15.01.2009

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

15th January 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr K Rowe (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.



Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr T Rose



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Prayers

Prayers were said by the Rev K Crawford.
Items raised by members of the public.

There were no members of the public present

Cllrs Grantham, Amphlett, Parsons and Smith (Riverside Centre); Cllrs Daniels and Shaw (Number 8), and Cllrs Grantham and Wood (CAB) declared prejudicial interests in agenda item 9 – the budget.

571.  Apologies

There were none.
572.  Declarations of Interest

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 – budget – in view of the Riverside Centre grant.
Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared personal interests in agenda item 10, Allotments.
Cllrs Amphlett, Grantham, Parsons, Smith and Tucker declared a personal interest in agenda item 20 Riverside Centre
573.  Mayors Announcements
The Mayor advised members that he had decided not to stand for office for a second term but hoped to be considered again at some future occasion.

The Mayor noted that he was pleased that the Clerk would be remaining with Pershore Town Council for the foreseeable future.
574.  Matters brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

There were none.

575.  Minutes

It is was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 18th December 2008 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings with the addition of the names of Cllrs Palfrey and Smith who had attended the meeting.
576.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that she was awaiting a detailed response from Ryanair and had written to Wychavon D.C. regarding Street Collection licences and Worcestershire County Council regarding the college bus route.
b.
The Clerk advised she had written to the Pershore Talking Newspaper agreeing to their continued use of the Town Hall free of charge.

577.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee
In accordance with the recommendation from the Amenities and Environment Committee it was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the Council adopt the Transport and Planning Policy and Environmental Protection and Enhancement Strategy.
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Council adopt the recommended and revised Procurement Procedure.

578.  Finance

a.
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget comparison to 31st December be accepted.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of January be accepted.

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	932
	673
	61
	HCI Data Ltd
	Domain Name
	115.00

	933
	674
	42
	First Quench Retailing Ltd
	Wine for Christmas Meeting
	60.22

	934
	675
	60
	Veldonn Printers Ltd
	Newsletter printing
	677.00

	935
	676
	70
	Wychavon District Council
	Trade refuse
	257.60

	936
	677
	60
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Ink cartridges
	81.06

	941
	677
	61
	Mrs A Dobbins
	Telephone
	62.11

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 677
	
	143.17

	937
	678
	207
	L Westcott
	Allotment rent
	3.75

	938
	679
	69
	Acorns Hospice
	Crib collection
	52.92

	939
	680
	70
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall Cleaning
	248.77

	940
	681
	73
	Budget Skips
	PJBC Skip Hire
	166.39

	942
	682
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	32.68

	943
	682
	76
	Opal
	Telephone
	17.46

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 682
	
	50.14

	944
	683
	74
	W L Brown
	Padlock
	8.56

	945
	684
	67
	SLCC
	SLCC Practitioner Conf
	138.00

	946
	685
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	9.03

	947
	686
	41
	K E P Rowe
	Mayors Allowance
	425.00

	948
	687
	70
	Rob Dobs Cleaning Services
	Window Cleaning
	233.00

	949
	688
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	33.50

	950
	689
	211
	Lamps & Tubes
	Christmas Lights
	17,464.47

	958
	690
	73
	Salary 7
	Salary
	987.39

	959
	691
	73
	Salary 9
	Salary
	37.90

	960
	692
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	32.75

	961
	693
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	635.57

	962
	693
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	216.48

	963
	693
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	142.00

	964
	693
	3
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	-23.40

	965
	693
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	59.00

	966
	693
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	215.15

	967
	693
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	420.77

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 693
	
	1,665.57

	968
	694
	9
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employers Pension contbn
	392.23

	969
	694
	5
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employees Pension conts
	83.65

	970
	694
	73
	Worcestershire County Council
	 Employees Pension Contbn
	74.04

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 694
	
	549.92

	
	695
	74
	Protec
	Replacement Cheque)
	3.57

	951
	DD
	1
	Salary 1
	Salary
	1,902.43

	952
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	986.86

	953
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	567.21

	954
	DD
	7
	Salary 4
	Salary
	238.86

	955
	DD
	3
	Salary 5
	Salary
	364.68

	956
	DD
	4
	Salary 6
	Salary
	423.52

	957
	DD
	73
	Salary 8
	Salary
	340.75

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	28,184.36


c.
Members were disappointed to learn that the amount of money that had to be paid by the Plouay guests following their missed flight was considerably more than at first advised. The costs, to take into account the current Euro exchange rate, would now amount to £757. Members agreed that there was no alternative but to reimburse their guests but hoped that in due course some compensation would be paid by Ryanair. Members also asked the Clerk to ask whether their guests had been in a position to make any claim against their travel insurance.

d.
It was agreed that the Clerk be authorized to attend the SLCC Practitioners Conference in February at a cost of £120 and the SLCC Larger Council’s conference in April at a cost of 
£200.
579. 2009/2010 Budget
It was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the budget as proposed by the Finance and Property Committee be approved. The Clerk will advise Wychavon D.C. accordingly.

