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30th November 2011
The next meeting of the Pershore Town Council Cemetery Committee will be held on Wednesday 7th December 2011 at the Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore at 7.00pm
Mrs Ann Dobbins A.C.I.B.

Town Clerk

AGENDA
ITEMS REFERRED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Residents are invited to give their views to the committee on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration, before the start of this meeting. Members of the public may also speak during the meeting, on agenda items only at the invitation of the Chairman.

1. APOLOGIES

To receive any apologies for absence.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest from members regarding items appearing on this agenda.
3.  MINUTES

To consider the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held 5th October 2011 attached to this agenda
4.  MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
a.
Members are advised that the outside of Cemetery Lodge has now been painted
b.
Members are advised that the Cemetery land and property has now been registered at the Land registry.

c.
Members are advised that the air brick at the rear of the second chapel has been cleared of soil and the groundsman anticipates the remainder being cleared shortly.
d.
Members are advised that the gutters at the cemetery chapel have been cleared out in house.

e.
Members are advised that a replacement trailer has not yet been purchased and it may yet be necessary to repair the existing one.

f.
Members are advised that the soil and grass cuttings at the rear of the cemetery have now been removed as agreed.

g.
The Clerk has created a log book for chapel repairs and will make this retrospective as time allows.

h.
The Clerk has ascertained the ownership of the organ in the chapel and has requested that it be removed.
5.  FINANCE
A draft budget comparison for the Cemetery Committee to the end of November is attached to this agenda for members’ comments.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested
6.  CEMETERY CHAPEL
a.
Members are advised that the survey of the cemetery chapels has now been completed and a copy of the report is available in the office. Members will recall that it was recommended by the survey that a structural engineer be employed for a more detailed inspection of the possible movement of the building. Quotations have been received in the sums of £942 and £450 and members are asked to consider authorising the Clerk to proceed with the best value quotation.
Recommendation:- 
Members views are requested

b.
Members will recall authorising the Clerk to speak to the surveyor regarding the chapel roof. Members are advised that the surveyor believes that his recommendations regarding the roof will give a life of approximately 30 years and does not feel that a complete new roof is required.

c.
Members are advised that the Clerk has spoken to Pershore Abbey concerning movement when tree roots decay and they are to take the advice of the parks officer at Wychavon who manage Abbey Park regarding a similar problem with the Abbey. It is anticipated the Parks Officer will be in position to offer some advice in due course. 

d.
Members are advised that quotations are still awaited for mesh in the chapel and for a new bell rope and the Clerk hopes to have some costs available at this meeting for members consideration.
7.  CEMETERY
a.
Members are advised that following the removal of the soil at the rear of the cemetery, the adjacent land owner has expressed some concerns as the security of his property. The Clerk anticipates bringing some options to this meeting for members’ consideration.
The adjacent land owner is also concerned about surface water drainage from his property and has asked to discuss options with the Clerk in due course.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
b.
Members are advised that following the removal of the soil some trees require felling. It is suggested a hawthorn hedge at the back of the cemetery may offer some aesthetic benefits as well as improving security. Additionally one large diseased conifer also requires felling and the Clerk anticipates having met the tree surgeon prior to this meeting to be able to report in full and advise members of the cost of these works. Members are advised that the Tree Officer at Wychavon D C has no objection.
Recommendation:-
Members are asked to consider agreeing to the felling of a small group of ash and elder trees plus a few young conifers as well as one large diseased conifer.
c.
Members are advised that the ditch running alongside the hedge at the edge of the cemetery field has not yet been cleared but it is anticipated this will be undertaken shortly, in house.
d.
Members are advised that the cost of a chipper for the cemetery would be approximately £300 plus VAT and members are asked to consider whether they wish to authorise the Clerk to proceed with this purchase.

e.
The Clerk has ascertained the cost of installing push taps on the water taps at the cemetery as £ and members are asked whether they wish to proceed with these works.

f.
To receive any other items relating to the cemetery 
8.  CEMETERY STORE

Members are advised that further quotations have been received to create a concrete base for a storage container at the cemetery and these will be available at this meeting. Members are asked to consider whether they now wish to proceed with a planning application for these works. Members are advised that the old garage has now been removed as requested.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
9.  GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE
Cllr Lewis has emailed some suggestions for the Garden of Remembrance and suggests members visit www.cheshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/bereavementservices/cemeteries/sandbach_cemetery 
Cllr Lewis will speak to this item.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.

10.  USE OF SECOND CHAPEL

Cllr Parsons will speak to this item.
11.  LITTER BINS

This item was deferred from the October meeting and members are now asked whether they wish to proceed to acquire additional litter bins for the cemetery at a cost of approximately £180 each depending upon the size of the bin.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested

12.   ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

To receive any other items for information
13.   ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

To receive any items for future agenda
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS:

At this point in the meeting, it is likely members will pass the following resolution: “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” agenda item 14 Legal Issues

14.  LEGAL ISSUES

To consider any legal issues relating to the Cemetery not covered elsewhere on the agenda
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