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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 1st September 2011
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 1st September 2011, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)


Cllr J Grantham MBE


Cllr R Grantham


Cllr J Lewis



Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr M Payne (non member)



Cllr R Speight


Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were none
399.  Apologies
Cllr Amphlett Hawkins’ apologies were accepted as she had a family commitment
400.   Declarations of Interest

There were none
401. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr R Grantham seconded by Cllr J Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 7th July 2011 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.
402. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk advised that the formal report on the bat survey at the cemetery was still awaited.
b.
The Clerk advised that she had again asked the County Council for an update regarding the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and reminded members that this issue had been ongoing since September 2009.

c.
The Clerk advised that the Avon Meadows grazing licence had been let to a local farmer and the licence would be an agenda item at the forthcoming Council meeting.

d.
The Clerk advised that she had written to the County Council regarding the 382 bus service as agreed
403.  Farmers Market
The Clerk advised that whilst the local market had been agreed to take place on 29th October she was still awaiting a formal booking form and insurance documentation. It was agreed that if this was not forthcoming by 29th September the Clerk would contact the Transition Town movement who were also interested in holding a market on that day.

404.  Pershore Town Litter pick

Cllr Shaw advised members that this event had been registered with the “Make a Difference Day” programme and it was hoped that T shirts and other publicity would be forthcoming through this organization. The Clerk had arranged with Wychavon D C for the necessary equipment and an article had been placed in the newsletter asking for volunteers and suggested areas requiring litter picking.
It was agreed all volunteers meet at the Town Hall on 29th October at 10.00am and further publicity plus possibly a photograph be placed in local newspapers nearer the time.

Cllr Tucker agreed to liaise with the Clerk regarding the organization of the event and members were asked to let the Clerk have a list of suggested areas which should be prioritized.

405.  St Andrew’s Gardens

The Clerk advised that a quotation had been received for £785 to clear the bed on the Vicarage side of the gardens. Following debate it was agreed to recommend to Council that this work be undertaken in February/March with funds being taken either from any underspend in the current financial year or from the 2012/13 budget.
406.  Transition Pershore
Cllr Shaw advised members that the group were endeavouring to ensure that the funds set aside for cycling from the Bloor Homes development were used in a meaningful way. They were hoping to meet with an officer from the District Council shortly and it was agreed to recommend to Council that a letter of support be sent from the Town Council.
It was noted there were other planning conditions on the approval and the Clerk will identify these for further debate at a future meeting.

407.  King George’s Field

The Clerk asked members to consider approving purchasing an additional litter bin for King George’s Field. Members agreed a sum of £200 be used from the Environmental Projects budget for this work and the Clerk will liaise with the groundsman as to the most appropriate location.
408.  Allotments
a.
 The Clerk advised that work on the Beards track and Nogains tracks would be completed shortly.
b.
Cllr Shaw advised members that the recently planted hedge at the bottom of 
the Beards Track had taken well.
c.
Cllr Tucker suggested that the management of the Environment Agency bund 
could be transferred to the Town Council and asked that this be a matter for a future agenda. It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Environment Agency to see whether an agreement in principle could be reached prior to the debate.

409.  Pershore Fairtrade Group

Cllr Lewis advised that the questionnaire she had been asked to complete was not relevant to the Council and therefore it had been agreed it would not be possible to complete.
410.  Cycle Racks
Cllr Wood reported that as far as she was aware there were only 13 cycle racks in the town and more were required. It was felt that parking in Broad Street could be improved if the motorcycle bay was moved to one of the disabled bays and move the disabled bay to where motorcycles currently park. It was agreed the Clerk would write to the County Council to ascertain whether this was possible before recommending such an action to Council.
It was suggested that 2 cycle racks be installed in St Andrews Gardens and the Clerk was asked to liaise with the County Council and Abbey PCC with regard to their possible location. Other suggestions included the back of the Library and it was agreed that the Clerk ask through the Newsletter for other possible locations before any are installed.

Cllr Wood also suggested the Council consider the purchase and hiring out of electric bicycles but members felt this was not a role for the Council but for a commercial organization or possibly as a link with a local event.
411.  Tree Wardens

Cllr Palfrey explained the role of a tree warden for the town and it was agreed that this be an item for the October Council meeting and Cllr Palfrey will liaise with the Clerk to put a report together in time for that meeting.
412.  Parish Pride
a.
Members reported that one of the rocks at the top of the culvert had fallen and it was agreed the issue of the improvement of the area be an item for the next meeting of the committee.

b.
Members noted that the bus shelter in Defford Road was frequently full of litter. The Clerk advised that this shelter was not managed by the Town Council but could be cleaned under the lengthsman’s scheme. It was agreed the Clerk would speak to the groundsman regarding the area.

413.  Avon Meadows

Cllr Wood advised members that the Friends’ tool shed was in place and that a working party would be meeting the following Saturday to dig up overgrown areas.
Cllr Lewis had noticed that some of the posts on the board walk had holes in them, 
exposing the metal and also noted that some undesirable litter had been collected from 
the smaller bench area. Cllr Lewis also asked whether an interpretation board showing 
wild flowers on the site could be installed and it was agreed that once more had been identified this would be a good idea to be considered. Cllr Wood also noted that future uses of the willow and reeds on the site was to be investigated.

414.  Public Transport
Cllr Palfrey explained that some of the changes in the bus services were going to cause real hardship to residents as people would now struggle to use public transport to get to and from work, particularly evening and weekend services. It was agreed to recommend to Council that the Council write to Cllr John Smith from the County Council and ask that the County Council work with local parishes to both review the new arrangements and alleviate some of the difficulties that the new service had caused, possibly with local transport schemes.
415.  Items for Information
The Clerk presented her report on Community Interest Groups for members’ information.

416.  Items for future agenda

Invite Worcestershire Wildlife Trust representative to a future meeting to understand how the Town Council can help the group

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:47
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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