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Welcome

Welcome to this, the second Autumn edition of the Town Council
Newsletter. Hopefully there is plenty of useful information and interesting
updates on what the Council is doing in the town. Don'’t forget that all
Town Council meetings and Committee meetings are open for the public
to attend. At committee meetings you can speak at the start of the
meeting and, if you contact the Town Hall in advance, your concern can
be an item for members to debate during the meeting. If you have a
specific question and can let us have it a week before a Full Council
meeting, time can be set aside at the start of the meeting for this to be
discussed with you in person. Dates of all meetings are on page 5.

It's your Council, why not come along?

Ann Dobbins Town Clerk

From the Town Mayor

| thought | would tell you about one of the two organisations that will benefit from
this years Mayor’s Charity.

It is the Pershore Talking Newspaper , for the blind and partially sighted; | have
been an Engineer on it for some years now. Every fortnight one of three teams
produces the talking newspaper. The team is made up of four readers, one news
selector, one operating supervisor, one engineer, two copiers, and one feature edi-
tor. There are some 70 of us who provide this service.

The service is free and we produce an hour long tape of news from the area, taken
from local newspapers. Also there is a feature 15 to 20 minutes long at the begin-
ning of side two. Features come in from many different areas covering different
views of life, it could be someone’s interpretation of walking through a wood, a trip
abroad, or an interview with a local celebrity.

The technology we use will not last for ever. Tapes are being replaced by CD’s for
example. As is home playing equipment. So, in the near future, we will have to
look at updating our equipment, it will not be cheap, so we need to be saving up for
when ever it is needed.

The talking newspaper is sent out to over 75 recipients currently. It is an ever fluc-
tuating number. You never know if a loved one, a friend or even you have need of
the service. So if you have an opportunity to donate towards the charity please do
SO.

Cllr Ken Rowe




Bench needed

Residents will have noticed the nice new (hopefully vandal proof)
picnic benches on King George’s Field down by the river, together
with the new litter bins.

One of the older style benches is in very poor repair and it has
been suggested that a resident may be interested in replacing this
bench with one in memory of a loved one. The cost will be slightly more than a
wooden bench, to try to prevent it being damaged, but anyone who may be inter-

ested is asked to contact the Town Clerk for further information.

WHO ARE YOUR COUNCILLORS?

Cllr K Rowe (Mayor) 554279 Cllr C Parsons M.B.E. 561561
Cllr G Amphlett 553215  ClIr T Rose 550194
Clir J Daniels 561561  Clir M Rowe 554279
Clir J Grantham M.B.E. 553369  ClIr D Shaw 553605
Cllr D Hughes 561561 Cllr C Smith 556167
Clir G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E. 552547 Cllr C Tucker 462441
Cllr P Merry : 554653 Cllr V Wood 554235
Clr J Palfrey 561561

All councillors can also be contacted through the Town Hall on the telephone
number or email address at the back of this newsletter.




MEETINGS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OR COMMITTEES

Sep 8" Tourism & Twinning Committee
18" Planning Committee
18" Town Council

Oct 1% Joint Burial Committee
2" Planning Committee
2" Finance & Property Committee
16" Planning Committee
16" Town Council
30" Pershore Forum

Nov 6™ Planning Committee
6" Amenities and Environment Committee
10" Tourism & Twinning Committee
20" Planning Committee
20" Town Council

Dec 3" Joint Burial Committee
4" Planning Committee
4" Finance & Property Committee
18" Planning Committee
18" Town Council

Christmas Lights
Thank you to all those who took the time to attend the Christmas Lights
consultation event recently. The lights have now been ordered in preparation for
Christmas 2008 and the anchor points for the festoons will be installed in the next
few weeks.
The festoons will be strung diagonally back and forth across the street from
H.S.B.C. to Curtain Rack and then from the Dentist to Tolleys, the jewellers. It is
not possible, unfortunately, to complete the gap between Curtain Rack and the
Dentist for 2008 .
The date for the switch on of the lights is Friday 21st November at 5.30pm in Broad
Street. More details of this event will be published in the press nearer the time, so
look out for this and for the various posters around the town telling you what is
happening and where.




