18.12.2008

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

18th December 2008
Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr K Rowe (Mayor)



Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr J Daniels



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.



Cllr D Hughes



Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E.


Cllr P Merry



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood

Prayers

Prayers were said by the Rev K Crawford, including mention of the recent death of Mr Ray Steadman.
Items raised by members of the public.

At this point Cllrs Tucker, Grantham and Wood proposed a vote of thanks to the Town Clerk and thanked her for her hard work during the year. Cllr Daniels presented the Clerk with a bouquet of flowers and a card from members showing their appreciation.

543.  Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Rose as he was unwell.
544.  Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Merry, Palfrey, Rowe and Smith declared personal interests in agenda item 13 Pershore Talking Newspaper.
Cllrs Parsons declared a personal interest in agenda item 9, Allotments and item 12 Health and Safety report.
Cllrs Amphlett, Grantham, Parsons, Smith and Tucker declared a personal interest in agenda item 20 Riverside Centre
545.  Mayors Announcements
The Mayor advised members of the recent death of ex Councillor Steadman and of the 

funeral arrangements.
546.  Matters brought to members attention by the Town Clerk

The Clerk advised members that she had sent a letter of condolence to the family of Mr Steadman and Cllr Daniels advised that family flowers only were requested with donations to St Richard’s Hospice or other relevant cancer charity.
547.  Minutes

It is was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 20th November 2008 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
548.  Matters of Report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that she had written to Ryanair and a response was awaited, the Council’s website had been launched and the work to St Andrews Gardens completed.
b.
The Clerk advised she had entered into the guarantee with Pensham Community Trust for the Pensham telephone box and had responded to the Bye law and County Council leadership consultations as agreed.

c.
Cllr Parsons advised that the working party looking into the loop system had met and visited the County Council as well as having a demonstration from a supplier. There were various drawbacks to any system particularly the background noise of the heating and air handling systems.

A detailed report will be presented to the Amenities and Environment Committee at its next meeting for a recommendation to Council in January. It was anticipated that all the work could be completed within the budget figure.

549.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee

There were none.

550.  Finance

a.
The budget comparison to 30th November 2008 was accepted.

b.
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett, seconded by Cllr B Hughes and RESOLVED that the payment list for the month of December be accepted.

	Vchr.
	Cheq.
	Cde.
	Name
	Description
	Amount

	837
	637
	70
	Wychavon District Council
	Rates  52225191
	416.00

	838
	637
	73
	Wychavon District Council
	Rates 50078191
	18.00

	839
	637
	70
	Wychavon District Council
	Rates  522252X1
	139.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 637
	
	573.00

	840
	638
	77
	Newsquest (Mids South) Ltd
	Internet fee
	117.50

	841
	639
	74
	Paca Systems
	Non slip coating
	29.53

	842
	640
	210
	Mill Lane Nurseries
	Bed Planting
	1,829.78

	843
	641
	204
	Mayfair Fire Protection
	 Fire Extinguisher service
	189.08

	844
	641
	73
	Mayfair Fire Protection
	 Fire Extinguisher service
	29.14

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 641
	
	218.22

	845
	642
	70
	British Gas
	Gas
	278.62

	846
	642
	70
	British Gas
	Electricity
	830.62

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 642
	
	1,109.24

	847
	643
	40
	Mr Robert Speight
	Town Crier costume hire
	41.13

	848
	644
	61
	Borwell Limited
	Additional web page
	235.00

	849
	645
	204
	Mercia Radiotelephones Ltd
	Radio telephones
	69.00

	850
	646
	40
	Richard Booth
	Mileage
	20.00

	851
	647
	40
	Mr A Preece
	Mileage
	20.00

	852
	648
	40
	Mr Terry Rose
	Mileage
	20.00

	853
	649
	40
	Mrs V Wood
	Mileage
	20.00

	854
	650
	204
	AAID Cleaning
	Town Hall Cleaning
	273.86

	855
	651
	73
	npower
	Electricity PJBC
	91.10

	856
	652
	74
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	St Andrews Gardens
	1,492.26

