Report from the Town Mayor
Last year’s Mayor Cllr Val Wood reported that we had seen some of the worst weather ever in July 2007, and that the road works early in 2008, had meant that we felt we had been knocked from pillar to post .

Therefore I had asked for a year of conciliation, so we could move back on track, I hope we all feel that we have gone some way to fulfilling this.

This year I have asked the Chairmen of the Committees of Pershore Town Council to contribute to this report and their comments are below.

The Amenities and Environment Committee Chairman, Cllr David Shaw, reports that the committee has had full agenda’s in recent months.  Discussing, debating and making recommendations to Council on many diverse topics, including enhancements to the railway station and St Andrews  gardens among others. Discussion of the Transition Towns Project has seen the formation of an Environmental working group, who have overseen an energy audit of the Town Hall, reviewed and renewed the Councils policies on the environment, transport and planning.

Flooding issues, allotments, public transport requirements, climate change, diversion of the Wychavon way, and aspects of the Avon Meadows Wetlands  project, have also been in the committee’s remit

Thanks to David and the committee for their efforts. I think the Transition Towns initiative is wonderful and hope it will take off.  Also the wet lands have a wonderful potential for Pershore to be a centre for this type of activity and bring many visitors to our town.

The Finance and Property Committee Chairman, Cllr Charles Tucker reports that the committee are pleased that they have had another successful year, finishing within budget, and with a low precept increase.  

There was no money in Icelandic Banks, thank goodness, but we have been hit by the recession, never the less, just like other councils.  We rely on our investment income to help keep the precept down and fortunately this has stood up well, although the value of the fund has fallen. It is likely that investment income will fall this year, so we will need to take great care in 2009/2010 to keep within our budget.

We gave substantial grants to 21 local bodies and organisations during the year, including large grants to the Citizens Advice Bureau, Number 8, and The Riverside Centre.

We look forward to the construction of the flood barrier.  The Town Clerk is working with the Environment Agency to minimise the impact on the allotment tenants, but the gain will be worth the pain.

Thanks to Charles and the Finance & Property committee for their efforts in keeping the finances on track, while giving so many organisations in Pershore a helping hand.  It would be wrong of me if I did not mention here the sterling  work the Town Clerk and staff do in watching over our finances.

The Planning Committee Chairman, Cllr Peter Merry reports that the Planning Committee diligently carried out its role as consultees to the Local Planning Authority to provide comments on development proposals and their impact on the town.  This has included new developments together with commenting upon Central Government housing policy which requires local authorities to formulate strategies to meet  demanding targets in coming years.

The Committee is also seeking to encourage the District Council to more strongly enforce the conditions imposed for consents. Currently the LPA has stated it is under resourced to monitor these developments.

Thanks to Peter and the planning committee for the dedication they put in.

The Joint Burial Committee, with Drakes Broughton, Wadborough, and Pirton ceased to exist from the 1st April and is now Pershore Cemetery Committee with our colleagues of many years withdrawing from the joint agreement.

This thankfully has made little difference to us, but we do miss their input.  However we are carrying on as normal.  This year has seen a slight reduction in burials, which in turn reduces our income and the Council finances are used whenever there is a shortfall. Our efforts for the new cemetery are still continuing and more details will be forthcoming over the next year.

Thank you to my colleagues on the committees both for the work  on the old cemetery and for their support on the new cemetery.

The Tourism and Twinning Committee, chaired by Val Wood is made up of both councillors and members of the public but is very much  part of the future of Pershore. Val tells us that the year for Tourism and Twinning has been a busy one with all the events being very successful and attracting many visitors to Pershore.  There was a visit to Bad Neustadt in June and a visit from Plouay in October, both of which re-established the ties between us although caused a falling out with Ryanair.

Pershore High School has been very successful in its collaboration with both towns, and now has a full contingent for the frequent exchanges which can only bode well for the future education of our children and is one of the most important facets of twinning.

