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Welcome   
Welcome to the summer edition of the Town Council Newsletter, as usual full of 
news of what local organisations have been up to over the past few months. 

A summary of the Council’s finances and Annual Report are in the centre pages. 
Don’t forget this is your Council and your money—If you need more detailed 
information you can pick up a copy of the report in the Library or from the Town 
Hall or you can see a more detailed set of financial accounts by calling at the 
Town Hall and requesting a copy. 

Also, please remember that you are welcome to attend all Council and Committee 
meetings to ask anything you wish about what the Council has done or is 
intending to do and listen to the way decisions are made. You would be most 
welcome and meeting dates are on page 5. If you would like to have an article 
included in the next newsletter, or would like an advertisement please contact the 
Town Clerk at the address on page 12.  Deadline for the Autumn issue is 14th 
August. 

As I am sure you are all aware, the Town Council elected their new Mayor in May. 
This is Cllr Chris Parsons M.B.E. and in his address at the Annual Meeting he had 
some interesting ideas for the Council to consider. There will be more details 
about these once the Town Council has had an opportunity to debate them but 
see below for an outline of what was said at the Annual Meeting. 

Ann Dobbins, Town Clerk 

A message from the Mayor 
 

As we start a new Council term I feel that Pershore should try to forget the disrup-
tion of the past few years and try to look forward to a bright future.  All cities and 
towns throughout the country are suffering from the economic depression and 
Pershore is no exception; but let’s remember how much this town has to offer with 
its Leisure Centre, Riverside Youth Centre, new Hospital and Medical Centre, 
Number 8, a programme of events taking place throughout the year, a refurbished 
Town Centre and individual traders.  Soon we will have Asda, a major new store, 
opening in our town which shows a tremendous vote of confidence in Pershore 
and will bring more shoppers into town to the benefit of our High Street. 

The Town Council will also be considering new ideas, one of which will be the for-
mation of a Youth Council where the young people of our town will be able to 
voice their concerns and, in liaison with the Town Council, hopefully help to make 
Pershore an even better place to live.  Pershore Town Council was the first Coun-
cil in Worcestershire to achieve Quality Status, this was no mean feat.  Now the 
Council will be considering achieving other accolades during the coming year to 
continue to provide the best possible service to its residents. 
 

 Councillor Chris Parsons M.B.E. 

Town Mayor 
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As part of this year's Pershore in Bloom pro-
ject, a Best Front Garden Competition is being 
organized, judging to take place the first week 
in August and presentation of certificates in 
September,  when photos of the winning gar-
dens will be shown. 

Severn Waste has kindly donated 70 bags of recycled compost, one for each en-
trant and these can be collected from Mill Lane Nursery, Mill Lane, Drakes 
Broughton tel:01905 841650 on a first come, first served basis. 

If you are interested in entering please leave your name, address and contact de-
tails at the Visitor Information Centre in the Town Hall or contact Val Wood on 
01386 554235, latest date for entry 25th July. 

WHO ARE YOUR COUNCILLORS? 

Cllr  C Parsons M.B.E.  (Mayor) 561561 

Cllr G Amphlett   553215 Cllr T Rose   550194 

Cllr J Daniels   561561 Cllr K Rowe  554279   

Cllr J Grantham M.B.E.  553369 Cllr M Rowe  554279 

Cllr D Hughes    561561 Cllr D Shaw  553605 

Cllr G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E. 552547 Cllr C Smith  556167 

Cllr P Merry  . 554653 Cllr C Tucker  462441 

Cllr J Palfrey   561561 Cllr V Wood  554235  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All  councillors can also be contacted through the Town Hall on the telephone 
number or  email address at the back of this newsletter. 
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MEETINGS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OR COMMITTEES 

June to September 
June 

18th  Planning Committee 

18th  Town Council 

 July    

2nd  Planning Committee 

2nd  Amenities & Environment 

6th  Tourism & Twinning Committee 

16th  Planning Committee 

16th  Town Council 

 Aug    

5th  Cemetery Committee 

6th              Planning Committee 

6th              Finance & Property Committee 

 Sept    

3rd             Planning Committee 

3rd             Amenities & Environment 

7th             Tourism & Twinning Committee 

10th           Planning Committee  

10th          Town Council 

Medieval Carnival 
Spring Bank Holiday Monday saw Pershore’s 
first Medieval Carnival and people came and 
took part in their thousands. A medieval arena 
with falconry and knights in shining armour 
entertained the crowds all afternoon. The Car-
nival started with the procession with floats, 
marching bands and the Carnival Princess 
leading the way in a horse and carriage. 
Great fun was had by all and it was good to 
see so many people entering into the spirit of 
the event and dressing in medieval costume, 
including the Mayor and Mayoress pictured 
with the Princess drawing the raffle. If you  
would like to get involved in organising next year’s event please contact Ann Dob-
bins at the Town Hall, details on page 12. 
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Pershore Town Local Policing Team  
 

