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Welcome

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Town Council Newsletter.
Hopefully by now you will have heard that the Council has, at long last, a
website. You can find out all about what the Council does, read the
minutes of meetings and contact the Town Hall direct via email. If there
IS anything you think we may have missed out please let us know as we
are constantly updating the site and want to make it as useful to
residents as possible.

We also hope that you like the Christmas Lights. These were chosen by
residents and we will now keep these for the next three years when an
opportunity will be given to have them replaced with something different.

| hope you enjoy this edition and may | take this opportunity of wishing
you and your family a very happy Christmas.

Ann Dobbins Town Clerk

From the Town Mayor

| love Christmas. | enjoy everything that is good about Christmas. Pershore is so
fortunate that we can celebrate here without the over the top features of city life.

We are offered so much at Christmas through our churches,celebrations, school
Christmas plays, carol services and parties. Many organisations will also be hold-
ing parties and lots of you will be going to see relatives and friends, or having them
round for a get together. This is all part of Christmas today.

Pershore’s Christmas lights will look good this year and The Tree of Lights will
again be in Broad Street giving you an opportunity to remember a loved one. It also
helps a Rotary charity. You will find a form to complete on page 12 in this Newslet-
ter. The crib will also be in Broad Street again this year so why not take the chil-
dren along to see it?

As Mayor and Mayoress, Margaret and | will be going to many events in the weeks
prior to Christmas, finishing with a visit, as others have done before us, to the
Heathlands Care Home on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day we will attend the
Abbey, followed by a visit to Pershore’s new Cottage Hospital.

May |, on behalf of the Mayoress and myself, wish you and all your families a very
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Councillor Ken Rowe




Christmas Lights

Hopefully residents will be pleased with the Christmas Lights this

year. The Council has worked very hard to get at least some of

the festoons back across the street and the lights on the lamp

posts are those chosen by members of the public at the consulta-

tion held earlier in the year. These lights will be used for the next
three years after which there will be an opportunity to choose something else. The
crib and Christmas Tree (kindly donated again this year by Pershore Rotary Club)
are in Broad Street by popular request and coloured lights are in the trees in St An-
drews Gardens. Hopefully Pershore will show everyone that they have thoroughly
entered into the Christmas festivities.

WHO ARE YOUR COUNCILLORS?

Cllr K Rowe (Mayor) 554279  ClIr C Parsons M.B.E. 561561
Cllir G Amphlett 553215  ClIr T Rose 550194
Clir J Daniels 561561  ClIr M Rowe 554279
Cllr J Grantham M.B.E. 553369  ClIr D Shaw 553605
Clir D Hughes 561561  ClIr C Smith 556167
Clir G.B.M. Hughes M.B.E. 552547 Cllr C Tucker 462441
Clir P Merry : 554653 Cllr V Wood 554235
Clir J Palfrey 561561

All councillors can also be contacted through the Town Hall on the telephone
number or email address at the back of this newsletter.




MEETINGS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OR COMMITTEES

Dec 18" Planning Committee
18" Town Council
Jan 8" Planning Committee
Amenities and Environment Committee
5 Tourism & Twinning Committee
15" Planning Committee
15" Town Council
Feb 4" Joint Burial Committee
5 Planning Committee
5 Finance & Property Committee
19" Planning Committee
19" Town Council
Mar 5" Planning Committee
5t Amenities and Environment Committee
o Tourism & Twinning Committee
19" Planning Committee
19" Full Council

WEB SITE LAUNCH

Pershore Town Council is pleased to announce the launch of its
new web site at www.pershoretowncu

This is something that members have wanted to create for some time and are
pleased that finally they can use yet another way of communicating with
residents.

On the site you can find out everything you want to know about what the Council
does; read minutes of all the meetings; email the Council; book the Town Hall ;
read an online version of the Newsletter and even ask to go on the allotment
waiting list.




Twinning
Plouay

A short visit from our Twin Town of Plouay took place over the

weekend of 25th October and as well as various visits to

local attractions a Civic Reception was held at the Town

Hall to formally welcome our guests. It is hoped that a group

will travel to Plouay next Spring for their Flower Festival and if anyone is interested
in going please contact the Town Clerk.

