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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 28th April 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 28th April 2011, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)


Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr P Merry


Cllr J Palfrey


Cllr C Parsons MBE


Cllr T D G Rose


Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were none
373.  Apologies
Cllrs K and  M Rowe’s apologies were accepted as they had a prior engagement
374.   Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared personal interests in agenda item 6, Allotments
Cllrs Tucker, Shaw and Wood declared personal interests in Avon Meadows as they were members of the Friends of Avon Meadows
375. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 3rd March 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
376. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that the formal report on the bat survey at the cemetery was still awaited.
b.
The Clerk advised that the results of the appeal hearing regarding the abstraction licence for hydropower from the river Avon were available in the members’ room for information.
c.
The Clerk advised that she had contacted various authorities regarding concerns about waste disposal in Railground and she understood this matter had now been resolved. Cllr Shaw advised he would be contacting residents in the area to confirm this.

d.
Cllr Shaw asked for evidence that drainage pipes in the Nogains and Abbey 
Park area of the town had been fully inspected. Cllr Tucker stated that this work had 
been undertaken as part of the investigations relating to the flood defences and a
 great deal of information had been obtained. The Clerk advised that she knew that 
work had also been undertaken in Three Springs Road and some partial blockages needed to be cleared in this area.

It was agreed the Clerk write to Severn Trent as agreed at the previous Planning meeting and also contact the County Council regarding the area at the top of Allesborough Hill which was still extremely wet.

377.  Transition Towns

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in this item.

Cllr Shaw advised members that the group had held their first Annual General Meeting and noted they had received grants from various local organisations giving them a bank balance of approximately £600. The food group was particularly active and having looked for locally produced fruit and vegetables, they were now looking for shops that sell locally produced meat and cheese.
378.  Allotments
a.
 The Clerk advised that work on the Beards track had now started and that repair work to the Nogains track would be undertaken once the Beards track was completed.

b.
The Clerk advised members that some tenants were attempting to grow organically and at times, neighboring tenants who used pesticides and herbicides were in conflict with other plot holders. It was agreed to suggest to all tenants that an area of the allotments be set aside for organic growing and to offer tenants an exchange of plots to help them keep to this aim. The Clerk will include this suggestion to tenants when the next letter is sent.
379.  Parish Pride
a.
Cllr Shaw advised that he had hoped to pursue Fairtrade through the group currently active at the Middle School and hoped that this could be continued through the Youth Council. It was regretted that the Town Council no longer had a representative on the governing bodies of local schools which meant that such a link was more difficult to arrange.
b.
Cllr Tucker suggested that an annual litter pick may be arranged and it was agreed this be an item for a future agenda.

c.
Cllr Wood noted the problems with litter on King George’s Field over the long Easter holidays. The Clerk explained that no arrangements were currently in place for litter collection when the office was closed and the Clerk will ascertain the costs of using Wychavon D C to undertake a litter pick and bin emptying service on these occasions and bring the item back to this committee for further debate. The Clerk advised members she had reported the condition of the culvert to Severn Trent and hoped this would be cleaned shortly.

380.  Avon Meadows

a.
The Clerk advised that she was awaiting details of work required to the fishing pegs on Avon Meadows.

b.
The Clerk advised members that the grazing licence for Avon Meadows was 
to be advertised shortly with various conditions relating to rights of way and fishing. 
The preference would be for cattle to graze rather than sheep and the tenant would be given the right to take hay as required.
381.  Public Transport
Cllr Palfrey advised that a letter had been sent to the County Council regarding the further bus consultation and he intended to speak to various parish councils to ascertain whether they also felt that some services should be changed rather than cut.

Cllr Palfrey also confirmed that there would be only one additional train service following the doubling of the track which, he had been advised, had been as a result of lack of resources.

There were still concerns that the 9:21 Paddington service no longer stopped at Pershore and it was agreed that First Great Western, Peter Luff MP and Harriet Baldwin MP be contacted to be asked to help with reinstating this service.

In response to a question about car parking at the station, Cllr Palfrey confirmed that he understood the land swap had been agreed but that no further meeting had been arranged to ascertain progress with the car park. It was agreed the Clerk contact Wychavon D C and First Great Western in this regard.

382.  Items for Information
It was noted that the Pershore Market Town Manager would be leaving her post shortly although it was believed there were funds for a replacement to be recruited.
Cllr Shaw thanked the committee for their support over the past four years and in particular those members would were retiring at the Annual Meeting in May.

383.  Items for future agenda

There were none
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:10
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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