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28th March 2012
The next meeting of the Pershore Town Council Cemetery Committee will be held on Wednesday 4th April 2012 at the Cemetery Chapel, Defford Road, Pershore at 7.00pm
Mrs Ann Dobbins A.C.I.B.

Town Clerk

AGENDA
ITEMS REFERRED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Residents are invited to give their views to the committee on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration, before the start of this meeting. Members of the public may also speak during the meeting, on agenda items only at the invitation of the Chairman.

1. APOLOGIES

To receive any apologies for absence.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest from members regarding items appearing on this agenda.
3.  MINUTES

To consider the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held 1st February 2012 attached to this agenda
4.  MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
a.
Members are advised that a replacement trailer has now been purchased as agreed.
b.
Members are advised that the owner of the organ has decided to retain it for his own use.
c.
Members are advised that a chipper has been purchased as agreed and the groundsmen trained in its use. The installation of push taps is still being pursued.
d.
The Clerk has not had the opportunity to arrange for the agreed hedge to be planted at the rear of the cemetery and it is suggested this now be deferred until the autumn.
e.
Members are advised that the ditch has not yet been cleared but will be asking the contractor to undertake these works shortly. The Clerk is advised by the District Council engineers that there is currently no urgency for these works.
f.
The Clerk anticipates the brambles being cut back along the Tiddesley Wood Lane ditch by the time of this meeting.

g.
The Clerk anticipates being in a position to submit a planning application for the works for the cemetery store shortly.

h.
The Clerk is in the process of recruiting two casual workers for the cemetery to cover the summer months. Both will be appropriately trained and provided with the required PPE.

5.  FINANCE
A draft budget comparison for the Cemetery Committee to the end of the year is attached to this agenda for members’ comments.

Recommendation:-
Members views are requested
6.  CEMETERY CHAPEL
Members are advised that a specification for the works to the chapel has been drawn up and the tender documents sent to 5 contractors for their response by 13th April. It is suggested members agree to authorise the Clerk to award the contract to the contractor offering best value so that works may commence as soon as possible. Listed building consent is required for these works but this is free of charge and normally can be agreed within 21 days.
Recommendation:-  Members are asked to consider agreeing to delegating the decision as to which contractor to employ to the Clerk.
7.  CEMETERY
a.
Members are advised that the proposed ditch at cemetery Farm, behind the chapel, will need to discharge into a new pipe running across the top of the Cemetery Field and then link into an existing pipe running through the field. It is hoped to have further information in time for this meeting but the Clerk has already contacted the owner of cemetery farm who has not yet responded and it may be that he has decided not to progress the construction of this ditch. Should this be the case, members may need to consider obtaining further advice as to how to mitigate the potential flood risk from the land to the rear of the cemetery.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
b.
Members will be aware that the Town Council made a policy decision over 12 months ago to no longer allow residents to buy cemetery plots in advance of the death of a loved one. A local resident has contacted the Clerk and asked for an exception to be made so that she may purchase the plot next to her mother who is buried at the cemetery. The Clerk will bring more details to the meeting but members are asked to consider whether they wish to make an exception in this case.
c.
To receive any other items relating to the cemetery 
8.  CEMETERY FIELD

Members are advised that as agreed the Clerk has written to Harriet Baldwin regarding the reuse of 100 year old graves and a detailed response is awaited. In view of the lack of space in the current cemetery members may wish to consider the options open to them should the government not sanction the reuse of graves, particularly as, at the current rate of burials, there is approximately 9 years of space left at the cemetery.
Recommendation:- Members are asked to consider options available for the cemetery if the government does not sanction the reuse of graves.
9.  PROMOTION OF CEMETERY
The Clerk has ascertained that it would be possible to licence the Cemetery Chapel for weddings at a fee of £1,375. Additional licences may also be required (eg Public Entertainments) and members are asked to consider whether this is something they wish to recommend to Council to be pursued.
Recommendation:-
Members views are requested.
10.  GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE
By the time of this meeting the Clerk will have met with the contractor and hopes to have an estimate for the cost of the works to provide a Garden of Remembrance at the cemetery for members’ consideration.

11.  USE OF SECOND CHAPEL

Please find attached a report on the feasibility of the conversion of the second chapel to house a cremator for members’ consideration. Members are advised that this possibility is something that the Vision working group felt should be investigated and members are asked to consider the next steps they may wish to take in this regard.
Recommendation:
Members views are requested
12.   ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

To receive any other items for information
13.   ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

To receive any items for future agenda
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