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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on Wednesday 1st June 2011, at Cemetery Chapel, Defford Road, Pershore commencing at 7.00pm.

Present:-
Cllr G Amphlett

Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr J Lewis


Cllr C Parsons MBE
Items referred by members of the public

There were none
001. Election of Chairman for the ensuing year

Cllr Parsons was nominated as Chairman by Cllr Grantham, second by Cllr Amphlett. There being no further nominations Cllr Parsons was duly elected Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.

002. Election of Vice Chairman for the ensuing year

Cllr Amphlett was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Grantham. There being no further nominations, Cllr Amphlett was duly elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.
003.  Apologies
There were none
004.  Declarations of Interest

There were none
005. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Amphlett seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 6th April 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
006. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that quotations were being sought for the painting of the outside of the sash windows at Cemetery Lodge and details would be brought to the next meeting for members’ consideration
b.
The Clerk advised that the paths at the cemetery had been sprayed with weed killer as per the annual contract and that a new leaflet indicating the increase in fees had been 
produced.

007.  Finance
Members accepted the budget comparison to the end of May and noted that reserves may need to be used for any future machinery repairs. This would need to be a recommendation to Council should the need arise.
008. Cemetery
a.
 Cllr Parsons advised the meeting that a building surveyor specializing in listed buildings had visited the cemetery and made various recommendations regarding routine and urgent maintenance on the buildings. He had been particularly concerned that previous repairs to the stonework had been completed using the wrong type of mortar which could have implications for the building.

Additionally some timbers in the second chapel gave the appearance of being rotten in places and it was agreed to recommend to Council that a professional survey be undertaken and quotations for such work be obtained. 

b.
Members considered the decision of the previous committee to purchase a container or garage for storage of equipment, so enabling the second chapel to be refurbished. The Clerk advised that current prices for a garage and base were approximately £4,500 and it was agreed new quotations for a container be sought and brought to the next meeting for further debate.

c.
Members considered the request of a relative to install a bench at the side of the cemetery by his wife’s grave. As there was an older style bench in this location which was in need of some repair it was agreed this bench be removed and the relative be permitted to install his own bench in this location.
009.  Garden of Remembrance
Members generally felt that the most appropriate location for the garden for the scattering of ashes was the area at the front of the cemetery to leave other spaces available for possible future burials. It was agreed members bring suggestions for this area to the next meeting.

010.  Items for Information
There were none
011.  Items for future agenda

a.
It was agreed to meet at 6.30pm at the cemetery prior to the 7.00pm start of the August meeting to enable members to walk around the cemetery prior to the meeting.
b.
Wildlife conservation at the cemetery
JL

c.
Issues of concern at the cemetery
CP

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by 
Cllr Grantham seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED “that in accordance with 
the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted” ie: agenda items 12 Cemetery Field and 13 Staffing issues.
012.  Cemetery Field
A local resident joined the meeting and outlined various suggestions for improving access to the cemetery and for developing the new cemetery field. Members considered these suggestions following the presentation and it was agreed the Clerk take advice from NALC and report to full council in confidential session for agreement on the way forward.

013.  Staffing Issues

The Clerk updated members on various staffing issues.
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