   

      

 

 

 

 

          PC John Hunter               CSO Andrew R ussell 

                        Local Policing Officer   

    

The above officers are responsible for the day to day policing of Pershore Town.  
They can be contacted in the following ways: 

 Visit us at: 

 Pershore Police Station 

Queen Elizabeth drive 

Pershore 

WR10 1PT 

 Telephone 01905 338725 

 Email pershoretown.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 

 To report a crime or incident call 0300 333 3000 and in an emergency call 999 

 

 

 

The next PACT meeting is to be held at the Town Hall in Pershore on Tuesday 14th 
July 2009. 

 

Inspector Sean Kent  

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Inspector Sean Kent, 
and as from 2nd April I have taken over responsibility for Local Policing within the 
Wychavon District from Inspector Steve Brooker. Steve has retired from the police 
after almost forty years service. It is a great honour for me to be appointed to this 
role, and following the lead that Steve has set will be a challenge. I will be working 
out of the police station at Pershore. I have nearly twenty years policing experi-
ence, having joined West Mercia Constabulary in 1990. During my service I have  

 

PARTNERS AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER  
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been involved in delivering local policing in a number of towns 
across Worcestershire.  My previous posting was as head of 
the Custody and Justice Department at Worcester. 

During the course of the year I will be working with your local 
policing team,  building upon our community engagement 
work and delivering on our commitments outlined in the Polic-
ing Pledge. You can find details of this in a number of loca-
tions. As well as being displayed in public areas of police sta-
tions, it is also accessible on the West Mercia Police website.              
(www.westmercia.police.uk)  

 The Pledge seeks to describe in words the service that the community can ex-
pect from their police team. Presented as a document the Pledge is quite compre-
hensive - although as a “solemn promise” somewhat wordy. However, I am aware 
that words are meaningless if not supported by actions. To this end my role is to 
ensure that your local policing team have the appropriate resources and support 
to deliver on the Pledge for you.  

 A large element of the Pledge concerns Community engagement and consulta-
tion. It is my intention to attend a fair representation of PACT and community 
meetings across the Wychavon district over the course of the year. This will be in 
addition to attendance by officers of the local team, and will provide me with the 
opportunity to hear your concerns directly.  

 In addition, I can be e-mailed off the local policing link of the West Mercia web-
site. I look forward to working for you.  
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Twinning - Visit to Bad Neustadt April/May 2009 

 
A large contingent of local residents travelled to Bad Neustadt at the end of April for 
5 days of a hectic whirl of activities to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Pershore’s 
twinning with this lovely town in Bavaria. 

Hospitality when we go to Bad Neustadt is second to none and although there were 
a number of formal civic events to attend, it was also good to spend time with 
friends, old and new, and see more of the area. A day was spent in Erfurt, at one 
time in East Germany and for those who had travelled to Bad Neustadt before the 
border was opened, this was a very interesting excursion. 

A return visit has been planned for the end of August over the Plum Fayre weekend 
and it is already confirmed that at least 44 people will be coming. Although all those 
who travelled to Germany in April will be hosting, we still need to find more people 
prepared to accommodate some of our visitors and if you feel able to help in this 
way, please call at the Town Hall and let them know.  

Plans are already being made to entertain our guests while they are here and we 
can guarantee a good time  

Cover story—Pershore Plum Festival 
 

This year’s Plum Festival takes place over the 
whole of August culminating in the Plum Fayre on 
August Bank Holiday Monday. 

The Festival kicks off with the crowning of the Plum 
Princess on Saturday 1st August and there are 
plum related activities for the whole month. A Plum 
Festival Treasure Trail is available to look for clues t o 
find out who stole the missing plum tart! The treas-
ure is a meal for two at the Angel Hotel in Pershore! 

A new addition to the Plum Fayre Day is “Plum Alley, situated in Chapman Court 
where everything plum related can be bought including plum soap, sausages, cake 
and of course the plum itself! 

In addition the day will include monks tours, Abbey tower tours, bell ringing, teddy 
parachuting , Farmers Market, go karts, exhibitions, craft fairs, dancers and musi-
cians and everything you need to have a fun packed day! 

