10.09.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

10th September 2009
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr C Parsons M.B.E. (Mayor)


Cllr G Amphlett




Cllr J Daniels
Cllr J Grantham M.B.E


Cllr D Hughes


Cllr G B M Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry


Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr T D G Rose



Cllr K E P Rowe



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith


Cllr V Wood
Items raised by members of the public

a.
A presentation was made to Ms Hilary Philpott as thanks for her work as Town Manager for the Pershore Market Town Partnership.

b.
A local resident expressed his wish as Chairman of the Civic Society that the Town Council agree to give £600 in the current financial year for the provision of brown signs at Pinvin crossroads.

c.
There were no declarations of prejudicial interest at this stage.
755.  Apologies

There were none.
756.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared a personal interest in agenda item 10, Allotments

Cllr Wood declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 Brown Signs as a member of the Civic Society
757.  Mayors Announcements

Cllr Parsons congratulated all those connected with the Plum Festival which he said was fast becoming Pershore’s biggest event. He also congratulated members of  Pershore in Bloom for winning a Gold Award which Cllr Wood had presented to the Town Council and announced that in 
addition a discretionary award had been made to the Avon Meadows Wetlands Project.

Cllr Parsons advised members that Lance was currently in hospital and the Clerk was asked 

to send a card from the Council wishing him a speedy recovery. 
758.  Matters brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

There were none
759.  Minutes

It is was proposed by Cllr Rose, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held 16th July 2009, 24th July 2009 and 6th August 2009 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
760.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that a Clerk’s gown and Mayor’s hats had been purchased as agreed.

b.
The Clerk advised that the new Community Youth Council would meet on 22nd September, a new PCSO should be appointed to Pershore towards the end of October and that reports were awaited regarding the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and the flood alleviation plans for Abbey Park.

c.
The Clerk advised that she was still waiting for details of fixture dates for Wychavon Games and Cllr K Rowe agreed to send these to the Clerk as soon as possible.
761.  Finance

a.
The budget comparison to 31st August 2009 was accepted.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED that the payment lists for the months of August and September be accepted.

c.
Members were advised that an unqualified audit had been received from the External Auditor for the accounts to end March 2009 and copies of the relevant correspondence had been circulated.
d.
Members accepted the report on the Council’s investments to end of July 2009 showing another slight improvement in values. The Clerk advised that it was hoped the Investment Managers would attend Council in October or November to give their annual report.
762.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee

a.
Cllr Parsons presented the Council with the Bad Neustadt banner that had been given to the Council at the recent anniversary visit. Cllr Wood said the visit had been very successful and thanked the Clerk and Gabi Groschel from Bad Neustadt for their hard work in coordinating the visit. She congratulated the Bad Neustadt band – the Dead Horse Big Band – who had asked to return to Pershore to play at the Jazz Festival if possible.

b.
After debate it was agreed that future twinning visits would be arranged so that there was a visit to Germany and a visit from France in one year and vice versa the next so that there was an opportunity each year to meet up with each twin town.

c.
Cllr Wood reported that Mrs Baines had resigned from the Committee and it was 
anticipated that a new representative from Pershore Abbey would be nominated shortly. Cllr Wood also advised that it was the Committees recommendation that they revert to quarterly meetings from May 2010 and the Town Council ratified this recommendation.

763.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the quotation for the loop system be part of the budget considerations for the 2010 budget.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the necessary work to the Town Hall roof at a cost of £450 be undertaken this financial year, with the remaining painting being undertaken from any underspend in 2009 budget or an item for the 2010 budget as necessary.

Cllr Parsons advised members that the Clerk had started her initial budget preparations for 2010 and this was already showing a potential increase in the precept of 28%. Members were advised that this was for a number of reasons, which included, no further funds in the salary reserve, the loop system, funds for the allotment roads, the additional costs of the security firm to close the walkway, the railway station mural and essential work to the taps in the cloakrooms. These, together with a probable reduction in dividend income would mean a difficult year ahead.
764.  Allotments

The Clerk advised that no start date had yet been confirmed for work to the flood defences. Cllr Rose advised that the Allotment Association were currently inactive and he was not aware of the date of their next meeting.

765.  Christmas Lights

a.
The Clerk advised that the tree officer had agreed lights could be put back in the trees in Broad Street provided adjustable ties were used and they were inspected annually. The Clerk had ascertained the cost of undertaking this work and the subsequent costs for future years. The Clerk also advised that until she had a firm date for the pollarding of the trees in Broad Street she was unable to confirm that there would be time for the lights to be installed. Members were concerned about the potential cost for future years in the light of the savings required for the 2010 budget. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Daniels, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED with one abstention that the lights be installed in the trees if possible and the Clerk negotiate with the contractors for one set of lights only to be installed on the front of the Town Hall to contribute towards the cost.

b.
After debate it was agreed that the Christmas Lights would be switched on Saturday 28th November at 4.00pm
766.  Brown Signs

Cllr Amphlett stated that she considered the brown signs at Pinvin Crossroads an excellent idea which should bring more people to the town. It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that a contribution of £500 be made from reserves to the Civic Society to enable the signs to be erected this financial year.

