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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

17th February 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore on Thursday 17th February 2011 commencing at 9.30am
Present: -
Cllr P Merry (Chairman)



Cllr J Grantham MBE



Cllr D Hughes



Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr D Shaw


Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public
There were none
238.  Apologies

Cllr K Rowe’s and Cllr M Rowe’s apologies were accepted as they were unwell. 
239. Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Grantham reminded members of his ‘dual Membership’ of the Town Council and the District Council, the statutory planning authority and as a result he would reserve his position on planning applications until the full facts were available to him in the report to the Planning Authority. 
Cllr Grantham declared a non-prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 5 – Planning Application W/10/02977/PN – Riverside Youth Centre, King George’s Way, Pershore WR10 1QU inasmuch as he was one of the Centre’s Trustees.  It was noted by the Committee that the Town Council was the Landowner of the site.    
240.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr C Parsons MBE, seconded by Cllr D Shaw and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2011 be signed as a true copy of the proceedings.

241.  Matters arising from the Minutes

[See also Minute No 245 below – Bloor Homes]
The Chairman confirmed that, with regard to Planning Application W/10/03052/LUE – Orchard Farm, Defford Road, the information from Wychavon District Council was still awaited, namely the posting of additional information onto the District Council’s website that had not been made available to the Town Council, and the final objectives for this site.  

The Committee noted that there had also been no response to the two items listed in ‘Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting on 20 January’, 

· the District Council’s response regarding the guttering at 94 Newlands; and
· English Heritage’s response regarding advertising in the Conservation Area.  Cllr Shaw advised that there was some previous correspondence giving details of the Officer at English Heritage who could be contacted directly to assist in this matter.   

242.  Planning Applications
W/11/00024/PP
127 Farleigh Road, Pershore WR10 1JY
Single storey extension to provide disabled facilities and ground floor W.C.
The Chairman advised that although the application was solely as stated above, the plans showed that the garden area within the curtilage of the application site now included what once had been the grass verge in Fulbert Road.  The plans also referred to a wall that had now been demolished.  The Chairman had discussed these aspects of the application with the Case Officer at Wychavon District Council.    

Decision:-

No objection.  However, Wychavon District Council was requested to note that the planning application did not include change of use of the extended garden area fronting Fulbert Road (shown in the plans), which was now bounded by a hedge and which was formerly designated as public open space.  The District Council was also requested to note that the wall had been demolished and hedge planting installed.   

W/10/02977/PN
[Cllr J T Grantham MBE had declared a non-prejudicial interest in this item]
Riverside Youth Centre, King George’s Way, Pershore WR10 1QU

New extension and external deck

The Committee noted that the Environment Agency did not comment upon applications that were classed as minor development (less than 250m2).   

Individual Members raised concerns as follows:
· location of the disabled toilets away from the fire escape;
· width requirements of the access, specifically at the ‘pinch-point’ on the new vehicular access partway along the southern boundary, for emergency vehicles;

· possible storage of canoes under the building, and whether these would be relocated in sufficient time in the event of a flood warning to enable safe flow of water;

· removal of three trees, the Heritage Section at Wychavon District Council having referred to this matter since these partially masked the Leisure Centre on view from the river.  It was noted that the majority of the trees would be retained, and the new extension would act as the partial mask in lieu of the missing trees.

Cllr Grantham MBE, by way of clarification upon the use of the void area beneath the building, advised that the canoes were intended to be stored within the building, and that grilles would be used to block off this area to prevent its use by vagrants.

Decision:-


No objection but request that the following concerns be addressed: 

· the ‘pinch-point’ on the new vehicular access partway along the southern boundary of the site and whether it would be capable of accommodating emergency vehicles attending incidents in the river, and 
· the storage of canoes and other equipment in the void below the building. 
In addition, the Town Council supports the views of the Heritage Section regarding the removal of the three trees.  
W/11/00025/PN

Angel Hotel, 9, High Street, Pershore WR10 1AF
Creation of courtyard area

The Committee considered that the site would benefit from this proposal but there were concerns upon the tree clearance and access onto King George Lane.  Cllr Grantham MBE referred to the somewhat ‘piecemeal’ approach to development proposals at the Hotel.   
Decision:-


No objection. 

243.  Approvals and Refusals
The Chairman reported on recent approvals and refusals.

244. Items for future agenda

Trees in Conservation Areas

45 High Street – Improvements
St Margaret’s House

Severn Trent Water – Adequacy of Water Supply in the Town

Millers Arms – Extension of Licensing Hours to 2.30am.  Cllr Grantham suggested that in view of individual Councillors’ concerns, these be drawn to the attention of the Chairman of Wychavon District Council’s Licensing Committee, with the request that the Town Council be advised upon this matter.  [NB the Town Council is not a statutory consultee on licensing applications]
245.  Items for information

The Chairman reported upon discussions with Mr J Edwards, Senior Planner South, upon the Bloor Home applications as follows:  
W/10/00438/PN (162 homes)
This application was refused and an Appeal was lodged.  The Appeal date was set but in the meantime the Section 106 Agreement had been signed in relation to application W/10/02127 (132 homes).  [See below].  Hunter Page (on behalf of Bloor Homes) had written to the Appeal Inspector on 14th February 2011 to withdraw the Appeal.   Formal confirmation of this was awaited from the Planning Inspectorate. The Hunter Page letter was available to view on the District Council’s web-site.

 

W/10/02127/PN (132 homes)
This application had been approved and the Section 106 Agreement had been signed.  The Approval Notice had been issued.  Copies of these documents were available on the District Council’s web-site.  The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to the obligation to provide homes other than straightforward "market homes" to be written into covenants involving the current landowner and comprised as follows:

 

28 Affordable rented units

 

12 Shared ownership housing units

 

13 Low cost market housing units. The covenant for these was to stipulate that these be for sale to qualifying purchasers at 75% of market value.

 

The Chairman advised that he had been referred to David Hammond for information on progress in meeting other conditions such as drainage and road junction modifications.  Mr Hammond had confirmed that there was nothing to report at the moment but that he was happy to respond to email requests for updates at future meetings.
The Committee noted that the phased development included certain highways and drainage matters to be completed prior to occupation of the first dwelling. 
246.  Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Planning Committee was scheduled for Thursday 3 March 2011 at 6.45pm, prior to the meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.47am.  
Signed………………………………………………        Date ………………………….

Chairman
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