The Angel Hotel is hoping to hold a riverside gardens beer festival from 29th to 
31st August with pig roast, music and a firework display on the Sunday evening in 
conjunction with Browns Ironmongers. Boat trips from King George’s Field and a 
plum theme mean  that the bank holiday weekend will have something for every-
one—all that is needed now is some dry weather!  
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PERSHORE FLOWER CLUB 
 

 COME, RELAX, WATCH THE EXPERT AND GET INSPIRED. 

 

Pershore Flower Club meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month with the exception of August and December in Peopleton Village Hall.  

 

If you would like a night out why not come along to one of our meetings and see 
what you could do? 

 

Doors open at 7.00pm and the demonstration starts at 7.30pm. We raffle the flow-
ers after the demonstration and have a sales table to enable you to buy anything 
you need for your arrangements. 
 

Tea and coffee is available at the beginning of the meeting which gives you the 
chance to meet other people and make friends. 
 

Why not come along and give it a try—you have nothing to lose and may find you 
have the chance to unlock your hidden talents! Everyone is welcome! 
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Pershore 
      

Joan wishes to thank all her 
customers of the last 6 

years. 
She also appreciates the 

many good wishes she has 
had for her retirement in the 

summer�
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Your Library at Home                        
The 24 Hours Library  

Did you know you can use the Libraries website at h ome? 

You can:- 

· Join the Library  

· Reserve books  

· Renew books  

· Book a computer  

· Use a large number of online reference tools, inclu ding Encyclopaedia Bri-
tannica, Who’s Who, Oxford English Dictionary, Brit ish Standards and many 
more  

· Find and read newspapers online  

· Find local clubs and societies  

And much, much more! 

 www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries 

 For further information please contact  

Pershore Library, Church Street, WR10 1DT 

  

 

Pershore Town Council Annual Report 

 

  
The Town Council Annual meeting, held on 14th May, gave the opportunity for the 
Council to approve their Annual Report which is now available in full at Pershore 
Library and the Town Hall. 

Cllr Rowe, the Town Mayor for the year ended May 2009, reports on the activities 
of the Council and you will also find information about what the Council owns, con-
trols and manages. You will also see the Council’s responsibilities and this will 
hopefully give everyone some idea of what we at the Town Hall actually do! 

All Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and there is a session 
at the start of every meeting when members of the public may speak and address 
the Council. If the Town Clerk is given at least a week’s notice before the meeting, 
your concern can be put on the agenda so that members can debate the issue 
while you are present—that way you get to hear what they think and what decision 
is made. Date of all meetings for the coming year are in the Annual report and 
available on the notice board in the walkway. 
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Please see below a chart showing the Town Council’s income and expenditure for 
the year ended 31st March 2009. You can see here a guide to how your money 
has been spent but if you would like a more detailed set of accounts please call 
into the Town Hall where you can either look through them free of charge or take a 
copy away for the cost of the photocopying. 

Any queries should be addressed to the Town Clerk. 

Pershore Town Council Expenditure  £283,625   

Running Costs
30%

Cemetery
14%

Floral Displays
4%

Christmas 
Lights

7%

Grants
6%

Administration
7%

Civic Expenses
4%

Staff Costs
28%

Tourism

Pershore Town Council Income - £277,273

Floral Displays
2%

Information 
Centre

Miscellaneous
1%

Other Rents
1%

Cemetery
7%

Grants

Newsletter
1%

Precept
51%

Lengthsman
1%

Twinning
2%

Insurance 
claims

5%

Hire of Town 
Hall
4%

Allotment 
Rents

1%

Investment 
Income

24%
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Published by:- 
Pershore Town Council, Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore, WR10 1DS 

Town Clerk— Mrs Ann Dobbins A.C.I.B. 

Tel:     01386 561561, Fax 01386 561996 

Email:    townclerk@pershore-tc.gov.uk 

 

Useful numbers 
 

Town Hall      01386 561561 

Pavements and Potholes   01905 768342 

Wychavon District Council   01386 565000 

Wychavon Planning Enquires  01386 565565 

Hill & Moor Waste Site    01386 861434 

Street Light report line    0800 137 352 

Visitor Information Centre   01386 556591 

Dog Fouling     01386 565015 

PERSHORE'S HERITAGE CENTRE. 
 

Town Hall, High Street, Pershore. 

Visit the fascinating displays of the Town's history. 

Admission is free. 

