F & P 06.08.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE

6th August 2009
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and Property Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore.

Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-



Cllr J Daniels

Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes 


Cllr P Merry (non member)



Cllr J Palfrey (non member)



Cllr C D Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith (in the Chair)


Cllr V Wood

 Items referred by members of the public

Mr Michael Amies attended the meeting and reported on plans for a mural on the side of the Tarmac building at Pershore Station. A budget of £20,000 had been set for the project and a grant applied for from the Arts Council whose response was awaited. He asked the Council to consider a contribution to the project of £2,000 and members felt this should be included in the wish list for the 2010 budget for initial debate at the next Finance & property Committee meeting.
Mr Andrew Clasen attended the meeting to ask members to consider £500 towards two brown signs at Pinvin crossroads and it was agreed this be an item for debate at the next Council meeting in September.
There were no other members of the public present.
162.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs K Rowe, M Rowe and C Tucker who were away.
163. Declarations of Interest

There were none
164. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 4th June 2009 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
165. Matters of report from the minutes

The Clerk advised that  the agreed virements had been made, new insurance providers had been found within budget and, in response to a question from Cllr Shaw confirmed that it was the Clerk’s understanding that the Council would be consulted on any flood defence works on Abbey Park.
166.  Budget Comparison
The Clerk presented a comparison of budget income and expenditure to actual to the end of July. In response to a question from Cllr Parsons it was agreed the Clerk approach West Mercia Police for an additional contribution to the newsletter as the project was intended to be a joint venture.
167.  Investments
Members noted the current valuation of their investments to the end of June and that there had been a further small recovery in value.
168.  Current Contracts
a.
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Shaw and RESOLVED that the mechanical services plant maintenance contract be renewed at an increase in cost of £3.6%.

b.
The Clerk advised that to date two quotations had been received from cleaning contractors and more were expected. It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the decision be delegated to the Clerk to obtain the best value for effective cleaning. It was also agreed the contract be renewed on an initial three month trial basis.
169.  Town Hall
a.
Cllr Parsons reported on the latest quotations received for a loop system for the Town Hall and advised that the basic cost to include a Public Address system and 16 microphones was £10,100. Cllr Wood recommended that this item be deferred until the issue of the acoustics of the room had been resolved. It was agreed that the Public Address part of the system could be deferred.
Cllr Daniels asked whether 8 microphones would be sufficient and Cllr Parsons advised that this reduction, together with the deferred Public Address system would bring the cost down to £6,951.

It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hughes and RESOLVED that it be recommended to Council that the loop system with 8 microphones at a cost of £6,951 be part of the initial budget considerations by the Finance and Property Committee at its October meeting.

b.
The Clerk advised that the hardwood on the lantern roof was in need of varnishing and that when inspecting the roof it had become apparent that 10 slates also needed replacing. It was agreed that it be recommended to Council that this work be undertaken at a cost of £450, funds being taken from reserves if necessary.

c.
The Clerk advised that five further windows on the north and west sides of the
Town Hall were in need of painting and that this work could be delayed until the Spring. It was agreed it be recommended to Council that the work be undertaken at a cost of £700 and funds be taken from any underspend there may be for 2009 or, if necessary from the new 2010 budget.

170.  Budget 2010/11
The Clerk confirmed that updated prices were being sought for various contracts and these would be brought to the committee in time for the budget debate.

Members had no items they wished to include in the budget as a “wish list” at this stage and members generally felt that it was likely cuts would need to be made for the coming financial year.

171.  Christmas Lights
The Clerk presented three options for members’ consideration for lights in Broad Street. If the Wychavon D.C. tree officer agrees with the use of the proposed flexible tie, new lights would need to be purchased and installed in the trees at a cost of £3,000. Additionally, the ties would need to be loosened annually to prevent damage to the trees. As the tree officer was currently on annual leave, the Clerk had been unable to ascertain whether she would permit such a system.

Option two was to have no lights in the trees but to install garlands on the lamp posts in Broad Street. Members felt that if option 1 was not possible then option 2 would have to be agreed although Cllr Wood stated that she did not think the lights would be visible as the lamp posts were, in many cases, obscured by the trees.

After debate it was proposed by Cllr Grantham and seconded by Cllr Parsons that Option 2, lights on the lamp posts in Broad Street be accepted. An amendment was then proposed by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Shaw that the Clerk ascertain the views of the tree officer and get up to date prices for replacing and installing the lights in the trees and the matter be an item for debate at full Council in September.
Upon putting the amendment to the vote there were 5 votes in favour and 2 against. The amendment was then put as the substantive motion and it was RESOLVED by 5 votes to 2 that the Clerk ascertain the views of the tree officer and get up to date prices for replacing and installing the lights in the trees and the matter be an item for debate at full Council in September.

172.  Items for future agenda

Budget
173.  Items for Information

There were none.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.40
Signed…………………………… 
Chairman 
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