Twinning Visits—Plouay 2008
Bad Neustadt 2009

A visit from residents of our twin town in France (Plouay) is planned for October
this year, from 24th to 31st October inclusive. If anyone is interested in hosting any
of our guests please contact the Town Hall for more information. At the time of writ-
ing final arrangements have yet to be made but an indication of people who are
prepared to help with this visit would be much appreciated.

2009 is the 30th Anniversary of Pershore’s twinning with Bad Neustadt. As part of
these celebrations, a group of visitors are hoping to travel to Bad Neustadt in early
May with guests from Bad Neustadt coming to Pershore in late August. If anyone is
interested in becoming involved with either of these visits, as a host or to travel to
Germany, please let the Town Clerk know as soon as possible.

Travel arrangements will need to be made before the end of November although at
present it is not certain whether it will be by coach or plane.




Pershore Town Local Policing Team

PC John Hunter CSO Ryan Payne
Local Policing Officer

The above officers are responsible for the day to day policing of Per-
shore Town. They can be contacted in the following ways:-
Visit us at:

Pershore Police Station

Queen Elizabeth Drive

Pershore

WR10 1PT

Tel. 01905 338725

Email:- pershoretown.Ipt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

To report a crime or incident call 08457 444888 and  in an
emergency call 999.

New CSO

| am pleased to inform you that a new CSO has arrived to replace Simon Timbrell
who left a while ago. His Name is Andrew Russell and you will see him about the
town. | will let you know more details in due course. | am sure you will make him as
welcome as you have all the rest of the team.

Neighbourhood Watch?

The function of Neighbourhood Watch is to bring together the responsible mem-
bers of local communities in partnership with the police and other agencies to re-
duce and deter crime.

It is the co-operative effort of our Neighbourhood Watch members that is so impor-
tant. Obviously our society cannot afford to have a police officer stationed on
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every street corner 24 hours a day. Consequently, much of the work done by police
has to be responsive — they are not usually called until after the event. This is
where Neighbourhood Watch comes in. Neighbourhood Watch members are
usually in a better position than police to notice unusual activity. Even the Local
Police Officer is unlikely to spot the stranger in the street. But local people will,
especially in one of the more active and established Neighbourhood Watch areas

A Neighbourhood Watch scheme consists of a scheme co-ordinator (a member of
the public who agrees to act as the focal point of the group) and a number of
members. The role of Neighbourhood Watch scheme Co-ordinator is not an
onerous one, and requires little of your time.

How can | get involved?

If you are interested in starting a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in your area or
joining an established one, and would like to know more. Contact Adrian Symonds
(the Police Neighbourhood Watch Administrator for South Worcestershire) on
01905 331046 (or email adrian.symonds@westmercia.pnn.police.uk).

P.C. John Hunter, Local Policing Officer, West Mercia Police

PARTNERS AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

The last PACT meeting held in July raised a number of issues again. There were
also, at the request of the previous meeting, speakers on how to complain about
dog fouling and how to buy the new anti theft weapon—"Smartwater”. There is
more about both of these issues in this newsletter.

The next PACT meeting is on Tuesday 14th October. At 7.30pm at the Town Hall.
Why not come along and get the answers to the issues raised at the last meeting
and raise issues that concern you. The panel consists of a members of each
Council in the area, Town, District and County as well as representatives from the
Police so between them someone should be in a position to take up anything that
you raise.




YVW

YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
WYCHAVON

HAVE FUN AND GET vINVOLVED!

