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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 3rd November 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 3rd November 2011, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)


Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were none
417.  Apologies
Cllr Gillmor’s apologies were accepted as he had a prior engagement
418.   Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Tucker, Wood, Shaw and Lewis declared personal interests in agenda item 6 Avon Meadows
419. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr R Grantham seconded by Cllr J Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 1st September 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
420. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that the formal report on the bat survey at the cemetery was still awaited.
b.
The Clerk advised that she had again asked the County Council for an update regarding the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and reminded members that this issue had been ongoing since September 2009.

c.
The Clerk advised that an article would appear in the next newsletter asking for a volunteer to undertake the task of Tree Warden
d.
The Clerk advised that work to the allotment tracks had been completed
421.  Pershore Town Litter pick

Cllr Tucker advised that 12 volunteers came to help with the litter pick and areas in 
Station Road, Three Springs Road, Cherry Orchard and Bridge Street to the picnic 
site. The worst area had been from Racecourse Road to the railway station. Another 
area that had been particularly full of litter was the area behind Plumz and the Clerk agreed to attempt to ascertain ownership of this piece of land.
As this event had been so successful it was agreed to undertake another litter pick in the Spring and this will again be advertised in the newsletter with the aim of completing the litter pick before Easter. It was suggested this be Saturday 31st March 2012.
422.  Avon Meadows
The Clerk reported that she had met with officers from Wychavon D C to consider issues raised by members of the public concerned about grazing cattle in the meadows. The Clerk reported that it had been agreed to recommend to both Councils that the grazing licence continue with the current farmer but additional signage be installed and information sheets be distributed at various points to raise awareness of what to do when walking through the livestock.
It had also been agreed to have a Meet the Farmer day at local schools to also try to alter the perception of a few members of the public that these particular cattle were in any way a threat.

It was proposed by Cllr John Grantham, seconded by Cllr Lewis and RESOLVED that the above measures be adopted with the grazing licence being reviewed in September 2012.

423.  Youth Shelter

The Clerk advised that the Youth Shelter had, some time ago, been painted by local youths with some emulsion paint. The Clerk had decided not to re paint it the original green but one councillor had asked for members to consider whether this decision should be reversed. Members considered the options, and it was agreed that Cllr Lewis would approach some of the young people who use the shelter to ascertain whether they wished to repaint it themselves if the Town Council provided the paint. Cllr Lewis will liaise with the Clerk regarding this issue.
424.  Section 106 monies

The Clerk advised that she had ascertain that some of the Section 106 cycle money was to be spent on new cycle racks in the town and Cllr E Tucker would be meeting with County Council officers shortly to discuss possible locations.

Cllr Palfrey asked whether there was any money being provided for public transport and it was agreed that the Clerk would ascertain how the Town Council could be involved in deciding how this money was to be used. 
425.  Transition Pershore
Cllr Shaw advised members that there were plans for Open kitchen Gardens on 23rd June and Open Farm visits on 1st July.
There was also to be a meeting on 7th November at Number 8 with a talk on permaculture and a visit to an autonomous house in Cropthorne. It was intended there would be stalls at the Food Festival on Carnival Day and Trevor Price Jones was investigating options for hydropower on the Avon.

There had been a very successful energy conference at the Guildhall on 17th September and it was hoped this would be a repeated next year.

426.  Allotments
There was nothing to report
427.  Parish Pride

Members considered possible ways of enhancing the culvert on King George’s Field including the original proposals of trailing plants along the side of the culvert and putting the rocks from the top of the culvert into it. It was felt some of these proposals would be very expensive but that initially Princess Diana’s Garden could be enhanced with additional planting of low maintenance grasses. Cllrs Wood and Lewis agreed to meet at the Garden to discuss options to bring to the next meeting of the Committee.

In the meantime the Clerk will obtain quotations for moving rocks from the top of the culvert, removing the tank and improving the area from where they had been moved.
428.  Broad Street
At the request of Cllr Wood the issue relating to the moving of the motorcycle bays and disabled bays was deferred until there was an improvement in the economic climate.
429.  Public Transport
Cllr Palfrey thanked members for their attendance at the meeting on double tracking and reminded members of the next meeting the following day when it was hoped the issue of Sunday bus services could be raised.
It was suggested by Cllr Tucker that a leaflet could be produced giving suggested outings using public transport in the area and the Clerk confirmed that the Visitor Information Centre staff were already working on a leaflet giving this type of information. It was suggested that this be trialed in the coming tourist season with the possibility of the Market Town Partnership funding a glossy version if it was successful.

Cllr Palfrey also asked for a bus route map to be placed in noticeboards and Cllr Palfrey and the Clerk will ascertain whether this is easily available.
430.  Items for Information
Cllr R Grantham reported that there appeared to be standing water on the concrete at the Cherry Orchard garage sites and the Clerk will report this to Rooftop Housing Association
431.  Items for future agenda

a.
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust representative 
b.
Re routing of the Wychavon Way


JG

c.
Severn Trent drains inspection


DS

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:47
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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