07.07.11

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 7th July 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 7th July 2011, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr G Amphlett-Hawkins



Cllr R Gillmor



Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr M Payne (non member)



Cllr D Shaw 


Cllr R Speight


Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were four members of the public present and it was agreed they may speak under agenda item 7, King George’s Field
384.  Election of Chairman

Cllr Shaw was nominated as Chairman of the committee by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker. There being no further nominations, Cllr Shaw was duly elected as Chairman of the Amenities and Environment Committee for the ensuing year.

385.  Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Palfrey was nominated as Vice Chairman by Cllr J Grantham, seconded by Cllr Amphlett-Hawkins. There being no further nominations, Cllr Palfrey was duly elected as Vice Chairman of the Amenities and Environment Committee for the ensuing year.
385.  Apologies
There were none
386.   Declarations of Interest

There were none
387. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the meeting held 28th April 2011 be signed as a true record of the 
proceedings.
388. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that the formal report on the bat survey at the cemetery was still awaited.
b.
The Clerk advised that the further correspondence regarding the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill had been received from Severn Trent who had stated that it was not water from any of their infrastructure. The Clerk had ascertained that the County Council were still of the opinion that further works were required in the area but that they would not be contacting the company again until a new Head of Department was in post at Severn Trent which was anticipated in the next two weeks.
c.
The Clerk advised that the Avon Meadows grazing licence had been advertised but there had been no interest. It was to be re-advertised shortly.
d.
The Clerk advised that work to the fishing pegs on Avon Meadows would be undertaken in September.
389.  King George’s Field

Mrs Victoria Poole attended the meeting and presented proposals from the Avon Navigation Trust for two water points and a sewage disposal point on the field to assist those people using the moorings. Further investigations in the area had ascertained that it would not be possible to dig a trench alongside the boundary with the Riverside Centre and therefore alternative proposals were presented for members’ consideration.
It was now proposed that two water points, one alongside the boundary and a second a little further along the moorings be provided. The waste disposal point would be created with the cess pitt immediately beneath the disposal point and sufficient distance away from the river to prevent boats being able to use it to pump out their waste. Water and power would need to be provided through a trench which, because of power cables, would now need to be dug on the land leased to the Riverside Centre. Emptying of the cess pit would be also undertaken from the Riverside Centre land with access for the disposal lorry down the side of the youth center and a small gate created in the fence for access to the cess pit.

As a trench was already to be dug on the land leased to the Riverside Centre, the Trustees were proposing that they take the opportunity to provide a disposal point for boats to pump out their waste. This would be accessed from King George’s Field, via a locked gate which boat owners could open with their standard British Waterways key. There would be a charge for this service and the Trustees hoped it would generate an income stream

The Clerk reminded members that the existing covenant on the Riverside Centre land was still in force and stated that the land could be used for youth activities only. Whilst the Town Council had agreed that the Trustees could approach the County Council for this covenant to be released, nothing had been heard from the Trustees regarding progress in this regard and therefore no income could be generated in this way until the covenant had been removed.

Mrs Poole was already in discussions with Wychavon D C Planning Department to ascertain whether a planning application would be required and the Clerk reminded members that the design of the facilities would need to be agreed with the Conservation Officer as the proposed part of the field and the Riverside Centre were in the Conservation Area.

Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Amphlett-Hawkins 
and RESOLVED that it be recommended to Council that the proposals be approved.
390.  Transition Pershore
Cllr Shaw advised members that a few members of the committee had visited a food waste plant in Shropshire where power was being generated from the waste and the residual waste was used to spread on local farmers’ fields.

They had also looked at the Ludlow Cittislow scheme where the use of local produce was greatly encouraged and a Hydropower scheme on the River Teme where 2 generators were expected to be in use shortly and would be powering 420 homes.

Cllr Shaw also advised that a garden share scheme was now in place.

Cllr Wood advised of the success of the Fresh Food Festival which had just taken place in Evesham and advised that this would be in Pershore in 2012. It was also noted that Worcestershire has the most Transition Towns in the country.

Cllr Tucker advised members that an energy conference was to be held at the Guildhall in Worcester shortly if anyone was able to attend.

391.  Allotments
a.
 The Clerk advised that work on the Beards track had now been completed but there was a little more work to be done on the Nogains track. It was agreed these minor works be undertaken at a cost of 
£660 from the allotments budget.
b.
The Clerk advised members that thanks to the article in the newsletter, all allotments were now let and there was a small waiting list.
392.  Pershore Fairtrade Group

Cllr Shaw advised that the group would be having a stall on Plum Fayre day in St Andrews Gardens but that more people were needed to join the committee. An on line survey needed to be completed and Cllr Lewis agreed to undertake this task.

393.  Farmers Markets

The Clerk advised that she had been approached by the Worcestershire Country Markets group to request the possibility of holding a market in St Andrews Gardens as a trial on 29th October. The market concentrated on local produce and there would be approximately 8 stalls. It was proposed by Cllr R Grantham, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED to recommend to Council that a fee of £100 be charged for the event if this could be negotiated and further dates be arranged if the first was successful.
394.  Parish Pride
a.
Cllr Tucker asked members to consider a little pick of certain areas of the town 
with equipment being provided by Wychavon D C. He advised that the best time of 
year was early Spring and Cllr Wood said twice a year, October and March would be
the most beneficial. Members felt that schools and the Youth Council could usefully become involved and that the weekend of October 29th could be a good date for the first event – possibly advertised as a Halloween litter pick. It was agreed to recommend to Council that such an event take place, being advertised in the newsletter inviting families and residents to join in. The Clerk will 
contact Wychavon D C to ascertain what support is available and how such an event 
could be organised.

b.
Further to minute 379 (c) the Clerk advised members that Wychavon D C could empty the litter bins on King George’s Field on a weekly basis (Saturdays or Sundays) through the summer months at a cost of £128 p.a. Members also noted that they would wish to install additional bins on the park as well as reinstate a picnic bench.

It was agreed all these items be included in the budget for 2012/13 for members’ consideration.

395.  Avon Meadows

Cllr Wood updated members on the various species of wildlife now being found on the meadows. The Clerk thanked Cllr R Grantham for ensuring that she was kept informed of the various works being undertaken by the Friends of Avon Meadows and asked whether a large pile of wood chippings, currently on the edge of the meadows near to a public right of way could be moved. If the Friends did not have the resources, it was agreed the Town Council groundsman could be asked to assist.
396.  Public Transport
Cllr Shaw advised that he had attended a meeting of the Defford cum Besford Parish Council along with various other local councillors to discuss the threat to the 382 bus service. All those parishes affected had agreed to work together to try to protect the service which was heavily used in the evening and on Sundays by local students who needed to get to work. One suggestion was that the 382 terminate at St Peter’s where a Worcester city bus could then be used. There were some issues with through travel as different bus companies would be involved.

Cllr Palfrey advised that He was attending a meeting with local Members of Parliament regarding the proposed train service following the redoubling of the track which would be disappointing and he hoped to report to this meeting or full Council in due course.

Following debate it was agreed the Clerk write to the County Council and ask that the 382 bus service be retained in its current timetable or that the transfer at St Peters option be implemented.

397.  Items for Information
There were none
398.  Items for future agenda

Tree Wardens

JP
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:45
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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