YVW (Youth Volunteering in Wychavon)  recently launched an exciting competi-
tion to kick-start its community project to recruit enthusiastic young people into a
wide range of volunteering activities over the next two years. Young people aged
16-25 who live, work or study in Wychavon were invited to form a team, take a set
of photographs inspired by the v logo using a mobile phone or digital camera, and
submit the photos to the project by 8" September. Prizes for this project will be
awarded for the best photo in each category with a prize of vouchers to the value of
£100 for the overall winner.

Project Manager Kate Walton says “We wanted the challenge to be a fun experi-
ence for everyone who took part, and the competition also helped us to create ex-
citing publicity material to recruit young volunteers. Volunteering is a great way to
meet new people, try something different, learn useful skills and give something
back to your community.”

The winners will be announced at a YVW open event on Saturday 13" September
in the Riverside Centre, Pershore, which will include a pig roast and entertainment
as well as an exhibition of all the entries.

Contact Alex Walls on 01386 556080 or email admin@pershorevolunteers.org for
more information.

Youth Volunteering in Wychavon (YvW) is a partnership between Droitwich Spa & Rural
Council for Voluntary Service, Evesham Volunteer Centre and Pershore Volunteer Cen-
tre. They are 3 well-established organisations providing infrastructure services to local
voluntary and community groups and a wide range of direct services to groups and indi-
viduals through project work..

YVW is one of 152 projects across the country supported by v, the youth volunteering
charity and has been awarded £150000 over 3 years. The project aims to get 280 young
people aged 16-25 engaged in a wide range of activities to help raise awareness of rural
Issues and to improve integration and communication within our rural communities.

v is the youth volunteering charity launched in May 2006 to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Russell Commission, and inspire a new generation of young volunteers in
England aged 16-25.

To find out more about v visit the charity’s website www.wearev.com. To find out about
volunteering opportunities in your area visit v's portal for young people
www.vinspired.com




PERSHORE RIVERSIDE YOUTH CENTRE

The Summer Programme

This is proving highly successful. Approximately 50 young people have been at-
tending the 9 to 13 year old day each Thursday. Activities have included canoeing,
fishing, archery, football, ultimate Frisbee and golf as well as the normal Club ac-
tivities. “Away Days” have been arranged to visit Laser Quest and to do go-karting.

The 13+ group has been meeting on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday doing simi-
lar activities but also drama and music sessions in the new Techno Centre. “Away
Days” (on Friday) have included go-karting, paintballing and visits to the Liverpool
City of Culture, Alton Towers and Dudley Zoo. No wonder the Programme is so
popular with the young people!

The Trustees wish to thank Wychavon Market Town Partnership and Worcester
County Council Extended Services for providing the funding to offer this excellent
range of activities.

Following the end of the Programme the normal Club meetings will return in the
middle of September with the 9 to 13 year olds meeting on Monday evenings and
the 13+ club on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays. An arts programme is
planned for the half term break.

The Techno Centre (Music Room)

This is now fully equipped with Guitars, electric drums and recording equipment. It
Is therefore available not only for the young people to practice but also acts as a
recording studio enabling the production of demo CDs and recordings which can
be published online.

For further information on any of the above, the Centre in general, or if you would
like to volunteer to help with activities at the Centre please contact:- Alex Mellor,
PRYC, King Georges Way, Pershore WR10 1QU. Tel:- 01386 554713.

E-mail:- alex.mellor@pershoreyouth.orqg.uk

OR visit our website:- www.pershoreyouth.org.uk

Chris Smith, Pershore Riverside Youth Centre Trustee
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PERSHORE'S HERITAGE CENTRE.
Town Hall, High Street, Pershore.
Visit the fascinating displays of the Town's history.
Admission is free.
OPEN EASTER to OCTOBER Wed to Sat 10.30 — 3.30
NOW also Tues 10.30 — 1.00

LOCAL EXHIBITIONS
All Volunteers Welcome Contact:
Tony Wittenberg 01386 554318 Marion Freeman 01386 552482
TALKS PROGRAMME 2008/9

MEETINGS AT WULSTAN HALL, PRIEST LANE.
First Thursday 7.30 pm
Sep 4th Captain Swing and Pershore Bad Boys Dr J Maynard
Oct 2nd Life in the Trenches. Paul Harding
Nov 6th Boundaries, Hedges and Walls. Richard Churchley
Dec 4th History through the Letter Box. Ralph Richardson
www.visitpershore.co.uk. Admission for non-membe rs just £1.