Bad Neustadt

2009 is the 30th Anniversary of the twinning with Bad Neustadt and various cele-
brations are planned to mark the event. A group from Pershore will be travelling to
Germany from 30th April to 5th May and a reciprocal visit will take place in August
over the Plum Fayre weekend. Places are filling up for the May trip and if anyone
wants to go but has yet to put their name down, please contact the Town Clerk as
soon as possible. Costs will depend upon mode of travel but it is anticipated these
will be available by the time this Newsletter goes to print. If you are also willing to
host some of our guests on their return visit in August, please also let us know.
Many and varied events are planned for these celebrations and it would be good to
see as many people as possible taking part.

PERSHORE FLOWER CLUB

COME, RELAX, WATCH THE EXPERT AND GET INSPIRED.

Pershore Flower Club meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every
month with the exception of August and December in Peopleton Village Hall.

If you would like a night out why not come along to one of our meetings and see
what you could do?

Doors open at 7.00pm and the demonstration starts at 7.30pm. We raffle the flow-
ers after the demonstration and have a sales table to enable you to buy anything
you need for your arrangements.

Tea and coffee is available at the beginning of the meeting which gives you the
chance to meet other people and make friends.

Why not come along and give it a try—you have nothing to lose and may find you
have the chance to unlock your hidden talents! Everyone is welcome!

TRANSITION TOWN

Pershore Town Council has agreed to lead a steering group working towards Per-
shore becoming a “Transition Town”. Watch the Press and this Newsletter for more
information on how to become involved!!




Pershore Town Local Policing Team

PC John Hunter

- _ CSO Andrew Russell CSO Ryan Payne
Local Policing Officer

The above officers are responsible for the day to day policing of Pershore Town.
They can be contacted in the following ways:

Visit us at:

Pershore Police Station
Queen Elizabeth drive
Pershore

WR10 1PT

Telephone 01905 338725

Email pershoretown.Ipt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
To report a crime or incident call 08457 444888 and  in an emergency call 999 .
CSO Andrew Russell, new to the town writes:-

“Before | joined West Mercia Police | worked in a pet shop and for an electricity
company. | have only just started in Pershore but am already getting to know peo-
ple and am sure | will enjoy my time here. In my spare time | play rugby for
Worcester Wanderers and teach Kung Fu and Kickboxing.

Please feel free to stop me and say hello when you see me in the town”.




The Bahd'is in the area recently held their 2" civic reception to celebrate the
birthday of Bah&'u’llah (the founder of the Baha'i Faith) at the Town Hall. The
Mayor and the Deputy-Mayor, with their consorts, attended along with other
dignitaries. The younger members of the Bah&'i community compered and
performed a number of items as well as introducing an unusual duo of accordion
and santour, played by Iranian musicians. The children were much encouraged by
the positive response of the guests. Over the years the Bah&’is have been involved
in a number of community-building projects in Wychavon. Now, they wish to start
offering activities for children in Pershore.

Starting on Sat. January 10" and continuing every 2™ Saturday of each month in
the Town Hall there will be an Art and Craft Activities Class for 5-10 year-old
children running from 10 am — 12 noon. The activities will be based on the Virtues
Project - a programme developed in Canada to help communities recognise and
develop virtues in their everyday life. There will be light refreshments available for
parents and family members. The numbers are limited to 15 children; places will
be allocated on a first come basis. There is no charge for this activity. All staff are
CRB checked and have professional teachers on the team.

The Bah@’is also offer community-building courses for adults and youth and hope
to do so in the Pershore area. If you wish to know more about the class or the
curses contact Mrs. L. Thorne (01386 - 553831).Want to know more about Baha'i?
Go to www.bahai.org.uk

PARTNERS AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

The latest PACT meeting was held in October and the issues raised for investiga-
tion were warning signs for the new 20mph speed limit, the out of line lamp post
outside Number 8 and the “Shop Watch” links to the CCTV camera operators. The
Chairman explained other ongoing items which were being continually monitored
and introduced the new PCSO Andy Russell who gives his first views of the town
in the article on page 7.

The issue of dog fouling was ongoing but it is hoped to have further information
about the number of prosecutions and penalty notices in January.

The next PACT meeting is to be held on Thursday 29th January 2009 at the Town
Hall at 7.30pm. Please come along and have your say.
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PERSHORE MARKET TOWN PARTNERSHIP

In 2002 Pershore was identified as a “Tier Two” Market Town and became a bene-
ficiary of the regeneration programme for England’s Market Towns. The impact of
this was the successful application and subsequent allocation of a grant of
£500,000 from the Regional Regeneration Agency - Advantage West Midlands

It was a requirement of the programme that a Board be established comprising
elected representatives and other, non-elected members drawn from the local vol-
untary sector Consequently, the Pershore Market Town Partnership (PMTP) was
established, to include representatives from the District, Town and County Coun-
cils together with leading voluntary and business organisations in the town includ-
ing, the Chamber of Trade. Pershore High School, Number 8, Pershore and Dis-
trict Voluntary Help Centre, Pershore College, Tourism representation, Country
Land and Business Association, the Civic and Heritage Societies, Community and
Health representatives and the County Association of Local Councils.

