96

	339
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	595.09

	340
	DD
	7
	Salary 4
	Salary
	108.66

	341
	DD
	3
	Salary 5
	Salary
	478.85

	342
	DD
	4
	Salary 6
	Salary
	491.18

	343
	DD
	82
	Salary 8
	Salary
	320.85

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	37,088.09


The Clerk agreed to contact Newsquest again concerning the non delivery of the Newsletter in some copies of the Evesham Journal and the non delivery of the Journal in some areas of the town. 

733.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that no further action be taken with regard to the payment made to Ryanair.
b.
Members considered the proposed programme for the visitors from Bad Neustadt in August. Cllr Wood advised members that the Sunday afternoon and evening entertainment at the Angel could be flexible and it was agreed the Clerk would liaise with Bad Neustadt over the use of their coach for the visit on the Saturday as well as the actual content of the proposed programme. Members were asked to advise the Clerk of their intention to attend the Civic Reception on 29th August.
c.
The possibility of changing the arrangements for twinning was discussed with visits to and from Plouay to be held in 2010 and to and from Bad Neustadt in 2011. It was agreed the Clerk contact the two twin towns to ascertain their feelings on this suggestion.
d.
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the new tourism website be launched as soon as it was complete.

e.
Cllr Tucker raised the possibility of the Council considering a link with a town in Bangladesh as a country who were likely to be greatly affected by climate change. It was agreed this be an item for discussion at the next Twinning and Tourism Committee and it was also noted that the arrangement could be an informal link rather than a formal twinning.

734.  Allotments
Members discussed the proposed flood defences for which planning permission was now being sought. Cllr Parsons regretted that more members had not been to look at the proposals although Cllr Tucker said he felt that most members believed they had already been consulted fully as land owners.  Cllr Tucker went on to say he had asked questions of the Environment Agency concerning a French drain and had been advised that a further survey of the allotment site was to take place to ascertain the feasibility of such a drain.
Cllr Merry advised the meeting that he had a number of questions he wished to put concerning pluvial flooding of Birlingham Close, the overloading of the pumping station and issues relating to the proposals in Bridge Street in the conservation area and to a listed building. As it was not possible for these concerns to be addressed it was agreed that a special Council meeting be held with representatives from the Environment Agency and Wychavon Planning present to answer questions where necessary. This meeting to take place prior to 31st July when the Council’s responses to the planning consultation would be required.
735.  Avon Meadows
The Clerk reported that Wychavon D.C. had tentatively agreed to undertake a water 
safety audit on Avon Meadows once the boardwalk was completed and it was agreed 
they be asked to supply the Council with a copy at the earliest opportunity.
736.  Royal British Legion Three Counties Rally and Jubilee Clock
a.
Cllr Parsons advised members of a number of letters of congratulation had been received following the Royal British Legion Rally and that it had been noted how well presented the Mayor, Mayoress and Clerk had been in their robe and gown.

b.
Members were advised that the possibility of acquiring a gown and mayoral hats had arisen from a Borough Council on the south coast for £100. It was proposed by Cllr Rowe seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to purchase the Clerk’s gown, a bicorn mayor’s hat and a tricorn mayor’s hat for £100.
737.  Management Group
Cllr Palfrey declared a personal interest in this agenda item as he had not been present at the start of the meeting. Members noted the minutes of a recent meeting of the Management Group with the Heritage Centre and were pleased to see progress was being made. A further meeting was planned for September when a report would be brought to Council.
738.  Youth Council
Members accepted the report outlining the suggested way forward in setting up a Youth Council. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Daniels and RESOLVED that such a Council be set up at the earliest opportunity and the Clerk liaise with the Headteacher at the High School.

739.  Policing in Pershore
Members noted with regret that there was currently only one Police Community Support Officer in Pershore. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Inspector Kent requesting that a replacement for PCSO Payne be found as quickly as possible.
740.  Public Transport
a.
Cllr Palfrey outlined the issues at Pershore Station concerning car parking, the replacement of the shelters and the concerns over the reduction in service. A draft letter expressing the Council’s concern over lack of progress with these matters was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the letter to Network Rail be sent as drafted as a joint letter from all parties in the working group to the local Members of Parliament, the Minister of Transport and the Office of the Rail Regulator together with a further letter concerning the reduction in service to be sent to First Great Western.