Useful numbers

Town Hall 01386 561561
Pavements and Potholes 01905 768342
Wychavon District Council 01386 565000
Wychavon Planning Enquires 01386 565565
Hill & Moor Waste Site 01386 861434
Street Light report line 0800 137 352

Visitor Information Centre 01386 556591
Worcestershire County Council 01905 763763
Pershore Leisure Centre 01386 552346
Severn Trent Water 0800 783 4444
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Environment Agency 08459 333 111
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BEN JAMES

CARPETS
A FAST, FRIENDLY,
FAMILY SERVICE
20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
127, LONDON ROAD, WORCESTER
01905 352235
27, OLD STREET, UPTON
01684 593380
2, BRIDGE STREET,
PERSHORE
01386 556488

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE QUOTE

Doqg Fouling

The government estimates that there are around 6.5 million dogs in the UK.
Each day they produce hundreds of tonnes of dog mess.

Much of this is left on footpaths and playing fields, at best it can cover shoes and
clothes and at worst can lead to blindness due to an infection called Toxocaria
Canis (children playing on grassland are particularly vulnerable to this disease).

We have designated land under The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996. The des-
ignated land includes roads, footpaths, school playing fields, sports fields and
parks.

It is an offence for a dog owner not to clean up after their dog in these areas.
Owners who do not do so can be prosecuted and fined up to £1000. It is no de-
fence to claim ignorance of the dog’s actions.

Solutions for dog owners:
If you have a garden, encourage your dog to ‘go’ there. You can then bury the
mess or alternatively clean it up, bag it and bin it.

If you walk your dog, always carry the means to clear up after it. A simple plas-
tic bag will do the trick or you can obtain poop scoops cheaply from a pet shop.
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Keep a bag or poop scoop with your dog’s lead so you won't forget to take
it with you when you walk your pet.

Special dog poop bags are available free from WDC one-stop shops.

Every time your dog fouls "bag it and bin it" Use the special dog-waste bins
provided by WDC or take the poop scoop home and dispose of the mess
there. (We have already installed some 60 dog-waste bins in the area with
more on the way.) Remember — rain won'’t wash the problem away.

Never let your dog out alone to "go to the loo" — apart from the mess, your

unsupervised pet could cause a road accident, for which you could be held
legally liable.

It is every dog owner’s duty to clean up after thei r dog.

Penalties:

Our Dog Wardens are authorised to issue £50 "on the spot” fines to offend-
ing dog owners. Over 30 have been issued so far.

Be a responsible dog owner. There are no excuses - fouling is unac-
ceptable!

If you wish to make a complaint:

We respond to complaints from people who have a dog fouling problem
and try and resolve matters by educating rather than prosecuting.

Please contact us with details of where the problem is occurring, how regu-
larly, the most likely time to catch the offender and who the offender is, if
you know.

If we know the offender we will first send them a warning letter informing
them that we have received a complaint.

The offender would be given advice and informed that if they continue to let
their dog foul without picking up then they could be prosecuted.

The complainants’ details are kept strictly confidential.

If we don’t know who the offender is then we can carry out patrols in the
area, however it is often difficult to catch people. We may also arrange for
"No Fouling" signs to be erected in the area to act as a deterrent.

Call 01386 565015

Wychavon District Council
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Avon Meadows Community Wetland

Following the Community Consultation on the
Master Plan for Avon Meadows, there has been general positive sup-
port for the principles of the design and agreement that the proposal
should be progressed subject to weather and ground conditions, in the late sum-
mer.