	857
	652
	207
	Limebridge Rural Services Ltd
	planings for car park
	564.00

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 652
	
	2,056.26

	858
	653
	43
	Mrs V Wood
	Mileage
	15.52

	859
	654
	61
	Opal
	Telephone
	44.85

	860
	654
	76
	Opal
	Telephone
	17.26

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 654
	
	62.11

	861
	655
	73
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	24.48

	862
	655
	206
	Coxs Cars Ltd
	Fuel
	61.73

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 655
	
	86.21

	863
	656
	60
	West Mercia Supplies
	Stationery
	42.85

	864
	657
	81
	Wychavon District Council
	Travel Tokens
	775.50

	865
	658
	205
	W L Brown
	Tools
	25.39

	866
	659
	211
	Mill Lane Nurseries
	Christmas Trees
	55.20

	867
	660
	205
	CPC
	Tools and H & S req.
	238.61

	868
	661
	60
	Post Office Ltd
	Postages
	92.50

	869
	662
	62
	Petty Cash
	Petty Cash
	90.00

	877
	663
	73
	Salary 7
	Salary
	1,156.13

	878
	664
	73
	Salary 9
	Salary
	252.40

	879
	665
	8
	Casual Labour
	Salary
	78.78

	880
	666
	1
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	785.81

	881
	666
	5
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	285.42

	882
	666
	3
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	-6.15

	883
	666
	4
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	6.49

	884
	666
	6
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	168.80

	885
	666
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	85.61

	886
	666
	73
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NIC
	286.09

	887
	666
	2
	Inland Revenue
	Employers NI
	585.77

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 666
	
	2,197.84

	888
	667
	9
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employers Pension contbn
	462.73

	889
	667
	5
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employees Pension Conts
	99.67

	890
	667
	73
	Worcestershire County Council
	Employees Pension Conts
	78.59

	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No. 667
	
	640.99

	891
	668
	69
	Wychavon District Council
	Lotteries Licence
	20.00

	892
	669
	204
	Peak Safety Systems
	Health & Safety Audit
	888.96

	893
	670
	60
	Konica Minolta
	Photocopying
	54.05

	894
	671
	40
	Mrs J Parsons
	Catering
	120.00

	895
	672
	43
	Mr C D Parsons
	Mileage
	26.72

	870
	DD
	1
	Salary
	Salary
	2,237.55

	871
	DD
	5
	Salary 2
	Salary
	1,148.30

	872
	DD
	6
	Salary 3
	Salary
	676.09

	873
	DD
	3
	Salary 4
	Salary
	475.97

	874
	DD
	4
	Salary 5
	Salary
	505.98

	875
	DD
	7
	Salary 6
	Salary
	284.55

	876
	DD
	73
	Salary 8
	Salary
	419.44

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	19,391.26


551.  Allotments

Members considered the flood defence proposals as presented by the Environment Agency. Two routes through the allotment site had been proposed and members felt that the one nearest the gardens of the houses in Nogains would be preferable. Cllr Merry stated that whilst the scheme as presented was a little confusing, it was important for the Environment Agency to be advised that the Council approve the scheme in principle and would look forward to discussing the final route in due course.
It was therefore agreed that the Clerk write to the Regional Flood Defence Committee in support of the proposals.

552.  Town Hall

a.
The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from William McMorran with plans, advising the drain in the walkway had been incorrectly installed. She also advised that a letter had been received from Allenbuild asking for final settlement. Both these items would be discussed by the Management Group in early January and a report be brought to Council at its next meeting.
553.  Avon Meadows

Cllr Tucker reported that nearly all construction work had been completed despite the bad weather and the Friends of Avon Meadows would be putting signs up in January with reeds being planted in April. A formal opening is anticipated in July.

554.  Health and Safety Report
Cllr Parsons reported that the various recommendations in the report were being undertaken and a great deal had been done very quickly. All statutory signs were now in place and he was anticipating arranging some fire safety training for staff and hirers of the building in the New Year.
555.  Pershore Talking Newspaper
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the Talking Newspaper continue to be permitted to use the office on the second floor of the Town Hall.