767.  Town Hall

a.
Cllr Parsons reported on the difficulties now being faced as the opening hours of the walkway meant that the gates were still open when it was dark. After debate it was agreed that the walkway now be locked at the end of the day when the building was not in use in the evening and locked in the evening when any hirers leave the building. The issue of leaving the walkway open until 10.00pm in the evening to be debated at the April meeting in time for the summer and the lighter nights. The walkway will also be opened for pedestrians at weekends but closed at dusk.

b.
Cllr Parsons explained that the curtain currently in the Function Room meant that the radiator was ineffective and suggested the Clerk be authorized to investigate the cost of moving it to the Council Chamber to cover the cupboard doors. This would have the advantage of additional wall space and a fully functioning radiator. It was agreed the Clerk bring the cost of the proposal to the next Council meeting for debate.

768.  Public Transport

a.
Cllr Palfrey advised that he was not surprised to learn that only one shelter at the railway station was to be replaced nor the difficulties with additional car parking. He was endeavouring to arrange a further meeting with the companies to identify the next stage in the project. He regretted the delay in the letter agreed at the last meeting being sent to the companies and hoped this would be sent shortly.

b.
Cllr Palfrey advised that there was a real possibility that a route for buses to the Co-Op and railway station could now be found and a further report would be brought to the next meeting.
769.  Sustainable Communities Act

The Clerk advised that NALC and the SLCC were encouraging councils to write to their Members of Parliament to request they sign an Early Day Motion to consider an amendment to the Sustainable Communities Act which had, at the last minute, had a clause relating to powers for local communities to take over assets, removed. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED that the Clerk send such a letter to Sir Michael Spicer M.P.
770.  War Memorial

Cllr Parsons reported that there was a move by the Royal Naval Association to erect a new War Memorial in Abbey Park, near to the flag pole by the octagon. Cllr Wood stated that whilst she felt in principle it was a good idea, funds should also be raised for its maintenance. Cllr Parsons advised that it would be the Town Council’s responsibility to maintain any new memorial and agreed funds would need to be found for this. In response to a question from Cllr K Rowe, Cllr Parsons advised that he understood the new memorial would be the one used on Remembrance Day. Cllr Grantham questioned the need for an additional memorial when there was already a perfectly good one in the Abbey which, as it was inside, required minimal maintenance.

After debate it was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Town Council reserve their comment until the views of the Royal British Legion had been sought by the Royal Naval Association and the matter be brought back to a future Council meeting.

771.  Residents Parking

Cllr Parsons advised members that he had received a letter from a resident of Broad Street requesting the Town Council’s support for 15 resident only car parking spaces in Broad Street. Members were reminded that similar requests had been made in the past from residents of Bridge Street, Newlands and Priest Lane. Cllr Wood stated that in the light of the current economic climate, the town could not afford to lose 15 car parking spaces in a major trading area and this amounted to one third of the total car parking available in Broad Street. Cllr Daniels stated that having a two hour maximum stay in this area enabled a good turnover of visitors to the town and losing 15 spaces could result in losing 60 visitors to the town in one day. After debate it was agreed the Town Council did not feel able to support the suggestion and the Clerk will advise the resident accordingly.

772.  Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies

Cllr Grantham reported from Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils that the Chairman had resigned and that progress was being made with grant application support and the local insurance scheme. Cllr Shaw reported for Vale Landscape Heritage Trust that the Trust had purchased additional river meadows at Lower Moor and hosted orchid walks and plum picking for local community groups. Cllr Shaw reported that the  Fair Trade Group had been reconfigured and that one of the early founders had now moved to Worcester. Cllr Smith reported that the Pershore Riverside Youth Centre had run a very successful summer programme as well as hosting a fund raising event by the Chairman of Wychavon D.C. 
In addition Cllr Daniels reported she had recently attended a meeting of Pershore Town Football Club who were continuing to expand their youth section and Cllr Wood reported on a recent meeting of the Pershore Market Town Partnership confirmed that £30,000 would be available for the Partnership for the next financial year. The Market Town Manager would be leaving her post shortly and it was anticipated a replacement would be advertised at 25 hours a week in the next few weeks.

Cllr Parsons advised that the Clerk had received alert from the Pershore Riverside Centre concerning an extension to the property. Cllrs Amphlett., Grantham, Parsons and Smith declared interests in the agenda item and Cllr Wood took the chair.

Cllr Merry stated he felt it was commendable that the youth facilities were being so well used that an extension was required and that the proposal was in the right area and he would hope to see a formal application being put forward in due course.

It was proposed by Cllr Shaw seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the Council have no objection in principle to the proposed extension subject to planning permission being sought and there being no cost incurred by the Town Council. The Clerk will advise the Centre accordingly.

