Report from the Town Mayor

2008 has been a momentous year with the never to be forgotten floods in July and the attendant collapse of the road resulting in the Cropthorne Canyon as it became known.

The floods devastated over 140 homes with some residents still not back in occupation and the road from Cropthorne not fully opened until December.  This combined with road works on the A44 meant that Pershore was feeling very isolated from its close friends and neighbours in Evesham and villages.  On the plus side this resulted in a strong community feeling and everyone pulling together and the staff and members of this Town Council are to be thanked for their efforts during the flooding crisis when many people were cared for during that weekend in the Town Hall,  and even more being looked after at the Civic Centre.

January of course, saw the beginning of the roadworks which finished at the end of April with the town ready to welcome everyone back once most of the cones, barriers and lights had been taken away.

Pershore in Bloom was unable to show the judges what work had been done last summer because of the floods and so was awarded a silver gilt medal on the contents of the portfolio put together by the committee and this Council must be thanked for its efforts in supplying floral displays throughout the town.

Pershore Town Council was awarded Quality Town Status which was achieved through hard work by members of the committee but mostly through the efforts of our Town Clerk Ann Dobbins who has also now got the Pershore Newsletter organized with the help of funding from West Mercia Police.  This is a very informative booklet enabling the Town Council to keep residents up to date on a regular basis.

It is hoped that Christmas will bring a display of lights across the High Street as well as the ones in Broad Street and St. Andrews Garden; the railings by the bridge which were damaged in the flood have been restored, as has the picnic furniture in King Georges Field and the Bridge Picnic site.  The Leisure Centre, the Football Club and the Riverside Centre have been refurbished and are now up and running.  Avon Meadows will continue to be restored this year although all the access gates have already been replaced.

This Council has now taken over the management of the cemetery and plans are in hand to extend this into the adjoining field which was purchased some years ago. The necessary ecological survey has been completed and an Environment Agency risk assessment is due shortly. Providing all these are in line with expectations, an archaeological dig will be required prior to planning permission being applied for.
Stronger links have been made with local authorities and community groups and it is good to see more councillors participating, especially when it comes to making comments on the government's demands for the future allocation of housing in Wychavon. 
Sadly Cllr Ray Steadman retired from Council due to ill health, nevertheless, we congratulate him on being awarded the MBE for his services to Number 8, and  welcome Julian Palfrey who was recently elected to take Ray's place.

Carnival on Spring Bank Holiday Monday will be the start of the summer events and hopefully, the start of the tourist season with the Art and Photo Show in July, Jazz Festival and Plum Festival in August and Wychavon Festival of Brass in September.   Many thanks are due to all the volunteers who assist with running the many events, societies and clubs that make Pershore such a special place in which to live, work and play.  Let us look forward to a year of recovery and stability for everyone.
Cllr Val Wood, Town Mayor
Councillor Activities:-
During the year, as well as attending Council meetings and making decisions, councillors have also represented the Council on a number of outside bodies. These include:-

Citizens Advice Bureau

Pershore & District Voluntary Help Centre

Pershore Town Football Club

Police Community Consultative Group

Emergency Planning

Council for the Protection of Rural England
Vale Heritage Landscape Trust

Public Transport Group

Market Town Partnership

Allotment Association

Riverside Youth Centre

Pershore & Drakes Broughton Joint Burial Committee

Reports from each of the Council representatives on these groups was given at the Town Meeting on 24th April 2008 and are available for residents on request.

WHAT THE COUNCIL DOES
The Town Council owns and manages:-

· Riverside land at King Georges Field and Avon Meadows

· Grassed play area at Cherry Orchard

· Allotments in Defford Road

· Town Hall and walkway

· White Railings (leased to L.A.N.T.)

The Town Council controls and manages:-

· St Andrews Gardens
· Pershore Cemetery as lead partner in the Joint Burial Committee

The Town Council provides:-

· Street lighting in residential areas

· Bus Shelters

· Town Clock

· Benches and litter bins

· Flower tubs and hanging baskets

· Christmas lighting

· Grants to local organisations including helping to fund Pershore Carnival, Pershore Plum Fayre and Pershore Jazz Festival

· Grants, reviewed annually, to Number 8 Community Arts Centre and Riverside Youth Centre

· Free accommodation and a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau

· Rooms in the Town Hall for hire to local groups in the town

· Exchanges, through the Twinning and Tourism Committee, to our twin towns

· And funds the Visitor Information Centre

· The land for the Riverside Youth Centre 
· The land for the Leisure Centre 

· Free accommodation for the Heritage Centre

Town Council Finances

Please see below charts showing how the Council has spent your money during the year to 31st March 2008. If you would like more detailed information, or a set of the accounts, please contact the Town Clerk after the end of May.
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Floral 