Thanks to Val and the committee for the hard work they put in to so many events; they do not just sit and debate what should be done, but they can be seen actively taking part.

Much has happened in Pershore over the last twelve months.  The town clock came down, and has been replaced.  Pershore was awarded the status of a “Fair Trade Town”, thanks to all who made it happen, the shops, schools,  Churches, offices and tea and coffee shops.

We have been fortunate in being awarded flood defences around the southern side of Pershore and we here at the Town Hall have had a number of exhibitions to show people what is being constructed.  We are trying hard as a council to make the transition for our allotment holders as easy as possible, as they are being affected.

If you have not taken the opportunity to see the work done at the Meadows below Cherry Orchard please do so.  A large wetland has been developed, which in years to come will be very important to Pershore.

On King George’s Field I was privileged to be party to the planting of three young Elm trees, which are resistant to Dutch Elm Disease. I look forward to them becoming established over the next ten years, so that people in the future will see that we cared.

Sadly Pershore lost two special people during the last twelve months, who I would like to make reference to.  First to Ray Steadman, one of the back bones of Nº 8, who along with others left a wonderful legacy in Nº 8, and John Smith (Mr Pershore). He had given Pershore much of his life, and we shall be eternally grateful to him.

A new season of activities starts on Spring Bank Holiday Monday with the Annual Carnival, after which there seems to be something every weekend as the Mayoress and I found out to our pleasure last year.  Please do not miss the opportunity to be part of your town. We are recovering, and we will consolidate our position as one of the most beautiful places in England.

Cllr Ken Rowe

Mayor of Pershore 2008/2009

Councillor Activities:-
During the year, as well as attending Council meetings and making decisions, councillors have also represented the Council on a number of outside bodies. These include:-

Citizens Advice Bureau

Pershore & District Voluntary Help Centre

Pershore Town Football Club

Emergency Planning

Council for the Protection of Rural England
Vale Heritage Landscape Trust

Public Transport Group

Market Town Partnership

Allotment Association

Riverside Youth Centre

Pershore Fair Trade Group

Reports from each of the Council representatives on these groups was given at the Town Meeting on 23rd April 2009 and are available for residents on request.

WHAT THE COUNCIL DOES
The Town Council owns and manages:-

· Riverside land at King Georges Field and Avon Meadows

· Grassed play area at Cherry Orchard

· Allotments in Defford Road

· Pershore Cemetery

· Town Hall and walkway

· White Railings (leased to L.A.N.T.)

The Town Council controls and manages:-

· St Andrews Gardens
The Town Council provides:-

· Street lighting in residential areas

· Bus Shelters

· Town Clock – now on the Town Hall
· Benches and litter bins

· Flower tubs and hanging baskets

· Christmas lights

· Grants to local organisations including helping to fund Pershore Carnival, Pershore Plum Fayre, Pershore Jazz Festival and Pershore Art and Photography Show
· Grants, reviewed annually, to Number 8 Community Arts Centre and Riverside Youth Centre

· Free accommodation and a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau, again reviewed annually
· Rooms in the Town Hall for hire to local groups in the town

· Exchanges, through the Twinning and Tourism Committee, to our twin towns

· Funds the Visitor Information Centre

· Leases the land for the Riverside Youth Centre 
· Leases the land for the Leisure Centre 

· Provides free accommodation for the Heritage Centre

Town Council Finances

Please see below charts showing how the Council has spent your money during the year to 31st March 2009. If you would like more detailed information, or a set of the accounts, please contact the Town Clerk after the end of May.
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Council and Committee meetings for the year 2009 – 2010
Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street. 

