A&E 03.09.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 3rd September 2009
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 3rd September 2009, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)


Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr D Hughes (non member)



Cllr G B M Hughes M.B.E.



Cllr P Merry 



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr K Rowe (non member)


Cllr M Rowe



Cllr C Tucker



Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were no other members of the public present.
254. Apologies

Cllr Grantham’s apologies were accepted as he was at a meeting of CALC and Cllr Palfrey’s apologies were accepted as he was at work.
255.  Appointment of Committee Chairman for the next twelve months

Cllr Wood nominated and Cllr Tucker seconded Cllr Shaw as Chairman for the coming 12 months. There being no further nominations, Cllr Shaw was duly elected.

256.  Appointment of Committee Vice Chairman for the next twelve months

Cllr Amphlett nominated and Cllr Merry seconded Cllr Wood as Vice Chairman for the coming 12 months. There being no further nominations, Cllr Wood was duly elected.
257.   Declarations of Interest

Cllr Parsons declared a personal interest in agenda item 9, Allotments

258. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 2nd July be signed as a true record of the proceedings. Cllr K Rowe indicated that he had thought he was a member of the Committee and it was agreed this be an item for the October Council agenda.
259. Matters of report from the minutes

a.
The Clerk reported that she was still awaiting details of the water safety audit for the Avon Meadows wetlands and for contact regarding a bat survey at the cemetery.

b.
The Clerk advised that no details of proposals for flood alleviation on Abbey Park had been received and it was agreed the Clerk contact Wychavon D.C. for details.

c.
The Clerk advised that she understood works on Allesborough Hill had been undertaken but she had not yet been able to ascertain whether the works were complete.
d.
The Clerk advised that illegal parking was to be the subject of a policy decision by Wychavon D.C. in due course and members expressed their concerns over traffic wardens being in the town over the Bank Holiday. It was agreed this be an item for a future agenda.

e.
The Clerk advised that Mr Hare was in the process of undertaking identification of the trees in the Council’s orchard on the allotments.

f.
Meetings are due to be held with Rooftop Housing on 22nd September and Wychavon D.C. Parks officer regarding St Andrews shortly.
260.  Transition Towns

Cllr Shaw advised that the Transition Town initiative in Worcester had been renamed One Planet Worcester and he now had a copy of the criteria required to enable Pershore to become a Transition Town. Cllr Wood advised that she had emailed information about various useful events at Bishops Wood and that a public meeting was planned in Pershore on 19th October. The Working Group would be meeting again on 16th September to discuss the format of this open meeting.
261.  King George’s Field
After discussion it was agreed to make minor amendments to the booking form for King George’s Field and to recommend to Council that a charging structure be adopted for commercial events on the field that would mean the Clerk could use her discretion as to how much was appropriate.

262.  Allotments
The Clerk advised that the flood defence wall would continue across the access to the allotment site between 20 and 22 Nogains and whether members would prefer a ramp or steps to enable access across the wall. After debate it was proposed that a ramp would be preferred, constructed in such a way that vehicles could still travel alongside the wall in an emergency and with a maximum gradient of 1:12 if possible. The Clerk will advise the Environment Agency accordingly.
263.  Pershore Transport Questionnaire
Cllr Shaw advised that there was a meeting the following week to discuss the results of the questionnaire which had had a 20% response rate. Cllr Amphlett asked that the 
possibility of a bus from Pershore to the hospital be raised at the meeting as this was 
a real need. It was also noted that with the new bus companies taking over routes 
there had been some considerable disruption and lack of timetables and this would also be raised.
264.  Pershore Railway Station
Cllr Palfrey was unavailable so the railway station discussion was deferred to a future meeting.

Cllr Tucker advised the meeting that discussions were ongoing regarding a link bus through Racecourse Road to the Railway Station and he hoped to have further to report in due course.
265.  Pershore Bridges Picnic Area

It was agreed that one of the difficulties with turning out of the picnic area was the overgrown trees in the area and it was agreed the Clerk write to Highways and ask that these be inspected and cut back as necessary.
266.  Youth Shelter
The Clerk reported a complaint about noise from the Youth Shelter being a nuisance in the evenings. The PCSOs were regularly monitoring the situation and no problems had been found. It was agreed to request the PCSOs continue to monitor the situation.

267.  Hydropower Generator
Cllr Shaw reported that permission in principle had been received from LANT to site the infrastructure on their land and it was anticipated the Environment Agency would have various issues to raise. It was noted that a public presentation would be made once more details were available.

268.  Items for information

a.
Cllr Wood advised members that Pershore had received a gold award in the Heart of England in Bloom awards and presented the certificate to the Council. She also announced a trophy had been awarded to the town for the wetlands project on Avon Meadows.
b.
The Clerk advised of a Transition Stroud event to take place in mid September and handed out leaflets accordingly.
269.  Items for future agenda

Cherry Orchard Playing Field

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.10
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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