More recently, the Pershore Market Town Partnership has been formally recog-
nised and established as the Local Strategic Partnership for Pershore and its hin-
terland and is thus a contributor to the Wychavon District Council Community Plan
and thus to Worcestershire’s Local Area Agreement.

So successful has the Pershore Market Town Partnership (and its sister Evesham
Market Town Partnership) been that, before the initial funds were exhausted, Wy-
chavon District Council decided to continue supporting the initiative by funding the
Market Town Managers’ posts for both enterprises

and providing an annual grant of £30,000 to be

used in the same way as had been established by

the two bodies.

During its short life, the Pershore Market Town
Partnership has had a major impact on the life of
Pershore and its residents and visitors. The pro-
gramme has had great success (including winning
a major, national award) and developed significant
momentum and a strong partnership. Since its in-
ception, it has supported some seventy discreet
projects, allocated around £730,000 of grant fund-
ing and attracted nearly £7,500,000.00 of match
funding to date*. More important than the funds in-
vested has been the social, commercial and cultural impact that all these

9




initiatives have had on the local commu-

nity.

Some of the projects supported are;

The serpentine walkway beside the Town

Council Offices

Number 8 — both the capital building and

initial operating costs

The establishment of the Tourist Informa-

tion posts

The Riverside Youth Centre Summer Pro-

gramme and installation of a pontoon landing stage.

The setting up a of Community Chest to support Parish Council Initiatives

Starting a walking programme to promote health

(for a full list of projects contact Hilary Phiplott )
The PMTP Board operates by consensus,
is apolitical and has the sole objective of
making life better, safer and more enjoyable
for local people. The PMTP is currently led
by an independent Chairman from the
Community Sector, not an elected Council
representative, emphasising its non-political
nature. The PMTP has a close working rela-
tionship with the Pershore Town Council
and works with them on many important lo-
cal initiatives.

Michael Amies, Chairman, PMTP

* Match funding is defined as either cash or in-kind resources that have been
raised or contributed from third party resources and applied to the projects that the
Pershore Market Town Partnership has supported with grants.

Further details can be obtained from Hilary Philpot t the Pershore Market
Town Manager at Hilary.Philpott@wychavon.gov.uk

Useful numbers

Town Hall 01386 561561
Pavements and Potholes 01905 768342
Wychavon District Council 01386 565000
Wychavon Planning Enquires 01386 565565
Hill & Moor Waste Site 01386 861434
Street Light report line 0800 137 352

Visitor Information Centre 01386 556591
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DRESS AGENCY

We specialise in designer and high quality previous ly owned clothes and
accessories with a wide range of casual and special occasion wear for ladies
from sizes 8-22.

So whether you have a wedding or prom in the near f  uture, or simply enjoy
great clothes, bags and shoes, then pop in and see what we have to offer you.

35 Broad Street, Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1BB
1 Floor (above Andrew Grant Estate Agents) Tel: ( 01386) 554620

Open 10-4pm Mon-Sat
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PERSHORE'S HERITAGE CENTRE.

Town Hall, High Street, Pershore.
Visit the fascinating displays of the Town's higtor
Admission is free.
OPEN EASTER to OCTOBER Wed to Sat 10.30 — 3.30
NOW also Tues 10.30 — 1.00
LOCAL EXHIBITIONS
All Volunteers Welcome Contact:

Tony Wittenberg 01386 554318 Marion Freenfdi386 552482
www.pershoreheritage.co.uk

TALKS PROGRAMME 2008/9
MEETINGS AT WULSTAN HALL, PRIEST LANE.
First Thursday 7.30 pm

Dec 4" “History though the Letter Box” Ralph Richardson
Jan I*'NO MEETING
Feb %" Spouts and Fountains of the Malvern Hills

www.visitpershore.co.uk. Admission for normembers just £1.

