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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

19th May 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore on Thursday 28th April 2011 commencing at 6.15pm
Present: -
Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr D Shaw


Cllr R Speight



Cllr D Watt

Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public
There were none
001.  Election of Chairman

Cllr Parsons was nominated by Cllr Grantham and seconded by Cllr Speight as Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.

Cllr Shaw was nominated by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Watt as Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.

Following discussion, Cllr Shaw stated that he would like to undertake the role and Cllr Parsons therefore withdrew.

Cllr Shaw was therefore declared Chairman of the Planning Committee for the ensuing year.

002.  Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Parsons was nominated by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Grantham and unanimously declared Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee for the ensuing year.
003.  Apologies

There were none
004. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Wood advised members of her ‘dual Membership’ of the Town Council and the 
District Council, the statutory planning authority and as a result she would reserve 
her position on planning applications until the full facts were available to her in the 
report to the Planning Authority.
Cllr Wood declared a personal interest in the planning application for Pennyrope as she knew the owner.

Cllr Wood also advised that following planning training she would be a reserve member of the planning committee at the District Council

Cllr Grantham declared a personal interest in the Allesborough Farm planning application as he believed that he knew the owner of the land well.

005.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 21st April 2011 and 28th April 2011 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
006.  Matters arising from the Minutes

The Clerk advised that she had still not received a report from Highways concerning the missing drainpipe at 94 Newlands and would continue to chase this.
007.  Planning Applications
W/11/00700/OU
Pennyrope, Defford Road, Pershore
Removal of agricultural occupancy condition attached to approval W/83/0321

Decision:-
Objection. As admitted in the application, the applicant has not fully complied with planning policy COM9 and members would hope to see the property marketed as per this policy prior to any application to remove the agricultural condition being approved.
W/11/00752/OU
Land at Allesborough Farm, Allesborough Hill, Pershore
Outline application for 45 dwellings including affordable housing and open space
Decision:-
Objection. Members were concerned the proposal was skyline development and would restrict views into and out of the landscape against planning policy ENV1 and as noted in the District Council’s landscape officer’s report.
Members also believed the proposal is against planning policy GD1 which states that new development should be accommodated within the built up area of the town and within defined development boundaries. Land adjacent to the development boundary to only be considered at Evesham and “no case for urban extension at the small town of Pershore”.

Members also noted the lack of a flood risk assessment submitted with the proposal.

W/11/00973/PP
19, Cherry Orchard, Pershore
Extension and alterations to form garage and a kitchen/dining room with WC

Decision:-
No objection but members would point out the WC leading immediately 
off the kitchen which it is believed is against current building regulations.
008.  Tree Works
Cllr Shaw asked the Clerk to continue to monitor the weekly lists and notify members of any works taking place in Pershore. Additional an article regarding trees in the conservation area to be submitted for the summer Town Council newsletter.

009.  Acquisition of land into garden curtiledge

Members were concerned that the recent planning approval may have set a precedent of gardens encroaching onto open space on Abbey Park where such space was part of the landscape design and of value to the area. It was agreed the Clerk write to the District Council explaining how the open nature of the Abbey Estate was valued and asking the District Council to take this into account should future applications be submitted.

The Clerk was asked to make the same point to Rooftop Housing and arrange a meeting with the Housing Association once the new council was in place.

010.  Fascia on property known as Jo Joes

Cllr Wood advised that the new fascias on the property in High Street was not in keeping with the conservation area and the Clerk will report this to the District Council

011.  Approvals and Refusals
The Chairman reported on recent approvals and refusals
012. Items for future agenda

Monitoring of planning conditions on Three Springs Road Developments – the Clerk will bring an item for information to the next meeting to update members
013.  Items for information

a.
Members noted the recent issues with the District Council putting personal information on their web site and recalled that this had been raised by the Town Council with the District Council some time ago. The Clerk will write again to the District Council and ask for assurances that the planning web site is now also monitored for personal information.
b.
The Clerk advised that an enforcement officer was investigating whether buildings recently erected at Orchard Farm, Defford Road were in accordance with planning permissions.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.00
Signed………………………………………………        Date ………………………….

Chairman
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