15.01.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 15th January 2009
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore on Thursday 15th January 2009 commencing at 6.45pm
Present: -
Cllr P Merry (Chairman)



Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.



Cllr D Hughes



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr K Rowe

Cllr M Rowe

Cllr D Shaw 
Cllr V Wood

Items referred by members of the public
There were none
359.  Apologies

There were none
360. Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Grantham reminded members of his ‘dual Membership’ of the Town Council and the District Council, the statutory planning authority
361.  Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Shaw seconded by Cllr M Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 18th December 2008 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.

362.  Matters of report from the minutes
There were none
363.  Planning Applications
W/08/03157/CU
Units 4 to 7 Central Building King George’s Way, Pershore
Change of use from the present A1 use to D1 use (small veterinary practice)
Decision: -
No objection

W/08/03232/LB

5-7, High Street, Pershore
Extend second floor office area from No 5 into second floor office of No 7 and blocking up access to this area of the second floor within No 7 from the first floor of No 7.
Decision: -
No objection

W/08/03221/LB

5-7 High Street, Pershore

Internal alterations (retrospective)

Decision:-
No objection
W/08/03222/PN

Plot 21, Kempton Road, Pershore

Proposed light industrial building incorporating 9 business units

Decision: -
No objection but members would appreciate colour of building being in keeping with its rural aspect.

W/08/03280/CU and W/08/03295/LB

12, Bridge Street, Pershore

Change of use from shop to self contained flat and

Change of use from shop to self contained flat and associated alternations to the building.

Decision: -
No objection in principle but please note mention of demolition is inadequately explained in the application and there appear to be no arrangements for storage of refuse.
364.  Orchard Farm

Cllr Merry advised members that the application number 03154/PN currently being considered would be debated by the Development Control Committee at Wychavon. It was agreed that Cllr Merry attend the meeting and speak on behalf of the Town Council as Chairman of the Planning Committee.

He also advised that Wychavon D.C. had been asked to speak to the developer and ask that he advise them of his long term plans for the site. Wychavon had felt unable to do this but had suggested that the Town Council may like to invite the developer to a meeting with the same purpose. Members felt that on balance this was not a course of action they wished to pursue at this stage.

Cllr Grantham advised the meeting that he had spoken to the Managing Director of Wychavon D.C. had confirmed that the developer has never been given permission to move his Hinton on the Green business to Pershore as he has stated in the design and access statement for this proposal.
Cllr Merry advised members that the proposal had been amended slightly in that it 
now read “proposed extension to warehouse and packing area”. Members did not 
feel they needed to comment on this amendment and the Clerk will advise Wychavon 
D.C. accordingly.

365. Enforcement Issues
Cllr Grantham advised that the issue of the two extensions on the warehouse at Orchard Farm had been discussed by the Development Control Committee at their previous meeting. The committee had visited the site although there had been some concern among members that the applicant had accompanied them around the farm and that they had been refused access to some areas of the building.
Cllr Grantham had also lodged a complaint to the Managing Director of Wychavon D.C. that there was no consistency in the allocation of plans for the property and that at least three different planning officers had dealt with applications for the site over the past 2 years.

Cllr Grantham had spoken at the meeting and supported enforcement action being taken to prevent the intensification of the development on the site and to raise concerns about the proximity of the cemetery, a listed site, and the noise problems so close to the cemetery and the war graves.

He advised that the committee had also considered the large polytunnel on the site over which there had been concerns about its portability.

The Committee had agreed to monitor the site closely for the next six months, particularly the polytunnel and review the situation again at that time.

The Clerk was asked to ascertain from the planning officer the date for the current proposal to be put before the Development Control Committee and advise members accordingly.

366.  Recent Approvals and Refusals

The Chairman reported on recent approvals and refusals. 
367.  Items for future agenda
Windfarms policy.

368.  Items for Information
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19:28
Signed…………………………………………..  Date ……………………………
Chairman
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