OPEN EASTER to OCTOBER Wed to Sat 10.30 – 3.30 

NOW also Tues 10.30 – 1.00 

 LOCAL EXHIBITIONS 

                    All Volunteers Welcome   Contact: 
   Tony  Wittenberg  01386 554318   Marion  Freeman  01386 552482           

www.pershoreheritage.co.uk 

  TALKS PROGRAMME 2009 

MEETINGS AT WULSTAN HALL, PRIEST LANE. 

First Thursday 7.30 pm  

 June 4th Spouts and Fountains of Malvern Hills. Cora Weaver. 

 Aug.5th Visit to Alcester 

 Sep 3rd. Looking for Uncle Albert. Margaret Tohill. 

     www.visitpershore.co.uk.    Admission for non-members just £1. 
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BEN JAMES  
CARPETS 

A FAST, FRIENDLY,  
FAMILY SERVICE 

20 YEARS  
EXPERIENCE 

127, LONDON ROAD, WORCESTER 

01905 352235 

27, OLD STREET, UPTON 

01684 593380 

2, BRIDGE STREET,  

PERSHORE 

01386 556488 

CALL NOW FOR A  
FREE QUOTE 

 

 

            Red Kite 
             Pest Control 

&  

Wildlife Management 
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 For all your local Pest Control requirements ~ BPCA and NPTA Qualified 

NPTA & UKPCO member 
 

  

  Humane,  Environmentally responsible methods  

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 
 

 All   INSECT ~  RODENT  ~  WILDLIFE    Pests 
 

 Free Advice ~ Free Initial Survey ~ Free no obligation Quotations 

Specialized Trapping Service ~ Pest Prevention  
 

  Telephone Andy Staples   07977 044987 / 01886 832730 
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Pershore is a Fairtrade town!! 

 
Pershore achieved official Fairtrade status during 2008, thanks to an enthusiastic 
Fairtrade Steering Group, and very positive support from traders and employers in 
the town.  A directory of local Fairtrade outlets will shortly be distributed to Per-
shore households.  To ensure that this prestigious status can be renewed, there is 
now an urgent need for new participants to join the steering group.   

Please ask at the Town Hall, or contact the Council's representative, David Shaw 
 

 

 

 

The Wychavon Challenge  
On Sunday 10th May 2009 eight members of West Mercia Police (Wychavon 
area), set off for an epic journey on their police mountain bikes. The team con-
sisted of the following members: CSO Andy Russell, CSO Simon Williams, CSO 
Alex Fogwill, PC Gary Shepheard, PC John Hunter, PC Kenneth Hawkins, SGT 
Phil Stayte and Insp Steve Brooker.  The challenge was to complete a 100mile 
bike ride around the Worcestershire area stopping at: Upton, Malvern, Worcester, 
Droitwich, Hindlip Hall Police HQ, Evesham, Broadway, Bredon, and the long way 
back to Pershore Police station via St Peters Garden Centre.   

 The team set off from Pershore Police Station at 07:30 hours on a clear, 
crisp morning, expecting to complete the incredible task in less than twelve hours. 
At 16:45 after a gruelling nine and quarter hours, which included many ups and 
downs and only one puncture, the team rolled heroically into the welcoming gates 
of Pershore Police Station. The feat had been completed within the expected time 
frame in an average speed of 14mph. 

 All of the Wychavon team would like to thank those that have supported 
them and help raise approximately £1000 for the worthwhile Help for Heroes char-
ity. If anybody else would like to sponsor them please visit the fundraising website 
www.justgiving.com/simonwilliams44 or alternatively, there is a charity tin located 
in the front counter of Pershore Police Station.          

Pershore Country Markets 
Held at the Town Hall most Saturdays—see below 

June 20th and 27th 

July 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 

August 8th, 15th and 22nd 

September 16th and 26th 
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PERSHORE RIVERSIDE YOUTH CENTRE 

 

 OPEN DAY 20th June 2009 

 

The Pershore Riverside Centre will be opening its doors 
on 20th June from 11am to 3.30pm so come and see and 
possibly try out the great facilities available to the young 
people of Pershore and the surrounding villages - TV 
room, internet café, PS3, Wii, table tennis, pool table, recording studio with elec-
tronic drums and guitars and a kitchen.  There are also rooms including a hall that 
can be hired out to other organisations.  There will be activities taking place during 
the day 

�  Trustees and Club members will be available all day to provide information 

�  From 12 to 2pm Family taster canoe sessions 

Duck race to help raise funds for the Centre.  Ducks will be released on to the 
River at 3pm.  Tickets, which can be bought now,  cost £1 and will also be avail-
able on the day.  The ticket holder of the winning duck will receive a 1st prize of 
£100, 2nd prize is £50 and 3rd prize £30.  Prizes are generously sponsored by 
Thomson & Bancks LLP Solicitors and Pershore High School. 

