A&E 07.05.09

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY 7th May 2009
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 7th May 2009, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm.

Present:-
Cllr D Shaw (Chairman)


Cllr G Amphlett



Cllr D Hughes (non member)



Cllr G B M Hughes M.B.E. (non member)
Cllr P Merry 

Cllr J Palfrey



Cllr C Parsons M.B.E.



Cllr T Rose



Cllr K Rowe



Cllr M Rowe



Cllr C Tucker


Cllr V Wood
Items referred by members of the public

There were no other members of the public present.
224. Apologies

Cllr Grantham’s apologies were accepted as he had a prior engagement
225.   Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Parsons and Rose declared personal interests in agenda item 8, allotments.
Cllr Shaw declared a personal interest in agenda item 6, Flooding
226. Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr K Rowe, seconded by Cllr Amphlett and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 5th March 2009 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.

227. Matters of report from the minutes

The Clerk advised members that she was still trying to obtain designs from Pershore College for planting around the culvert and that Severn Trent were intending to clean the culvert shortly.
The Clerk advised members that she was still waiting for detailed quotations regarding the loop system for the Town Hall and would continue to chase for these and a meeting had been arranged for interested members with Rooftop Housing.
228.  Transition Towns

a.
Cllr Shaw advised members that he had recently attended a meeting to 
discuss the feasibility of hydro electricity being generated on the Avon at the weir. The idea was in its infancy and further information would be available in due course. Members were pleased that the idea was being given serious consideration to help the town to reduce its dependence on oil.
b.
Cllr Shaw advised that there was to be an Eco Fair in Evesham shortly and he would pass the names of the stall holders to Cllr Tucker for the Green Fair on 25th May.

229.  Flooding
Cllr Tucker advised members of a recent grant application to Wychavon D.C. to fund a feasibility study into ways of preventing flooding from Abbey Park onto St Andrews Road and Farleigh Road. He hoped the application would be favourably received and more details would be available in due course.
230.  Avon Meadows
Cllr Parsons advised members of concerns held by some local residents as to the safety of the new wetlands, for children in particular, in view of the open areas of relatively deep water. In addition residents were concerned also about mosquitoes and problems with some local septic tanks. The concerns had been passed to Wychavon D.C. who had been aware of the septic tank problems, but not others. Cllr Wood advised that the septic tank issues were currently being investigated and in her opinion the area did not pose a danger as it was an obvious area of water and not hidden.
Members spoke generally agreeing that the development of the wetlands had been an excellent one and Cllr Tucker stated that he hoped that signage alone would be sufficient to identify the hazards without having to fence any of the areas off. He felt a balanced view was needed and members should wait until the reeds were planted and the project completed in July and review the situation at that stage. The Clerk was asked to make this an agenda item for the next meeting for further discussion.

231.  Allotments
a.
The Clerk advised members that contractors from the Environment Agency would be on the site to drill a number of bore holes to ascertain the soil type prior to applying for planning permission for the flood defences in early June. Members expressed their concerns that the tenants were still not sure of the precise route of the defences and the Clerk agreed to raise this at her next meeting with the Agency.

b.
Cllr Rose advised members of tenants concerns about a number of sheds that had been broken into recently and it was noted that all such events should be reported to the police as well as the Town Hall. Cllr Parsons also reminded members of the importance of ensuring the gates to the allotment site were locked at the end of each evening.
232.  Allesborough Hill
The Clerk advised members that the County Council were now investigating the wet area at the top of Allesborough Hill and she hoped to have more details in time for the next meeting.
233.  Councillor Town Walks
After debate it was agreed members should regularly walk their own wards in an 
informal way and report issues to the Town Clerk for action.

234.  Pershore Railway Station
Cllr Palfrey advised members that slow progress was being made with the car parking issues but that railings had now been installed and the mural was being actively pursued.

The last meeting had had to be cancelled at short notice but it was hoped a new date would be arranged shortly and further information would be available at the next meeting.
235.  Items for information

a.
Cllr Shaw advised members that a survey had recently been undertaken of the bat boxes at Pershore Cemetery and he hoped to have a report in time for the next meeting.
b.
The Clerk advised members that she was intending to arrange another working party for summer planting in the walkway and a date would be advised shortly.

c.
Cllr Wood advised members that judging for the Pershore in Bloom competition would take place on 22nd July.

236.  Items for future agenda

a.
Rooftop Housing issues
b.
Bridges picnic area – car park access
c.
Illegal car parking in Pershore
d.
Overgrown hedges

e.
Commercial businesses operating from residential properties.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:45
Signed…………………………………………….  Date……………………….

Chairman
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