773.  County Council Services

a.
Cllr Parsons advised members that he had received news of a proposed move of the library from the centre of the town to the Civic Centre. He was most concerned that such a well used facility would now be on the outskirts of the town and the implications that would have for users. After debate it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Worcestershire County Council expressing their grave concerns at the proposal and requesting the County Council reconsider the proposal.

b.
The Clerk presented a summary of responses from various users of the Envirosort facility at Norton and Cllr Merry thanked her for obtaining the responses required. Cllr Merry also 
advised members that he had asked the Clerk to pursue a problem with some waste 
disposal vehicles using the B4084 and the Clerk advised she had received an 
acknowledgement of her letter but not explanation as yet.

The Mayor at this point closed the meeting so that the County Council member Cllr Liz Tucker could report and reopened the meeting at the end of her report.

Cllr Amphlett brought various matters to the attention of Cllr Tucker concerning the Peopleton turn on the A44.

774.  District Council Services

a.
The Clerk asked members for their response to a consultation of taxi and gambling licenses. The main change in the taxi licences was to the size of cars being able to be used as taxis to be reduced to enable smaller and more environmentally cars being able to be licenced. It was agreed that members felt this was an appropriate move. There were no major changes to the gambling licenses.

b.
Members noted the review of the Gypsy and Traveller recommendations but as there were currently no issues in Pershore Town it was felt no response was required at this stage.

775.  Items for information

a.
The Clerk advised that the following items were in the members’ room for information:



Community First – summer edition



Worcestershire County Council WoW magazine – summer edition



Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (Natural World) – summer edition



Avon Navigation Trust – summer edition



Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership



Fieldwork (CPRE) – September edition



Plouay newsletter – June edition



Pershore High School – July edition



Cotswold and Malvern Line News – summer/autumn edition



The Annual Report of the Friends of Pershore Abbey 

b.
Members were advised that the next PACT meeting would take place on Thursday 29th October at 7.00pm and a Voluntary and Community group network meeting was to be held on 23rd September at the Pershore Volunteer Centre at 4.30pm. 

776.  Items for future agendas

a.
Football Club Lease

b.
Dress Code (Cllr Parsons)

c.
Portfolio responsibilities (Cllr Parsons)

d.
Investors in People and Customer Service Excellence Awards (Cllr 
Parsons

CONFIDENTIAL

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda items 3(legal issues) it was proposed by 
Cllr Grantham seconded by Cllr Rose and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended 
by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item 23 Legal issues and confidential information as given to the Council under terms which forbid its disclosure ie: Agenda item 24 – Emergency Planning

777.  Legal Issues

a.
Cllr Parsons advised members of progress with negotiations regarding the lease to Wychavon D.C. of the Leisure Centre land.  After debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED with 6 abstentions that the Town Council would not wish to pursue the current suggestion but that the Clerk arrange a meeting with the National Playing Field Association, the Town and District Council 

b.
The Clerk advised members that a meeting had been arranged on 11th September concerning the Town Hall. It was agreed the Clerk be delegated to follow any advice that was given at that meeting unless financial issues were involved in which case a further Council meeting would need to be called.

c.
The Clerk advised members of proposals received from a local developer who wished to meet with the Town Council. After discussion it was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr M Rowe that no action be taken at this stage. An amendment was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Shaw that it be suggested the developer to hold a public meeting at a venue other than the Town Hall for any interested party to attend. Upon voting the amendment was carried by 9 votes to 2 and upon making the amendment the substantive motion, the resolution was carried unanimously.

The Clerk advised members that the District Council had asked for their opinion of putting forward the field adjacent to the cemetery and owned by the Town Council but currently outside the development plan area as a possible housing site. This would put no obligation on the Town Council for the site to be so used. It was proposed by Cllr Shaw and seconded by Cllr K Rowe that the site was too close to Tiddesley Wood a SSSI. An amendment was proposed by Cllr Amphlett and seconded by Cllr Wood that the District Council be permitted to put the land forward for consideration. Upon voting the amendment was carried by 8 votes to 4 with 2 abstentions.

778.  Emergency Planning

Cllr Parsons as Emergency Planning Officer reported on recent meetings with the County Council regarding emergency planning and advised members that the Town Council’s Business Continuity Plan had been prepared in draft form.

Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………
County Council Services

Cllr Tucker felt it was shocking that decisions had been taken over the future location of the library without entering into a proper consultation. She advised that the Council could present a petition to the County Council and present it at a full Council meeting as well as making a special appointment to meet someone. She also suggested the press be advised and would liaise with the Town Clerk about the best way forward.

Cllr Tucker advised that the Highways Department had purchased a few vehicle activated signs and were offering each County Concillor 1 month’s use of a sign, twice a year. Cllr Tucker had 5 areas she wished to place one of these signs and one of these would be Newlands.

Cllr Tucker advised that she was still waiting to see the judges draft report relating to the Station Road Day Care  Centre and the final version was due to be published in October.  She was aware that the parents of the clients of the Centre were being called in for a briefing shortly.

The Highways Scrutiny Review would be going to cabinet on 17th September and its main findings were the communication difficulties and insufficient inspection of jobs once work had been completed.

The speed limit review of the A44 had been completed and agreed there be no charges.

The Envirosort facility will come into full use in April 2010.
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