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE

The Pershore Tree of Lights  will be lit in Broad Street over the Christmas
and New Year period

Its purpose is to provide a focal point of remembrance and in so doing raise money for
Worcester Young Carers and Acorns Hospice

If you would like a light to burn on the Tree in memory of a loved one please complete the
coupon below and send it with your donation (cheques made payable to The Rotary Club of
Pershore) to

c/o Ken Rowe, 5 Spion Kop Pinvin, WR10 2EP

| would like to donate the sumof £....................... and would like a light to burn on the Tree of
Lights in loving memory of (Please print clearly)

................................................. (the name of this person you wish to remem-
ber will be displayed unless otherwise requested)

Your Name
AT S . .. oo e
Telephone No




BEN JAMES

CARPETS
A FAST, FRIENDLY,
FAMILY SERVICE
20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
127, LONDON ROAD, WORCESTER
01905 352235
27, OLD STREET, UPTON
01684 593380
2, BRIDGE STREET,
PERSHORE
01386 556488

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE QUOTE

Red Kite
Pest Control

&

Wildlife Management

Combining Tradition and Innovation

For all your local Pest Control requiremertBPCA andNPTA Qualified
NPTA & UKPCO member

Humane, Environmentally responsible methods
Flexible Contracts- Individual Treatments

Al INSECT ~ RODENT ~ WILDLIFE  pests

Free Advice ~ Freelnitial Survey~ Freeno obligation Quotations
Specialized Trapping Service ~ Pest Prevention

TelephonéAndy Staples 07977 044987 / 01886 832730
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Free Shredding Service for Confidential Documents f  or All Age
Groups

From 1% November 2008 Age Concern Herefordshire & Worcestershire is offering
— in conjunction with Wychavon’s Safe & Sound Project — a FREE shredding ser-
vice for people of all ages!

Identity Theft occurs when an individual's personal or confidential information is
fraudulently obtained by another person without their knowledge — current Gov-
ernment estimates put the cost of identity theft at over £1 billion per year!

There are many ways the thieves can do this, the most common being ‘bin raid-
ing’ where the fraudster searches through rubbish for personal information. Other
methods include online, postal or telephone scams to get confidential information,
and the theft of mail.

Identity Fraud happens when criminals use this information fraudulently to obtain
credit, goods or other services in that person’s name.

Just bring any confidential documents along and Age Concern will shred them
there and then — and there’s no need to be over 50 to use the service. The shred-
ders used are ‘cross cut’ shredders with a security level of 4.

This free service is available from Age Concern, Broad Street, Pershore WR10
1AG and also at Age Concern, 20 Church Street, Evesham WR11 6DS.

If you require any more information on Identity Theft or any other services Age
Concern offer please contact: Caroline Maxwell on 01386 555744.

Information on Wychavon's Safe & Sound please contact: David Hemming on
01386 565301

Message from the Chairman

On behalf of Wychavon | would
like to wish everyone a very
safe, healthy and Happy Christ-
mas. Despite the financial news
at the moment, | am positive that
working together we can look
forward to a prosperous New
Year.
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Events Diary
Visit our website:www.visitpershore.co.ulistorgsilbf events
or call Pershore Visitor Information Centr@c0s58531

December
ogh Croome Park Christmas Carols
ogh Pershore Abbey - Worcester Maléhgoi@e30pm
13h Pershore Abbey - Pershore ChstralaSiConcert 7.30pm

13h— 14 Croombe Park 1940’s Christmas
19h—- 20 Christmas Concert - Worcester Cathedral

21t Pershore Chrismas Fayre & Farmers Market

21t Nine Lessons & Carols in Pershore Abbey at 5pm
240 Parent & Toddler Crib Service in Pershord Al3tpna
240 Midnight Service in Pershore Abbey at 11.45pm

26h Boxing Day at Batsford Arboretum.

January 2009

02st New Years Day at Batsford Arboretum

03d Pershore Abbey - Worcester Philharmonic Qr80pstra
0gh Eastnor Pottery, Childrens Chriglichags Workshops 11.30am
10h— 1% Log & wood chip sales — Tiddesley Wood

18h Huntingdon Hall, Worcs The CarthgcQartet

28h Pershore Jazz Club — Frank Brieixer 8.

February 2009

07— 08 Log & Wood Chip Sales — Tiddesley Wood

O7h NGS Open Gardens, The Greyfraad,AMotpm

08h Huntingdon Hall, Worcs RecordapjVbgksoon

258h Pershore Jazz Club - 8.15pm

March 2009

O7h Worcester Philharmonic, Persleyré 2bpm

07— 08 Log and Wood Chip Sales — Tiddesley Wood

08h Huntingdon Hall, Worcs, Violirt, Eatgae Bailey 3pm
258h Pershore Jazz Club — 8.15pm

28h Walk around the World, Guidetboad& Bark 11am
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Avon Meadows

Work on the new Community Wetland at Avon Meadows is progressing well as
you can see from the photograph. Contractors have been working on creating the
reedbed, pools, new ditches and scrapes throughout September and October.