It was also agreed that the tree works at the rear of Cherry Orchard would be under
way as soon as the appointed contractor could access the area. The comprehen-
sive ditch works will be carried out as part of the programme of groundworks.

Assuming that Planning Permission is received it is hoped that the contract will
have been let by the date of this newsletter and residents whose property borders
the meadows will have been advised of the proposed start date.

A public meeting will be held at the time that the works on the Meadows begin and
it is also hoped to explore the idea of civic representatives being involved at the
start of the works.

It is intended to keep residents in the town involved in this project and the Commu-
nity Wetland Partnership will be actively pursuing the expressions of interest from
the local community for the forming of a local group whose involvement could
range from wardening to wildlife recording to getting involved in some of the on site
works. It is also hoped to identify a range of projects that the wider community, in-
cluding school children, could be actively involved in such as reedbed planting and
‘disguising’ the pipeline.

So keep your eye on what is happening at the Meadows and look forward to some
exciting developments.

Christmas Farmers Market

Don’t forget the Annual Christ-
mas Farmers Market will take
place on Sunday 21st Decem-
ber. An ideal opportunity to stock
up ready for Christmas. It is also
hoped that a large number of
shops and the market will open
that day giving residents and
visitors alike a wide variety of
choice. You might even find a
few last minute gifts!
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Pershore College

As the new academic year starts it's an exciting time for
Pershore College which is welcoming a new Head of
Horticulture and looking forward to new and improved

facilities.

The college has a national reputation for its horticulture ‘brand’, and the department
has been headed by Dave Feaver for 33 years. The new Head of Horticulture for
Pershore College and Warwickshire College’s Moreton Morrell Centre is Tony

Davies who held the same role at Sparsholt College, Hampshire.

Tony said: “It is an exciting opportunity and | am very much looking forward to
working with the experienced, very knowledgeable and highly qualified staff at
Pershore, Moreton Morrell and the Kings Heath Centre
in Birmingham.”
Tony is keen to attract young people into horticulture.
He said: “I am very keen to involve as many schools as
possible in our new schools programme to raise

awareness of the importance of our industry. “

Over the summer, out-of-date glasshouses have been
demolished, and 800 square metres of hi-tech
glasshouses to better meet the needs of learners and industry are being

constructed.

Plans are being finalised for a spectacular new front for the campus, including a

tropical house, reception, laboratories, floristry facilities and design studios.

Wychavon Festival of Brass

This contest will be held on Sunday 21st September at Pershore High School and
Number 8 with bands performing from 10.00am until 10.00pm in both venues.

Tickets are available from Blue in Broad Street and are £6 if bought before the day
which covers access to all 63 bands. A shuttle bus will be operating between Num-
ber 8 and the High School all day.
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Visitors from Zambia

Members of staff from Zambia, Olipa Nakawala and Richard Musonda from Lubuto
High School and Louis Malama and Evelyn Chipatela from Kanshenshi Basic
School, have been staying with staff from Pershore High School and St Nicholas
Middle School, Pinvin.

Pictured on a recent visit to County Hall, from left to right:

Louis Malama, Olipa Nakawala, Councillor Alwyn Davies (Chairman of Worcester-
shire County Council), Evelyn Chipatela and Richard Musonda.

For further information contact Clive Corbett, Headteacher at Pershore High School

Published by:-

Pershore Town Council, Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore, WR10 1DS
Town Clerk— Mrs Ann Dobbins A.C.I1.B.

Tel: 01386 561561, Fax 01386 561996

Email: townclerk@pershore-tc.gov.uk

Front cover photograph © Mrs Jan Parsons
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PNJ Property
Services Ltd

Professional Project
Management for the
construction industry

01905 841438
07753 821826

All Domestic/Commercial and Retail
Building works undertaken
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