F & P 04.06.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE

4th June 2009
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and Property Committee of Pershore Town Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore.

Commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:-
Cllr C Tucker (Chairman)


Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.


Cllr D Hughes 


Cllr P Merry (non member)



Cllr C D Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr K Rowe


Cllr D Shaw


Cllr C Smith



Cllr V Wood

 Items referred by members of the public

There were none.
147.  Apologies
Apologies were accepted from Cllr M Rowe who had a prior engagement
148.  Appointment of Committee Chairman

Cllr Tucker was nominated by Cllr K Rowe, and seconded by Cllr Wood. There being no further nomination, Cllr Tucker was duly elected Chairman of the committee for the ensuing year.

149.  Appointment of Committee Vice Chairman

Cllr Smith was nominated by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Grantham. There being no further nominations, Cllr Smith was duly elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.
150. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Parsons declared a personal interest in agenda item 10, allotments

151. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 2nd April 2009 be signed as a true record of the proceedings with the change in minute 141 from the word “grand” to “grant”
152. Matters of report from the minutes

The Clerk advised that she was still trying to obtain a better interest rate for the Council on its savings account.

153.  Budget Comparison
The Clerk presented a comparison of budget income and expenditure to actual and it was agreed to recommend to Council that virements be made from superannuation and caretaker budget heads to Clerk’s salary to ensure this item remained within budget.
Cllr Shaw asked the Clerk to send him a copy of the more details budget comparison for the cemetery.

The Clerk advised members of her difficulty in obtaining insurance with the Council’s current providers at a cost within budget and it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr K Rowe and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to obtain the best value insurance with a reputable provider within the budget of £9,000.

154.  Investments
Members noted the current valuation of their investments to the end of April and that there had been a small recovery in value
155.  Christmas Lights
The Clerk presented a report on the costs of installing lights in the trees in Broad Street on the assumption they would need to be removed annually. Whilst this could be achieved this financial year, the additional cost would mean increases in the budget for 2010 and 2011. Members were concerned that they should not be seen to be overspending. The possibility of putting additional garlands on lamp posts was discussed as was the feasibility of leaving the lights in the trees with the type of tie that would expand as the trees grew.
It was agreed this be a matter for further debate at the next meeting and the Clerk will investigate these possibilities.
156.  Allotments
Members considered the Environment Agency’s options for the width of the track along the back of the Nogains properties once the flood defences have been built. The options were a 3 metres strip or a 1.5 metres strip although members noted that the original plan had been for 1 metre.

After debate it was agreed re request the Environment Agency to create either a 1 metre track, graveled with a weed suppressing membrane or a 3 metre track, metalled and capable of taking the weight of an ambulance. Whichever choice is made, access to be suitably maintained. The Clerk will advise the Environment Agency accordingly.
157.  Flood Grant
It was noted that other agencies were also looking at the feasibility of preventing pluvial flooding of St Andrews Road and Farleigh Road and a meeting had been suggested between them and interested members of the Town Council. Cllrs Tucker, K Rowe, Shaw and Wood all agreed to meet with the County Council and Severn Trent and the Clerk will arrange such a meeting prior to 22nd June as requested by the County Council and bring a report to the next meeting.
158.  Armed Forces Day

The Clerk advised that the cost of a lacquered brass plaque, suitably engraved was £175. It was agreed that this be ordered and the Clerk ensure that it will be solid brass.

Members also considered providing a flag pole for the Town Hall to enable the Armed Forces Day flag to be flown during the week commencing 22nd June. After debate it was agreed this be purchased and fitted in an appropriate position on the Town Hall with the pole being removed when no flag is being flown.
159.  Items for future agenda

Allotment rents
160.  Items for Information

There were none.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

Owing to the confidential nature of agenda item 15(legal issues) it was proposed by 

Cllr Rowe seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the 

provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by 
the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the 
remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted” 

161.  Legal Issues

The Clerk updated members on progress with the lease to Wychavon D.C. and advised it was hoped to have further information in time for the June Council meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.35
Signed…………………………… 
Chairman 
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