May   21st            Planning Committee

          21st            Town Council

June  3rd              Cemetery Committee

          4th              Planning Committee

          4th              Finance & Property Committee

          18th            Planning Committee

          18th            Town Council

July   2nd              Planning Committee

          2nd             Amenities & Environment

          6th              Tourism & Twinning Committee

          16th            Planning Committee

          16th            Town Council

Aug   5th             Cemetery Committee

          6th             Planning Committee

          6th             Finance & Property Committee

Sept   3rd            Planning Committee

           3rd           Amenities & Environment

           7th           Tourism & Twinning Committee

           10th         Planning Committee 

           10th         Town Council

Oct    1st            Planning Committee

          1st            Finance & Property Committee

          7th            Cemetery Committee

          15th          Planning Committee

          15th          Town Council

Nov   5th             Planning Committee

          5th          
  Amenities & Environment Committee
          9th          
  Tourism & Twinning Committee

         19th         
  Planning Committee

         19th         
  Town Council

Dec   2nd          
  Cemetery Committee

          3rd          
  Planning Committee

          3rd          
  Finance & Property Committee

          17th        
  Planning Committee

          17th        
  Town Council

2010

Jan
7th 

  Planning Committee


7th 

  Amenities & Environment Committee


11th 

  Tourism & Twinning Committee


21st 

  Planning Committee


21st 

  Town Council
Feb 
3rd 

  Cemetery Committee

4th 

  Planning Committee


4th 

  Finance & Property Committee


18th 

  Planning Committee


18th 

  Town Council
Mar
4th 

  Planning Committee

4th 

  Amenities & Environment Committee


8th

  Tourism & Twinning Committee

April
1st 

  Planning Committee


1st 

  Finance & Property Committee


7th 

  Cemetery Committee


8th 

  Planning Committee


8th 

  Town Council


22nd 

  Town Meeting

May
6th 

  Planning Committee

6th              Amenities and Environment Committee


10th 

  Tourism and Twinning Committee


13th 

  Annual Meeting


20th 

  Planning Committee


20th 

  Town Council

Please note that members of the public are invited and welcome to attend all council and committee meetings and there is an opportunity to speak at the start of each meeting.

If you would like to ask a specific question at a Town Council meeting please give this to the Town Clerk one week before the meeting so that it may be given time for debate by members as part of the agenda if necessary. This formality is not necessary for Committee meetings when members of the public may address the Council but no debate is permitted.
Planning meetings will commence at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated, all other meetings will commence at 7:30 p.m.
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL                                 

Mrs G Amphlett, 15 Hurst Road, Pershore WR10 1NX                     

Mrs J Daniels, 7 Masons Ryde, Pershore, WR10 1JG                             

J T Grantham, M.B.E., 17 Acorn Grove, Pershore WR10 1PQ
D Hughes, The Almonry, 1, Newlands, Pershore WR10 1BW            

Mrs G B M Hughes M.B.E., 30 Nogains, Pershore WR10 1HY 
P.J. Merry, 14, Hudson Close, Pershore, WR10 1QL
J. Palfrey, 4, Mill Lane Close, Pershore WR10 1PP 
C. Parsons M.B.E., 13, Allesborough Drive, Pershore WR10 1JH
T D G Rose, 35, Loughmill Road, Pershore, WR10 1QB 

K E P Rowe, 5, Spion Kop, Pinvin, Pershore WR10 1JU
Mrs M Rowe, 5, Spion Kop, Pinvin, Pershore, WR10 1JU
D M Shaw, 173 Farleigh Road, Pershore WR10 1JU                                

C W Smith, Avonbank Farm, Church Street, Wyre Piddle, Pershore WR10 2JD

C G J Tucker, 10 Throckmorton, Pershore WR10 2JX                              

Mrs V Wood, 20 Bridge Street, Pershore WR10 1AT                                      

Of the above councillors, Cllr Palfrey was elected at a bye election in April 2008 and will serve for three years, the remaining members were all elected for a term of 4 years on 3rd May 2007. 
All members may be contacted through the Town Hall on the numbers or email address listed below.
Published by Pershore Town Council, Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore
Tel: 01386 561561, Fax 01386 561996 email townclerk@pershore-tc.gov.uk
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