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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

16th June 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore on Thursday 16th June 2011 commencing at 6.45pm
Present: -
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)

Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr R Speight


Cllr D Watt



Cllr V Wood

Items referred by members of the public
A number of residents of Cherry Orchard attended the meeting and explained their concerns about the proposed development of the garage area to the rear of Redlands. The access to the site was, in their opinion inadequate; there was no turning area for vehicles nor sufficient car parking space for residents. The proposed properties were also very tall and as the ground was already higher than their properties there would be considerable overlooking.
Residents also brought issues relating to contaminated ground as a result of the previous gas holders being sited in the vicinity to the attention of the Town Council.

022.  Apologies

There were none
022. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Wood advised members of her ‘dual Membership’ of the Town Council and the District Council, the statutory planning authority and as a result she would reserve her position on planning applications until the full facts were available to her in the report to the Planning Authority.
023.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Watt, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2011 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
024.  Matters arising from the Minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that the resident of 94 Newlands had been contacted by Highways in March 2011 following a complaint from the Town Council in January concerning their 
missing drainpipe. The County Council were to contact the householder again and 

the Clerk hoped to be able to bring a further report to the next meeting.
b.
The Clerk advised that Wychavon D C had advised that each request to acquire open space into garden curtilage on the Abbey Estate was considered on its merits and that Rooftop Housing had agreed to meet the Town Council and this issue would be one of the items on the agenda for that meeting.
c.
The Clerk advised that an inspection report was still awaited from the District Council regarding the fascia of the property previously known as Jo Joes.

d.
The Clerk had a received a further response from the District Council regarding private information on the planning web site and the District Council had advised that they redacted telephone numbers and signatures but not names and addresses. The Town Council were asked to bring any issues to the attention of the District Council when they occurred.
025.  Planning Applications
W/11/01000/OU
Car park at rear of Redlands, Pershore
Construction of 5 no 1 and 2 bedroom dwellings on a site to the rear of Redlands currently occupied by car parking garages.
Decision:-
Objection
The vehicular access to the site is inadequate and there is no turning area

The style and height of the proposed dwellings is out of keeping with the area and would dominate neighbouring properties
The size of the properties does not meet the standards set in the Lifetime Homes standards as laid down in the Wychavon D C Residential Design Guide.
Members would wish to advise that it may be appropriate for a contaminated land assessment to be carried as the land is adjacent to the area previous occupied by gas holders

W/11/01010/PN
Unit 1 to 12 Aintree Road, Pershore
New 2 storey office extension

Decision:-
No Objection but some concerns over loss of car parking spaces

W/11/00849/LB
133, High Street, Pershore
Installation of external ventilation grills to the side elevation of the property to provide fresh air and extract systems for compliance with health technical memorandum
Decision:-
No objection 
W/11/00763/PN
122, High Street, Pershore
Proposed conservatory at rear of building
Decision:-
No Objection provided neighbours have no objection

026.  Relaxation of Planning Rules

Members considered the consultation document on the relaxation of planning rules to enable easier change of use from B1 (business) to C3 (dwelling house) to help to alleviate the lack of available land for housing. It was agreed members had no objection in [principle but that they would read the document if possible by 20th June so that an appropriate response to the consultation could be forwarded.

027.  Shopfront design guide

Members considered correspondence from the District Council concerning a proposed new shopfront design guide and it was agreed the Clerk would forward information received from the Georgian Society concerning the town’s High Street and also items from the Conservation Area Appraisal to assist the District Council in the preparation of the guide.
028.  Use of I T at meetings

Members considered the use of I T at meetings as trialled at the May meeting. It was agreed the Clerk write to the District Council, advise them that the Planning Committee has trialled the use of the equipment but that if the District Council were planning to impose the use of I T at meetings by not supplying plans on paper, the question be asked as to whether the District Council would be providing the necessary equipment to enable this to be undertaken.
029.  Approvals and Refusals
The Chairman reported on recent approvals and refusals
030. Items for future agenda

a.
Conditions on Three Springs Road development
b.
Landscape Character assessment – Clerk to send web link to members
c.
SHLAA

d.
Planning implications of Localism Bill – Community Right to Build
031.  Items for information

a.
The Clerk advised that an enforcement notice has been served regarding buildings recently erected at Orchard Farm, Defford Road and a planning application needs to be submitted within the next 28 days. There were also issues with a new track and a ditch that had been filled in that were also being investigated.

b.
The Clerk advised members that the wall at 82, Bridge Street was going to be considered by Wychavon D C at their meeting the following week and members agreed no member of the Town Council would attend and the Town Council’s views, that a fence would be preferred above the flood wall, be put by Cllr Wood
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.30
Signed………………………………………………        Date ………………………….

Chairman
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