Displays, 

£3,395.00, 1%

Information 

Centre, 

£1,713.00, 1%

Miscellaneous, 

£3,133.00, 1%

Cemetery, 

£36,626.00, 

13%

Other Rents, 

£2,405.00, 1%

Investment 

Income, 

£67,701.00, 

24%

Precept, 

£137,110.00, 

50%

Newsletter, 

£1,940.00, 1%

Grants, 

£8,675.00, 3%

Hire of Town 

Hall, 

£10,333.00, 

4%

Allotment 

Rents, 

£3,698.00, 1%
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Grants, 

£14,074.00, 6%

Christmas 

Lights, 

£21,804.00, 9%

Civic Expenses, 

£4,958.00, 2%

Administration, 

£14,977.00, 6%

Floral Displays, 

£10,291.00, 4%

Cemetery, 

£29,235.00, 12%

Tourism, 

£4,238.00, 2%

Staff Costs, 

£70,878.00, 30%

Running Costs, 

£69,285.00, 29%


Council and Committee meetings for the year 2008 - 2009
Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street. (Joint Burial Committee at Cemetery Chapel)

May
1st

Amenities and Environment Committee


1st

Planning Committee


8th

Annual Meeting


15th

Planning Committee


15th

Town Council

June
4th 

Joint Burial Committee


5th

Planning Committee


5th 

Finance & Property Committee


19th 

Planning Committee


19th

Town Council

July
3rd

Planning Committee


3rd

Amenities and Environment Committee


7th

Tourism & Twinning Committee


17th

Planning Committee


17th

Town Council

Aug
6th 

Joint Burial Committee


7th

Planning Committee


7th

Finance & Property Committee


21st

Planning Committee


21st

Town Council

Sep
4th

Planning Committee


4th

Amenities and Environment Committee

8th

Tourism & Twinning Committee

18th

Planning Committee


18th

Town Council

Oct
1st

Joint Burial Committee


2nd

Planning Committee


2nd

Finance & Property Committee


16th

Planning Committee


16th

Town Council

         30th
          Pershore Forum

Nov
6th

Planning Committee


6th

Amenities and Environment Committee

10th

Tourism & Twinning Committee

20th

Planning Committee


20th

Town Council

Dec
3rd

Joint Burial Committee


4th

Planning Committee


4th

Finance & Property Committee


18th

Planning Committee


18th

Town Council
Jan
 tbc

Planning Committee

Amenities and Environment Committee


5th  

Tourism & Twinning Committee


15th 

Planning Committee


15th 

Town Council

Feb
4th

Joint Burial Committee

5th

Planning Committee


5th

Finance & Property Committee


19th 

Planning Committee


19th 

Town Council

Mar
5th

Planning Committee


5th

Amenities and Environment Committee


9th

Tourism & Twinning Committee


19th 

Planning Committee


19th

Full Council

Apr
1st

Joint Burial Committee

2nd

Planning Committee

2nd

Finance & Property Committee

16th

Planning Committee

16th

Town Council

23rd

Town Meeting


Please note that members of the public are invited and welcome to attend all council and committee meetings and there is an opportunity to speak at the start of each meeting.
If you would like to ask a specific question at a Town Council meeting please give this to the Town Clerk one week before the meeting so that it may be given time for debate by members as part of the agenda if necessary. This formality is not necessary for Committee meetings when members of the public may address the Council but no debate is permitted.
Planning meetings will commence at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated, all other meetings will commence at 7:30 p.m.
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL                                 

Mrs G Amphlett, 15 Hurst Road, Pershore WR10 1NX                     

Mrs J Daniels, 7 Masons Ryde, Pershore, WR10 1JG                             

J T Grantham, M.B.E., 17 Acorn Grove, Pershore WR10 1PQ
D Hughes, The Almonry, 1, Newlands, Pershore WR10 1BW            

Mrs G B M Hughes M.B.E., 30 Nogains, Pershore WR10 1HY 
P.J. Merry, 14, Hudson Close, Pershore, WR10 1QL
J. Palfrey, 4, Mill Lane Close, Pershore WR10 1PP 
C. Parsons M.B.E., 13, Allesborough Drive, Pershore WR10 1JH
T D G Rose, 35, Loughmill Road, Pershore, WR10 1QB 

K E P Rowe, 5, Spion Kop, Pinvin, Pershore WR10 1JU
Mrs M Rowe, 5, Spion Kop, Pinvin, Pershore, WR10 1JU
D M Shaw, 173 Farleigh Road, Pershore WR10 1JU                                

C W Smith, Avonbank Farm, Church Street, Wyre Piddle, Pershore WR10 2JD

C G J Tucker, 10 Throckmorton, Pershore WR10 2JX                              

Mrs V Wood, 20 Bridge Street, Pershore WR10 1AT                                      

Of the above councillors, Cllr Palfrey was elected at a bye election in April 2008 and will serve for three years, the remaining members were all elected for a term of 4 years on 3rd May 2007. 
All members may be contacted through the Town Hall on the numbers or email address listed below.
Published by Pershore Town Council, Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore
Tel: 01386 561561, Fax 01386 561996 email townclerk@pershore-tc.gov.uk
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