It was also agreed that a press release be prepared in support of the letter.
b.
Cllr Tucker advised members that it was anticipated a feasibility study would be undertaken to consider a possible bus link to Racecourse Road and through to the railway station. A meeting was anticipated in August and a further report would be brought to the September Council meeting.
741.  Refreshment at Town Council Meetings
Cllr Amphlett asked for members’ consideration of tea and coffee being available at 
Council meetings. It was agreed the Clerk purchase a small burco boiler which would be available along with maxpack tea and coffee for members to help themselves before the meeting but not during the meeting.

742.  West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy
It was agreed that members who wished to comment should call at the Town Hall to read the Regional Spatial Strategy document prior to 14th August when responses were required.

743.  Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies
Cllr Merry reported on a recent meeting of the Council for the Protection of Rural England and in particular concerns about climate change.

Cllr Smith reported on Pershore Riverside Youth Centre and advised that a successful open day had been held recently and £1600 had been received from the Round Table by way of a donation.
Cllr Tucker advised that the Market Town Partnership had two new members, one from the Pershore College and one from the County Association of Local Councils. He also advised that the Avon Meadows project had won an award under the environment heading and a presentation was to be held on 28th July in Ledbury.
744.   County Council Services

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the meeting be closed to enable a report to be heard from Cllr L Tucker. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Grantham that the meeting reconvene once Cllr Tucker’s report was completed.
745.   District Council Services

a.
Cllr M Rowe advised that the draw for Wychavon Sport had been held the previous Monday and a number of teams from Pershore had been entered. The Clerk asked for a list of the teams and a fixture list so that these could be publicised and councillors could have the opportunity to attend and support the teams. Cllr Rowe agreed to endeavour to provide this.
b.
Cllr Tucker advised members of the savings that Wychavon D.C, were having to make and that some redundancies were inevitable. The District Council was aware of the need to protect services and it was hoped to save money by joint working between the various district councils in the County.

746.   Items for Information.

The Clerk advised that:

a.
The Annual Report of the Standards Committee for 2008/09 and the summer edition of the Rooftop Housing Association newsletter were in the members’ room for information.

b.
The Clerk advised that Wychavon D.C. had requested clearance of two watercourses in Station Road and the traffic orders for Walcot Lane were to be implemented with effect from 31st July.

747.  Items for future agendas

a.
Football Club Lease – to be debated at Management Group in the first instance
b.
Portfolio responsibilities (Cllr Parsons)

c.
PACT meetings to be reported quarterly (Cllr Parsons)

d.
Dress Code for meetings (Cllr Parsons)

g.
Investors in people and Customer Service Excellence awards (Cllr Parsons)

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda items 26(legal issues) it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr Daniels and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

748.  Legal Issues
a.
Following a meeting with the National Playing Field Association it was agreed the Clerk arrange a further meeting with Wychavon D.C. regarding the lease of the Leisure Centre.
b.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor, be authorized to agree the contents of the Particulars of Claim regarding the Town Hall, and if they so agree, the Town Clerk be authorized to instruct the solicitors to serve the proceedings with the Claim Form and Particulars of Claim being served week commencing 20th July.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Merry and RESOLVED with two abstentions that the Management Group be delegated to take urgent decisions regarding the matter should it be necessary with full special Council meetings being called if required to consider financial issues.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Signed………………………………………………
Date…………………………………………
Chairman

County Council Services
Cllr Tucker advised that the Regional Spatial Strategy phase three indicated a large number of additional traveller sites would be required in the County and well as other rural issues.

Cllr Tucker also advised that some works on footways would be undertaken this financial year and that she had been asked to identify the 5 worst areas in her constituency. In Pershore she was planning to suggest Avon Road and members were asked to identify whether there were any areas in worse condition that should take priority.

Cllr Tucker advised members that weeds in gutters were the responsibility of the District Council and those in the actual footway were County Council., She asked that the worst areas be reported so that they could be added to her list.

In response to questions from members Cllr Tucker advised that the works to Walcot Ford were now complete 
Cllr Parsons reminded the meeting of his meeting with the County Council and his hopes that the immediate repair work to the block paving would be completed shortly.
.
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