The Centre is located in King George’s Way just past the Leisure Centre and cer-
tainly worth the walk to see what is on offer 
 

 SUMMER ACTIVITY PROGRAMME 

Bookings are now being taken for the summer activities at the Centre.  The Pro-
gramme includes music (mixing, electric drums and guitars etc); arts and drama; 
sports (basketball, football, frisbee, archery, hockey;); water sports (canoeing , 
fishing and bellboating) and away trips e.g. Alton Towers and go-karting 

The 9 to 13 year group will meet every Thursday 10am to 4pm and the 13+ Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday 12 to 3.30pm with an away trip each Friday.  Fur-
ther details are available on the website www.pershoreyouth.org.uk 

Don’t miss out – book early.  Places are limited 

For further information please contact:- 

Alex Mellor, PRYC, King George’s Way, Pershore, WR10 2JD.  Tel:01386 554713.  
Email:alex.mellor@pershoreyouth.org.uk 
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 Pershore Link with Zambian Schools 
 

 Three members of staff from Pershore High School recently embarked on a visit to 
Ndola, Zambia to work with our link school.  Ian James, Kathleen Owen and Liz 
Smart travelled to Zambia at the end of March.  The visit was  aimed at increasing 
the cultural awareness of young people, their families and staff whilst trying to 
understand and disseminate issues relating to diversity, peace and conflict, 
sustainable development and values and perceptions.   

 

 Our staff took various donations with them to Zambia, including sports equipment 
which was donated to Lubuto High School.  Donated art materials were used to 
make a superb display of images uniting students from different continents and 
ingredients were taken over to make Easter nests with the students.   During the 
stay, formal courtesy visits were made to the District and Provincial Education 
Officers and the Mayor of Ndola.   

 

 The High School will be able to reciprocate the warm welcome extended to them 
when 9 students and 2 teachers from Zambia will visit Pershore during 23rd June 
and 8th July.  This visit has been made possible by the fund raising efforts of Year 
13 students and members of staff.  Pershore Rotary Club has also made a kind 
donation which will enable our Zambian guests to visit London. 

 

 
 

 If you would like further information on Pershore High School’s Zambia link, 
please contact Ian James at ij@pershore.worcs.sch.uk  

Presentation Evening 
 

 Pershore High School will host this year's presentation evening on 25th June at 
7.00 pm.  Students' achievements are recognised during the evening and trophies 
and awards are kindly sponsored by local businesses and families. 
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 Baha’is Art and Craft Classes 
 

These classes are based on virtues since 
January and have proved a great success with 
the 5—10 year olds.  

 
The classes run on the second Saturday of 
every month and have a regular group of 

children attending with occasional visitors from other towns. The virtues covered 
include “truthfulness, forgiveness and friendliness. The children particularly 
enjoyed “kindness to animals” because the week before they had a “meet the 
animals” Ridvan party where they were able to meet and handle snakes, lizards, 
tortoises, chinchillas, a baby rabbit and a MONSTER rabbit! The mums and grans 
were a little horrified at times but the children learned a lot about how to care for 
animals. Hopefully, the insights were not forgotten when they took home tadpoles 
the next week! The last class for the summer  term is Saturday June 13th based 
on “steadfastness”. Next terms classes start on September 12th. 
 
There have been requests for the classes to increase, so there will be a 
consultation with the parents to decide how, when and where junior youth (9—12 
year olds) classes—based on discovering the true self—can be held. They will 
start in September. The younger age group (4—6 year olds) may also start if there 
is enough support in the community. All the classes are based on developing unity 
and a desire to serve humanity. If you wish to know more, see the class in action 
or come to the parents’ meeting, look for the adverts in town or please contact 
Lindsay or Adam Thorne on 01386 553831. 
 
 
Finally the Baha’i group would like to thank the Town Council for supporting the 
project for the coming year through its local grant scheme. 

Pershore Art and Photography Show 
 

The Pershore Art & Photography Show will be held in Pershore 
Town Hall and St. Andrews Hall on Saturday 1st August.  Sched-
ules are now available from the Visitor Information Centre, Blue in 
Broad Street and Pershore Library or can be seen on the website 
www.pershoreartshow.co.uk 

There’s a wide choice of subjects in both art and photography and there should be 
something to suit everyone so get painting or clicking (or both!). If you need any 
further information please contact either Val Wood (01386 554235) or Jackie Lud-
low (01386 555232). 
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