580.  Allotments

Cllr Tucker reported that he had attended the meeting of the Regional Flood Defence Committee the previous day and Pershore Flood Defences funding had been approved with £88,000 being given in 2009/10 and £400,000 in 2010/2011. 

Details of the scheme had not yet been considered and the Clerk would be shortly meeting with representatives of the Environment Agency to obtain further information. The Clerk advised that any with queries about the proposals had been asked to contact the Town Hall in the first instance rather than the Environment Agency.
581.  Town Hall

a.
Cllr Merry advised that the Clerk had written to Allenbuild advising them that the drain had been incorrectly installed and suggesting that the Council deal with the issue using the remaining funds from the retention. A response was awaited. The Clerk advised that she had spoken to a drainage expert who would be coming to the Town Hall to meet the Management Group to consider the various options available and cost implications.
b.
Cllr Parsons reported that the group looking at proposals for a loop system had now met three different suppliers and the latest had suggested the one the group considered most suitable to fulfill all the Council requirements. Although it was a cordless system, it used infra red rather than radio signals which made it more secure. However he noted that with any system the induction loop would have some security concerns.
This system was costed at approximately £11,500 and a firm quotation was awaited. It would enable a P.A. system to be added as well as a recording system at a later stage. The group had asked for the quotation to include these costs as well as a wired system as a cheaper option.

Cllr G Hughes had attended one of the demonstrations with mixed results. The group felt it important to procure the most suitable system for today’s needs and those of the future. Cllr Parsons advised the meeting that the latest system demonstrated was considerably more than that in the budget set for the work and the group would report to Council at a future meeting once the quotation had been received.
The latest supplier also furnished the group with information regarding the Council’s obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act will be included in the group’s report to Council.
c.
It was agreed that ex Cllr Lancelott could have use of the Town Hall for the celebration of his 100th Birthday in April free of charge.
582.  Planning
Cllr Merry advised members that a detailed response had been sent from the Planning Committee concerning developments at Orchard Farm and the proposal would be put to Wychavon D.C. Development Control Committee in due course. Cllr Merry would be attending the meeting 
to speak on behalf of the Town Council.
583.  Avon Meadows
a.
Cllr Tucker advised members that the working party would be putting signs up in Avon Meadows the following weekend.

b.
Cllr Shaw asked whether members wished to consider suggesting the diversion of footpath 7 to the riverbank to make this the official way around the meadows. It was agreed this be an item for the next agenda and the Clerk will speak to Wychavon D.C. about how this diversion would fit in with the plans for Avon Meadows.
584. Wychavon Games
Cllr K and Cllr M Rowe agreed to attend the AGM of the Wychavon Games and report to the next Council meeting.

585.  Jubilee Clock
Cllr Grantham proposed, Cllr Rose seconded and it was RESOLVED that a vote be taken on which clock to purchase and a further vote be taken on which building it should be sited on.

It was agreed by 12 votes to 3 that the Repton clock with the scrolls be purchased and by 8 votes to 7 that the clock be fixed to the Town Hall.
The Clerk was authorized to instruct the structural surveyor to liaise with the clock manufacturers and undertake a survey of the Town Hall to ascertain its suitability for the clock to be installed.

586.  Code of Practice on Local Authority Publicity
The Clerk advised members that the consultation on this Code of Practice was to ask for suggestions for any changes. Members agreed that they did not feel that any changes to the code were required.

587.  Fair Trade
Nine members expressed an interest in attending the celebration of Pershore’s Fairtrade Town status and the Clerk was authorized to send a letter of congratulations to the group.

588.  Worcestershire County Association of Councils
a.
The Clerk advised members that she had been asked to act as an interim Chairman to help the SLCC relaunch their Worcestershire branch and members agreed that for the relaunch meeting the Town Hall could be made available free of charge.
b.
The Clerk advised members of the proposed criteria for the Council to be given the power to spend under the Power of Well Being. It was noted that they needed
A qualified Clerk

2/3 of members on the Council by election

80% of members to be trained in the use of the Power of Well Being

The Clerk to undertake an additional unit in using the Power of Well Being

The Council to publish a Statement of Community Engagement

The Clerk advised that more details would be forthcoming over the next few weeks and it was agreed in principle that the Council would wish to apply for this power in due course.
589.  Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies

a.
Cllr K Rowe reported on the meeting of the West Mercia Police Authority and noted that the police were now becoming more involved in international policing in view of threats from terrorism.
b.
Cllr Wood advised that representatives of the Citizens Advice Bureau had met with Wychavon D.C. to express their concerns that without additional funding residents with financial problems would have no alternative but to approach Wychavon direct. 
590.  Pershore Riverside Youth Centre

Cllr Smith advised that the main item on their agenda would be the possible extension to the premises to provide showers and additional storage. The Centre was functioning well and the trustees were looking at ways of moving forward.
591.  Pershore Joint Burial Committee
There was nothing to report.