The next stage will be the diversion of some existing surface water sewers in the
vicinity of the reedbed and the installation of the water control features. Following
completion of the groundworks, the next elements to be installed will be the
boardwalk, new footbridges, gates and bird viewing screen in readiness for the
reed planting in Spring 2009.

Temporary interpretation and information panels will also be erected during the
winter to explain the projects aims and proposed timetable.

The project has caught the interest of several national and regional organisations
such as Natural England and Severn Trent Water who see the Pershore scheme
as leading the way for others elsewhere in the country.

The Project partnership is very keen to encourage the public’'s continued involve-
ment in the Community Wetland and we are working to set up a Friends of the
Avon Meadows group. If you want to play an active part in this exciting develop-
ment Jim Burgin at Wychavon District Council (jim.burgin@wychavon.gov.uk)
would love to hear from you.

Alternatively if you would like to leave your name and address at the Town Hall
the details can be passed on to him from there.

Jim Burgin, Wychavon District Council
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Pershore College

As 2008 comes to a close, it's wonderful to be able to
look back on another year of growth and more exciting
plans to come.

In November some of you will have been there when we

celebrated the success of many of our students at the

Awards Ceremony at Pershore Abbey. We were delighted to have Geoff Caesar,
managing director of The Bransford Webbs Plant Company to present the prizes.
Geoff is also a member of our Pershore Forward group of horticulturalists leading
the college forward to fully meet the needs in the future of the horticulture industry.

Our horticultural students also now have modern glasshouses to work in after the
old ones were demolished. Tony Davies has joined us as Head of Horticulture,
bringing experience from work with the RHS, Awarding Bodies and Sparsholt
College.

In 2009 we are looking forward to the development of new student residences and
teaching accommodation, and planning to refurbish all parts of the college which
aren’t part of the building programme.

Our next careers open event is January 24, 10am-1pm, so why not come along to
see the study opportunities on offer and our annual Open Day is on Saturday, June
6 2009 when the college and its gardens will be on show.

In the meantime have a fantastic Christmas and New Year!
Julia Page

Vice Principal
Landbased

Published by:-

Pershore Town Council, Town Hall, 34, High Street, Pershore, WR10 1DS
Town Clerk— Mrs Ann Dobbins A.C.1.B.

Tel: 01386 561561, Fax 01386 561996

Email: townclerk@pershore-tc.gov.uk

Front cover photograph © Clir C Parsons M.B.E.
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Sixth Form photography student, Francesca Pot-
ter, is celebrating success after winning the Young
Photographer of the Year Competition 2008 organ-
ised by Hereford College of Art. Francesca won
first prize in category two (16-19 years) and will be
awarded £200 cash prize. Her winning work will
form part of an exhibition at Hereford College of
Arts and she will also be given the opportunity to
exhibit work as part of the Hereford Photography Festival 2009.

The half term holiday saw two key school visits; the first was made to Bad Neus-
tadt, when over thirty youngsters participated in the exchange with our German
partners, and the second was a trip to the World War One battlefields of Belgium
and Northern France. Appropriately, students laid a poppy wreath at the Menin
Gate in Ypres. The annual Remembrance Service and re-dedication of the Roll of
Honour also took place in school on 10" November, to remember those members
of our school community who gave their lives in World War Two.

On Saturday 11™ October, Head of Art, David Reid, led his department in a very
successful 'Big Draw' event (above). On 23" October, the school staged a very
successful Open Evening, with a Sixth Form Open Evening to follow on 3™ De-
cember. In between we squeezed in an OFSTED inspection, the results of which |
will be able to provide in a future newsletter. The term will close with two very im-
portant community events, to which all are welcome. The annual Carol

Service takes place in Pershore Abbey at 7.30 pm on the
10" December, and the Senior Citizens Coffee Morning is
scheduled for the morning of 15™ December.

Clive Corbett 01386 552471 office@pershore.worcs.sch.uk
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PNJ Property
Services Ltd

Professional Project
Management for the
construction industry

01905 841438

07753 821826

All Domestic/Commercial and Retall
Building works undertaken

19




20