556.  Jubilee Clock
The clerk confirmed that a replacement clock could be purchased and installed within the funds received from the insurance company. It was agreed that the options be a matter for debate at the next Amenities and Environment Committee with a recommendation being put to Council in due course.
557.  Council Meetings
The Clerk presented two options regarding having a break from Council meetings in March and August and it was agreed that there be no Council meeting in March or August but that the April and September meetings be brought forward by one week. The Clerk will produce a revised meetings list for the next Council and post one on the noticeboard for information. It was agreed that if the proposal did not work for 2009, it would be reconsidered for 2010.

558.  Street Collections
It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett that the list presented by Wychavon D.C. with the addition of Pershore carnival be accepted with the proviso that the Leicestershire charity be supporting children in Pershore before this organisation’s application be supported. The Clerk will write to Wychavon D.C. accordingly.
559.  West Mercia Police
Cllr K Rowe agreed to attend the meeting of West Mercia police on 13th January and the Clerk will advise the organization accordingly.

560.  Worcestershire County Association of Councils

Cllr Grantham advised that there had been no meeting recently.

561.  Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies

There were none.

562.  Pershore Riverside Youth Centre

Cllr Smith advised that there had been no meeting in December but that thanks to a grant they were now able to provide transport to the centre for youngsters from Drakes Broughton with other villages being involved in the New Year.

Cllr Parsons advised that up to 30 youngsters now meet every other Monday and if any members would like to go down they would see a well used and good asset for the town.
563.  Pershore Joint Burial Committee
The Clerk advised that the testing of memorials was currently being undertaken and ten had been identified as in need of work in one plot. She had been able to only trace the owners of one of these memorials and if this pattern continued, the Council would find they needed to make provisions in the budget for a number of repairs over the coming year. More details would be provided in due course, including costs.
564.  Pershore Market Town Partnership

Cllr Palfrey advised that progress with the railway station enhancements had been very 
slow and there were still some issues outstanding which the committee was working hard 
to resolve.  Cllr Wood advised that it was hoped that the new shelters and railings would be 
installed 
relatively soon.
565.  West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy

Cllr Rowe advised members that he would be attending the preliminary meeting on 27th January in Wolverhampton and any other member who was intending to attend should advise the Clerk accordingly.
566.  County Council Services

a.
The Clerk advised that she was still in correspondence regarding the street light outside Number 8 and hoped to have a final decision regarding the Walcot Ford shortly.

b.
Cllr Shaw reported that he and Cllr Palfrey had attended the Pershore Area Transport Forum meeting which was proving to be very useful as contracts are due for renewal so giving the opportunity to make some improvements to services. Cllr Shaw also noted that there were some problems with the college bus recently and the Clerk will write to the County Council accordingly
c.
It was agreed that members had no objections to the proposals for a taxi rank at Pershore Station and the Clerk will write accordingly.
The Mayor at this point closed the meeting so that the County Council member, Cllr Liz Tucker could report and reopened the meeting at the end of her report.

567.  District Council Services

a.
Members were advised of proposals to remove a hedge at the Bowling Club and that three further landowners had been asked to clear ditches in Defford Road.
b.
It was agreed to defer nominations for the Wychavon Bursary until the January meeting.

568.  Items for information

a.
The Clerk advised members that the Marches Archaeology report had been received; the Pershore Volunteer Centre Update and the CPRE Newsletter were all in the members’ room for information.

569.  Items for future agendas

a.
Opening hours of the Town Hall walkway

b.
Inspector S Brooker to attend the February Council meeting

c.
Sustainable Communities Act

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda item 28(legal issues) it was proposed by 
Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of  the business to be transacted” 

570.  Legal Issues

a.
The Clerk advised members that the insurance claim had now been settled.

b.
It was agreed in line with Council policy, not to support the application for hardship relief and the Clerk will write accordingly.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:35
Signed…………………………….

Chairman






Date……………………

Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tucker advised members that she hoped the system of managing footways at the County Council would be reviewed with the possibility of a three year plan being put forward. She hoped to have further information in due course.
In response to a question from Cllr Amphlett, Cllr Tucker advised that the Station Road Care Centre was still operating and the judicial review was awaited. She would speak to the relevant officer and report back when she had more detailed information.
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