592.  Pershore Market Town Partnership

a.
Cllr Palfrey advised that he had contacted Network rail and hoped that matters would now progress. It had been suggested that the railings and shelters are completed at the same time but so far no time scale had been agreed.
Negotiations regarding the possible land swap were continuing.

b.
Cllr Tucker advised that various projects had been considered by the Market Town Partnership for funding and these would be going forward for approval shortly. The Partnership would be advised at their meeting on 3rd February which projects would receive funding in the coming year.

593.  County Council Services

a.
The Clerk advised that she was still waiting for a decision regarding the position of the street light outside Number 8 and would continue to press for a decision.

b.
The Clerk advised that she had now received a response regarding Walcot Ford which was to be reopened once essential works had been undertaken. The Clerk had written to the County Council asking for some clarification regarding the siting of gabions to prevent vehicles floating downstream and how drivers would be made aware when the ford was in flood. It was hoped to have a response to these issues in time for the next meeting.
c.
Members were advised that a 30mph speed limit would be in force on the B4084 from J7 of the M5 to Pershore for three weeks from 9th February 2009.
The Mayor at this point closed the meeting so that the County Council member, Cllr Liz 
Tucker could report and reopened the meeting at the end of her report.

594.  District Council Services

a.
It was agreed to nominate members of Pershore Brass for the Wychavon Bursary. Cllr Wood advised members that this local group were happy to play at all local events and donated all their profits to charity. The Clerk will advise Wychavon D.C. accordingly.
b.
Cllr Tucker advised members that he had a map showing which properties were exempt from wheelie bins and he understood that the majority of concerns had now been resolved. The Clerk was asked whether the Council were intending to provide a facility for residents to dispose of their old dustbins and to ascertain how residents who wished to appeal against the decision to provide them with wheelie bins could do so, particularly as it was recalled that Cllr Mackison has reassured residents at the recent consultation that no resident would be forced to have a wheelie bin if they had no facility to store it conveniently. 
595.  Items for information

The Clerk advised members that the following documents were in the Members’ Room for information:-

The consultation response to the WCC Waste Core Strategy 

The Wychavon D.C. Business Briefing 

Wychavon Festival of Brass Activities Report for 2008 

The latest CPRE newsletter 

The LANT December Avon Bulletin

West Mercia Police “Your Views Count”

The CPRE response to the Regional Spatial Strategy

596.  Items for future agendas

a.
Opening hours of the Town Hall walkway

b.
Inspector S Brooker to attend the February Council meeting

c.
Sustainable Communities Act

d.
Diversion of the footpath in Avon Meadows

e.
Celebration for ex Cllr Lancelott’s 100th birthday

f.
Car parking charges

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda item 28(legal issues) it was proposed by 
Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” 

597.  Legal Issues

The Clerk advised she was unable to update members at present on progress with the lease to the Leisure Centre
598.  Staffing Issues

The Clerk advised members of various staffing issues.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:22
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………

Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tucker advised members that following a walk through the High Street with officers from County Council Highways, it had been noted that sand was missing from blocks within various manholes. It was suggested this may be due to the road sweeper which has a suction facility and this was being investigated.
Cllr Tucker advised that work had not yet started on Walcot Ford and she had understood that gabions were to be used, partly to identify the line of the road when in flood as due to the curve this was not always apparent. Cllr Tucker agreed to obtain a drawing of the proposals.
Station Road flooding had still taken place although residents had been assured the necessary works had been completed. Cllr Tucker is monitoring the situation.

Cllr Tucker is hoping to obtain some additional signage for Newlands to publicise the 20mph speed limit and noted that the flashing signs in the High Street worked well.

Cllr Tucker is hoping that additional money for footways will be included in the 2009/10 budget and intends to bring the highway scrutiny figures up to date over the coming months.

Cllr Tucker reassured members that despite the press reports, the County Council had long term contracts which ensured that all their recyclable materials were still taken. It was noted that the Hill and Moor waste site now recycles 77% of waste and a pilot scheme to give useable items to charity was underway.
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